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Abstract
This thesis paper introduces how the Comfort Stations were established. The
foundation of this thesis paper is based on books, peer-reviewed articles, government
documents, and media/news articles. This entire paper is the outcome of formulating a
legal argument for why the sexual atrocities committed by Japan fall under the purview
of crimes against humanity. This research is important because there has been no justice
provided for the survivors of Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities committed during World

War II.
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Chapter One: Introduction

When you choose to remain silent during the denial of justice, you are choosing to
agree with those that seek to continue to inflict harm on those that have suffered. Since
1945 there has been the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, civil court cases,
protests, demonstrations, Women’s Tribunal in 2000, and so many other moments where
the survivors of Imperial Japan crimes of sexual atrocities have sought justice. The
survivors were seeking acknowledgement from Japan for their sexual atrocities, and to
finally get an act of contrition from Japan for the sexual atrocities they committed during
the war. However, each time dividing opinions argue the validity of the Comfort
Women'’s issue and the sexual atrocities committed during World War II by Imperial
Japan. This has pushed an establishment of a resolution further and further away.

The survivors of Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities can seek justice arguing the legal
basis that crimes against humanity were committed under the Japanese reign. This thesis
paper will focus on if there is a legal standing arguing Imperial Japan committed crimes
against humanity during World War II, and how this argument could provide a resolution
to the Comfort Women issue. Through evaluating the evolution of the Comfort Women’s
Redress Movement, this paper will determine if there is viable evidence in presenting an
crimes against humanity argument. This research is important because there has been no
justice provided for the survivors of Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities committed during
World War II. As more time passes since the end of World War II, more of the survivors
are subcombing to old age. The longer there is a failure to provide justice the more likely

this matter will be disregarded once the last survivor has passed away.



Books, peer-reviewed articles, government documents, and media/news articles will
be used to formulate an understanding of the evolution of the Comfort Women’s Redress
Movement and the current popular memories regarding this issue. The paper will include
first person testimonies from Comfort Women to offer the perspective of the survivors
regarding the sexual atrocities. There will also be acknowledgment of the perspective of
the sexual atrocities committed during World War II by Imperial Japan within the media.
At the end of this thesis paper, I hope to have formulated a thorough analysis using the
rule of law and evidence presented. Before introducing the evidence supporting my thesis
statement, the definition of crimes against humanity needs to be addressed.

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court defines crimes against
humanity under Article 7. Article 7 defines crimes against humanity as “... a widespread
or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the
attack.”' There are eleven subsections within Article 7 that address various acts. This
thesis paper will only focus on subsections A “Murder”; C “Enslavement”; D
“Deportation or forcible transfer of population”; E “Imprisonment or other severe
deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law”; F
“Torture”; G “Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced
sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity”; and I
“Enforced disappearance of persons.” > Each of these subsections will be used to analyze

the evidence presented.

! Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials. West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 221
* Ibid.



Definitions

e Attack directed against any civilian population is defined as “a course of
conduct involving the multiple commission of acts referred to in Article 7 against
any civilian population, pursuant to or in furtherance of a State or organizational
policy to commit such attack.””

e Enslavement is defined as “the exercise of any or all of the powers attaching to
the right of ownership over a person and includes the exercise of such power in
the course of trafficking in persons, in particular women and children.™

e Deportation or forcible transfer of population is defined as “forced
displacement of the persons concerned by expulsion or other coercive acts from
the area in which they are lawfully present, without grounds permitted under
international law.”

e Torture is defined as “the intentional infliction of severe pain or suffering
whether physical or mental, upon a person in the custody or under the control of
the accused; except that torture shall not include pain or suffering arising only
from, inherent in or incidental to, lawful sanctions.®

o Forced pregnancy is defined as “the unlawful confinement of a woman forcibly
made pregnant, with the intent of affecting the ethnic composition of any

population or carrying out other grave violations of international law. This

3 Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials. West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 221.

* Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials . West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 222.

5 Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials . West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 222.

