Transcript of Interview with Kelley


Anna: You were largely ahead of bringing jazz to U Street, what inspired you to move her?

Kelley: Actually, we were looking for a bigger space. 

Anna: So there was nothing about U and 14th in general that influenced your decision? Just that you found a larger space?

Kelley: Well, you know, also, the upcoming [area] at that time – the area was up and coming, and as you know, U Street was big as for jazz and this was interesting.

Anna: Right, that’s a good point. Was it between this location and the other [Colorado Avenue] location?

Kelley: Well that was a neighborhood bar. It was really convenient especially for older people because they did not have any problem parking. But the problem we are facing here is difficulty parking, which is the biggest problem we have here. Also, most of the businesses around this area attracted a lot of young people, but when you think about jazz, you think about people who are 30 and above – older, and professional people. They really don’t want to be bothered with a young crowd. That was our biggest problem that we had to face.

Anna: You faced this problem at Twins Jazz or the other location?

Kelley: At Twins. The location is perfect, but the crowd. The crowd was mostly through young musicians because of the young customs.

Anna: How were the two locations different? Or are there similar? Was Twins Lounge smaller? It was in a less populated area?

Kelley: Not really, it was a little smaller. That one was a circle and this location is long. But basically there is no difference, besides [Twins Lounge] was 50 capacity, and this is 65 capacity.

Anna: Ok, so just by 15.

Kelley: 15, yes.

Anna: When I came in here there were a lot of people!

Kelley: Yes, that’s what they say about a lot of people.

Anna: Would you have done anything differently when you moved from [Twins Lounge] to U Street?

Kelley: Not really. There was not much difference. We got a lot of exposure and a lot of people wanted to come in and play.

Anna: I saw the pictures of the bands playing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kelley: A lot of musicians’ come and play, people like the place. The only thing they don’t like is this the crowd and the street.

Anna:  And you didn’t have that on [Colorado Ave]?

Kelley: Not on Colorado and Longwood no, we don’t get that many walking customers. It is too young. And they don’t stay that long. We don’t get that many recurring customers as often as the last location. We get a lot of people from out of state, tourists. Basically a lot of word of mouth.

Anna: Yep that’s how I found it, from my friends at GW who play here.

Kelley: You should come to the show.

Anna: I did go to one, but not the most recent one.

** Set starts so recording is more difficult to hear **

Kelley: The previous one?

Anna: Yes, was it good?

Kelley: Oh yes, it was really good. Everyone loved it.

Anna: I got here early for the first one, and I was lucky enough to get a seat. There were tons of people in here. It was really cool to see my friends play in a location like this. And onto the next question, so you said one of your biggest obstacles here is parking, and dealing with the characteristically older jazz crowd?

Kelley: Yes

Anna: Could you think of any obstacles you face with regards to gender, ethnicity, etc.?

Kelley: No. Everybody loves jazz.

Anna: That’s right. I have to write that down! Do you have any issues with the city government? Like is [the club] too loud or anything?

Kelley: No.

Anna: That’s good, because a lot of places on U Street have.
 
Kelley: [Laughs] yes

Anna: But that makes sense, because everybody loves jazz. So, with gentrification on the U Street area, this has affected jazz by bringing in a younger crowd? 

Kelley: Yes and we are trying to attract young musicians and a young audience, and we are trying very hard. That’s why we have universities coming now – Georgetown. UDC, Maryland University, Howard University. Tomorrow, we have about 60 students who are going to come here to play with their parents [watching]. 

Anna: Wow. And finally, just some last few questions, do you have any relationships with other clubs, or jazz clubs, on U Street or back near Colorado Avenue?

Kelley: No, but sometimes they come and watch performances here.  But on U Street, we are nearly the last ones left. 

Anna: I wonder if they left because they didn’t want to bring in the younger audience, like Twins Jazz does. Maybe the younger audience part is the reason they left, it would be interesting to [look at]. Those were all of my questions.

End of Interview. 
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