8 Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials . West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 222.



definition shall not in any way be interpreted as affecting national law relating to
pregnancy.”’

e Enforce disappearance of persons is defined as “the arrest, detention or
abduction of persons by, or with the authorization, support or acquiescence of a
State or political organization, followed by a refusal to acknowledge that
deprivation of freedom or to give information on the fate or whereabouts of those
persons, with the intention of removing them from the protection of the law for a

prolonged period of time.”®

" Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials. West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 222.
8 Lori Fishler, Damrosch, D. Sean, Murphy. Basic Documents Supplement to International Law Cases And
Materials. West Academic Publishing, 2019. pp. 222.



Chapter Two: Japanese Occupation

“ First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionist, and I did not speak out because I was not a Trade
Unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew.
When they came for me there was no left to speak out for me.””

- Pastor Martin Niemdller, Survivor of Dachau Concentration Camp

a. Japan’s annexation of Korea (1910)

In 1910, Japan annexed Korea. The annexation of Korea is important to formulating a
thorough analysis. The annexation completed Imperial Japan’s foundation of colonizing
Korea, as well as completely bringing Korea under Imperial Japan’s reign of power. In
order to understand the importance of Japan’s annexation of Korea, the reason behind the
annexation must be addressed. Why was it so important for Imperial Japan to have power
over Korea? What were Imperial Japan’s views of Korea?

Imperial Japan viewed Korea as unstable, unscrupulous, ignorant of the proper
methods to run a country, and a danger to the peace of Imperial Japan. Adapting a
mindset that Korea needed to be brought under Imperial Japan’s reign to ensure both
countries' safety. Korea was viewed as the “spear” that was targeting the “heart” of
Imperial Japan.'® Tronically, Imperial Japan was actually the spear targeting the heart of
Korea. Imperial Japan viewed Korea as a means to furthering their own aspirations, and
the people of Korea were used as a means of furthering these aspirations.

Imperial Japan and its government took various actions that paved the way to the

1910 annexation of Korea. Imperial Japanese officials staged and executed the brutal

® EDITH MAYER, CORD. “REFLECTIONS ” In Finding Edzth Surviving the Holocaust in Plain Sight,
274-79. Purdue University Press, 2019. i
1 Toyokichi, Iyenaga. “Japan’s Annexation of Korea.” The Journal of Race Development 3, no. 2 (1912):

201. https://doi.org/10.2307/29737953.


https://doi.org/10.2307/29737953
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv15wxnc6.26

assassination of Queen Min in 1895 to further Imperial Japan’s aspirations.!’ Queen
Min’s murder was a cruel and inhumane act. Even though this brutal assassination was
done in secret, once it was brought to the attention of their government the Imperial
Japanese officials that committed this heinous act never faced justice.'> Another action
taken by Imperial Japan that paved the way to the 1019 annexation was the war with
China. The war lasted from 1894 until 1895, and at the end of the war China was ousted
from Korea."* The Chinese were viewed as a threat to Imperial Japan because of their
interest in Korea.

There was also the war between Imperial Japan and Russia that lasted from 1904 until
1905.'* Just like China, Russia was driven out of Korea."> After this war, it would not be
too long before the annexation of Korea. Imperial Japan’s actions exhibited a mindset that
Korea was a country that needed to be conquered. Imperial Japan argued that Korea was
“bound together with brotherly feelings...”, and this is why both countries should be
unified.'® However, Imperial Japan’s later actions would prove that they simply viewed
Korea and its people as assets.

b. Slavery Convention (1926)
The Slavery Convention of 1926 is important to furthering the formulation of a

thorough analysis. As stated earlier, under Article 7 subsections C and G various forms of

! Danny, Orbach. “THREE PUFFS ON A CIGARETTE: General Miura Gord and the Assassination of
Queen Min.” In Curse on This Country: The Rebellious Army of Imperial Japan, 101. Cornell University
Press, 2017. http: jstor.org/stable/1 1/1.cttl mmf;

12 Orbach. “THREE PUFFS ON A CIGARETTE: General Miura Gord and the Assassination of Queen
Min.” 101. 2017.

3 Toyokichi, Iyenaga. “Japan’s Annexation of Korea.” The Journal of Race Development 3, no. 2 (1912):

202. https://doi.org/10.2307/29737953.
14 Toyoklchl Iyenaga “Japan’s Annexation of Korea.” The Journal of Race Development 3, no. 2 (1912):

' Tyenaga. “Japan’s Annexation of Korea.” (1912): 219.
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slavery are addressed. Japan in 2007 did become a party to the Rome Statute in 2007, but
the International Criminal Court jurisdiction is only retroactive to July 1, 2002." In order
to establish the viability of Article 7 subsections C and G, there has to be another law
that has a similar legal basis. This is where the Slavery Convention of 1926 steps into this
analysis.

The Slavery Convention of 1926 Article 1 subsection 1 states that “slavery is the
status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right
of ownership are exercised.”'® Imperial Japan and its government officials exercised their
power over the women within the Comfort Stations. Comfort Women did not have the
luxury of freedom. In fact, the restrictions varied depending on the location of the
Comfort Station. There were some Comfort Women that had their “leave time” and
where they could travel controlled by the Imperial Japanese government officials that
managed the Comfort Station."” Other Comfort Women who were located in “war” zones
were forced to constantly be on the move with the Imperial Japanese military.? It must be
acknowledged that Comfort Women were viewed as “imperial gifts”.?! This was simply
an elaborate way of calling these women property.

The Slavery Convention of 1926 Article 1 subsection 2 states that “all acts involved

in the capture, acquisition or disposal of a person with intent to reduce him to slavery ...

17 Zachary D, Kaufman. “Transitional Justice Delayed Is Not Transitional Justice Denied: Contemporary
Confrontation of Japanese Human Experimentation during World War II through a People’s Tribunal.” Yale
Law & Policy Review 26, no. 2 (2008): 657. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40239703.

'8 Kathryn, Zoglin. “United Nations Action against Slavery: A Critical Evaluation.” Human Rights
Quarterly 8, no. 2 (1986): 308. https://doi.org/1

1% Thomas J., Bellows, and The United Nations Economic and Social Council, Commission on Human
Rights. “An Analysis of the Legal Liability of the Government of Japan for ‘Comfort Women Stations’
Established During the Second World War.” American Journal of Chinese Studies 6, no. 1 (1999): 78.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/44288602.

2 Bellows. “An Analysis of the Legal Liability of the Government of Japan for ‘Comfort Women Stations’
Established During the Second World War.” (1999): 78.

2l Sarah Soh, Chunghee. The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea and
Japan Chicago, Illinois: University of Chicago Press, 2009. pp. 37-39.
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in general, every act of trade or transport in slaves.”* As stated earlier Comfort Women
were viewed as property. Property can be sold, bought, traded, given away, or thrown
away. The individual that decides what happens to the property is the owner. This is a
similar ideology within slavery. A human being is sold, bought, traded, given away, or
thrown away. Article 1 subsection 2 condemns these various actions. Comfort Women
were sold, forcefully taken, or kidnapped.” Based on the definitions provided in Article 1
subsection 1 and 2, the enactment of Comfort Stations was a violation of the Slavery
Convention of 1926.

After explaining the definitions of the Slavery Convention of 1926, the next question
would be to ask the relations to Imperial Japan? Imperial Japan was not a signatory party
of the Slavery Convention of 1926. However, the ideals of the Slavery Convention of
1926 are not unfamiliar to Imperial Japan. In 1587, Toyotomi Hideyoshi “outlawed” the
“trade” of humans in Japan.?* This was not the first time the trade of humans was banned
in Japan. In fact, it had been “periodically banned” in Japan before Toyotomi Hideyoshi
outlawed it.®

The ban of trading human beings was already considered a taboo in Japan before the
Slavery Convention of 1926 was even considered a concept. There were other legal
protections implemented in Japan against human trade in the nineteenth and twentieth

century. In 1872, the “Order to Liberate Prostitutes” was passed in Japan.”® This law

22 Arjuna, Naidu. “The Right to Be Free from Slavery, Servitude and Forced Labour.” The Comparative and
International Law Journal of Southern Africa 20, no. 1 (1987): 108. http://www.jstor.org/stable/23247704.
2 Sarah Soh, Chunghee. The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea and
Japan. Chicago, Illinois: University of Chicago Press, 2009. pp. 3-4, 90.

2 Regine, Mathias. “Japan in the Seventeenth Century: Labour Relations and Work Ethics.” International
Review of Social History 56 (2011): 221. http://www.jstor.org/stable/44583213.

> Ibid.

% Noélie, Frix. “Patriarchal State Projects and the Exploitation of Women: A Case Study of Japan’s Sex
Industry (1870s-1950s)”. Journal of Human Trafficking, 2023. DOI: 10.1080/23322705.2023.2205815.

h ndfonlin 1 23322705.2023.220581
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banned “the buying and selling of persons.” In 1925, Japan also agreed to the
“International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Women and Children.”?
The only downfall to the 1925 Convention is that Japan had all of its territories excluded
from the protection offered under the Convention.?? However, what this information
signifies is that Japan opposed human trafficking, slavery.

The Slavery Convention of 1926 was established six years before the legalization of
the first Comfort Station. Imperial Japan’s implementation of Comfort Stations was
already a violation of International Law. Therefore it is not so presumptuous to use the
Slavery Convention of 1926 as a legal foundation for the application of Article 7
subsections C and G. The argument that should be presented is that Japan understood the
ramifications of enslavement, and took various means to curtail the possibility of human
trade. Even though they were not a signatory of the Slavery Convention of 1926, the legal
precedent of this Convention can be implied in the argument that Japan engaged in sexual
slavery.

c. Legalization of Comfort Stations

Comfort Stations were legalized by Imperial Japan in 1932.3° The main purpose was

to prevent rape and sexually transmitted diseases.’’ Korea was liberated from Imperial

Japan’s reign in 1945. Based on available documentation, it has been argued that Imperial

Japan deported “200,000 Asian women” to Comfort Stations during World War 1I.*?

7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.

» Ibid.

30 Peipei, Qiu. Chinese Comfort Women: Testimonies from Imperial Japan's Sex Slaves. University of
British Columbia Press, 2013. pp. 23.

3! Hayashi, Yoko. “Issues Surrounding the Wartime ‘Comfort Women.”” Review of Japanese Culture and
Society 11/12 (1999): 54. http://www jstor.org/stable/42800182.

32 Pyong Gap, Min. “Korean ‘Comfort Women’: The Intersection of Colonial Power, Gender, and Class.”

Gender and Society 17, no. 6 (2003): 938. hitp://www.jstor.org/stable/3594678.
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Historians have estimated that fewer than thirty percent of those at the Comfort Stations
survived to the end of the war.>

Many of the young women that were provided in these Comfort Stations were
abducted from their home countries.** Various tactics were used to provide the Imperial
Japanese military with means to alleviate their sexual urges. Some of the other tactics
used were threatening the women and their families, false promises, and sometimes the
women's own families would plead with the women.*® This evidence is crucial to
supporting the argument of Article 7 being applicable law. The survivors of Comfort
Stations suffered unimaginable sexual atrocities. The sexual atrocities these women
suffered was so heinous the “Special Rapporteur to the United Nations Sub commission
on Human Rights” labeled the sexual atrocities these women endured as “ systematic
rape, sexual slavery, and slavery like practices during armed conflict.”** Comfort Stations
promoted dehumanizing Comfort Women.

Comfort Women did not have any rights. In the Imperial Japanese military, outside of
being nurses, women held no status within the institution.’” They were simply property of
Imperial Japan and its military. This lack of legitimate rights provided the Imperial

Japanese military with opportunities to commit sexual atrocities under the guise of law.

3 Hayashi, Yoko. “Issues Surrounding the Wartime ‘Comfort Women.”” Review of Japanese Culture and
Society 11/12 (1999): 54. http://www.jstor.org/stable/42800182.

3* Hayashi, Yoko. “Issues Surrounding the Wartime ‘Comfort Women.”” Review of Japanese Culture and
Society 11/12 (1999): 54. http://www.jstor.org/stable/42800182.

3% Alice Yun, Chai. “Asian-Pacific Feminist Coalition Politics: The ‘Chongshindae/Jiigunianfu’ (‘Comfort
Women’) Movement.” Korean Studies 17 (1993): 70. http://www.]jstor.org/stable/23720041.

36 Young-Hee, Shim. “Metamorphosis of the Korean ‘Comfort Women’: How Did Han {R Turn into the
Cosmopolitan Morality?”” Development and Society 46, no. 2 (2017): 252.

37 Alice Yun, Chai. “Asian-Pacific Feminist Coalition Politics: The ‘Chongshindae/Jiigunianfu’ (‘Comfort

Women’) Movement.” Korean Studies 17 (1993): 70-71. http://www.jstor.org/stable/23720041.
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Chapter Three: Post World War 11

“... A system of international law which can impose no penalty on a law-breaker and also
forbids other states to aid the victim would be self-defeating and would not help... to
realize mankind’s hope for enduring peace.”®

- Justice Robert H. Jackson, Chief Counsel for the United States at the Nuremberg

Tribunal
d. Tokyo Tribunal

After Korea was liberated in 1945, it was not long after the liberation that the
International Community attempted to seek justice for Imperial Japan’s victims. The
International Military Tribunal for the Far East was the first attempt at seeking justice.
However, unlike the Nuremberg Trials, the International Military Tribunal for the Far
East did not accomplish the same justice for its victims. The knowledge of the Comfort
Stations was known during the Tribunal, however, it was not identified as one of Japan’s
“war crimes.”® The International Military Tribunal for the Far East failed to provide
restitution to Japan’s victims. This left behind forever festering trauma wounds within the
victims, their families, and the society that was left behind to rebuild after the war.*’

The model used to formulate the International Military Tribunal for the Far East was
the Nuremberg Tribunal. The Charter of the International Military Tribunal for the Far
East was “nearly identical” to the Charter of the Nuremberg Tribunal.*' Article 5
subsection C of the Charter of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East defines

crimes against humanity as “murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, and other
b 9

38 Telford, Taylor. “The Nuremberg Trials.” Columbia Law Review 55, no. 4 (1955): 488-525.
https://doi.org/10.2307/1119814.

¥ Peipei, Qiu. Chinese Comfort Women: Testimonies from Imperial Japan's Sex Slaves. University of
British Columbia Press, 2013. pp. 151.

40 James Burnham, Sedgwick. “Memory on Trial: Constructing and Contesting the ‘Rape of Nanking’ at the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East, 1946-1948.” Modern Asian Studies 43, no. 5 (2009): 1250.

“I Beth Van, Schaack, Ronald C, Slye. International Criminal Law And Its Enforcement Case and
Materials. Foundation Press, 2020. pp. 587.
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inhumane acts committed against any civilian population, before or during the war, or
persecutions on political or racial grounds in execution of or in connection with any
crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, whether or not in violation of the domestic
law of the country where perpetrated.”* Even though there was a legal precedent
available, one that was used at the Nuremberg Tribunal, crimes against humanity were

t.# This presents a

not recognized at the International Military Tribunal for the Far Eas
valid argument for the survivors of sexual atrocities committed by Japan.

The justices appointed to the International Military Tribunal for the Far East were
there to provide restitution for the victims of Japan. By not allowing crimes against
humanity to be argued before the Tribunal, this resulted in prejudice against the victims.
Also, by not allowing the issue of the sexual atrocities committed against former Comfort
Women to be heard before the Tribunal, this resulted in ineffective counsel. Given the
numerous testimonies from former Comfort Women that have been provided throughout
the years it was not impossible for these witnesses to be heard by the Tribunal. In fact,
due to World War II having just ended, the memories of this actorcity would have been
more recent within the minds of these women.

In the Nuremberg Tribunal Charter, crimes against humanity were added because of
the Tribunal belief that “under the traditional formulation of war crimes many of the
defining acts of the Nazis would go unpunished.”* This is a valid argument that could

have been argued before the International Military Tribunal for the Far East for including

crimes against humanity to the charges against Japan. In fact, there is past and current

2 Ibid.

* Ibid.

“ Beth Van, Schaack, Ronald C, Slye. International Criminal Law And Its Enforcement Case and
Materials. Foundation Press, 2020. pp. 580.
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evidence that proves that because the sexual atrocities committed against former Comfort
Women was not presented before the Tribunal, Japan has gone unpunished for their acts
during World War II. During the Nuremberg Tribunal judgment and sentences, the
Tribunal offered a more narrowed definition of how crimes against humanity were being
applied when hearing the crimes of each defendant. The Nuremberg Tribunal stated that
“... to constitute crimes against humanity, the acts relied on before the outbreak of war
must have been in execution of, or in connection with, any crime within the jurisdiction
of the Tribunal.”* This means one would have to evaluate the timeline that was being
presented before the Tribunal.

In the case of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, the sexual atrocities
committed against the former Comfort Women would have fallen within the justices
purview. The defendants were divided into three classes, one of them being “Class C
(accused of crimes against humanity).”* However, even with this established class
addressing the issue of the sexual atrocities committed against former Comfort Women,
the Tribunal still overlooked the matter. No argument can be made for lack of
documentation regarding this matter, because three countries collected and presented
documentation “to the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.”’ As stated earlier
the justices had purview regarding this matter because the Nanjing Massacre was
addressed before the Tribunal.

The Nanjing Massacre was argued before the International Military Tribunal for the

Far East. At the Nanjing Massacre women were mutilated beyond recognition, and this

4 Beth Van, Schaack, Ronald C, Slye. International Criminal Law And Its Enforcement Case and
Materials. Foundation Press, 2020. pp. 581.

46 Beth Van, Schaack, Ronald C, Slye. International Criminal Law And Its Enforcement Case and
Materials. Foundation Press, 2020. pp. 51.

47 Peipei, Qiu. Chinese Comfort Women: Testimonies from Imperial Japan's Sex Slaves. University of
British Columbia Press, 2013. pp. 151.
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was after they had been brutally raped.* The Tribunal acknowledged the “ruthlessness of
the sexual violence” committed during the Nanjing Massacre.* However, the Tribunal
only focused on certain charges.’® Crimes against humanity were not given any regard
even when addressing this matter before the Tribunal.’! The reason why this charge is
being addressed is because a timeline needs to be established.

The first Comfort Station was legalized by Imperial Japan in 1932.5? The Nanjing
Massacre occurred in 1937.% The Nanjing Massacre was an atrocity by itself. However,
the Japanese government did take into account what occurred at Nanjing. On top of “the
Chinese people and international community” being “outraged” by what happened in
Nanjing, the Japanese government decided to take action.’* Comfort Stations began being
established throughout Japanese occupied areas.”® This is the foundation for arguing the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East should have charged Japan for crimes
against humanity regarding former Comfort Women.

As stated earlier, the Nuremberg Tribunal was the model used to formulate the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East. The Nuremberg Tribunal also stated that
“... to constitute crimes against humanity, the acts relied on before the outbreak of war

must have been in execution of, or in connection with, any crime within the jurisdiction

* Iris, Chang. The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War 1I. New York: Basic Books,
1997. pp. 19.
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of the Tribunal.”*® The Nanjing Massacre fell within the purview of the International
Military Tribunal for the Far East. The first Comfort Station was established five years
before this tragedy. Therefore, it could be argued that the Comfort Stations before 1937
did not fall within the purview of the Tribunal. However, the implementation of every
Comfort Station after 1937 would have fallen within their purview. There was no reason
for not including the former Comfort Women in the International Military Tribunal for
the Far East. No valid argument can be offered for this clear disregard of numerous
victims.

There are several reasons that come to mind for why the International Military
Tribunal for the Far East ignored the sexual atrocities committed against former Comfort
Women. One reason was because the West, particularly the United States of America,
wanted to maintain a relationship with Japan. The mere fact that “Emperor Hirohito” and
the “members of his family were not indicted or called as witnesses...” shows at the very
least favoritism towards Japan.>” A second reason that comes to mind is none of the
victims were from the West. Racism was a prevalent issue in the West. It is not hard to
imagine that these already perceived notions influenced what was viewed as important to
the Tribunal.

The International Military Tribunal for the Far East did not view the sexual atrocities
committed against the former Comfort Women as important as maintaining civil
relationships with Japan. A third reason would be the rights of women were not of

importance to the Tribunal. This reason holds validity given the perception of women's

% Beth Van, Schaack, Ronald C, Slye. International Criminal Law And Its Enforcement Case and
Materials. Foundation Press, 2020. pp. 581
37 Beth Van, Schaack, Ronald C, Slye. International Criminal Law And Its Enforcement Case and
Materials. Foundation Press, 2020. pp. 52.
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roles during that time. Women were still discriminated against in the West because of
their gender. The Tribunal was made up of all men. It is not harder to believe that sexist
views influenced what was viewed as important to the Tribunal.

Out of all of these reasons, the final reason might be what solidified the exclusion of
crimes against humanity regarding former Comfort Women. Many of Western powers
have their own history of committing sexual actorcities. An example of this would be
after the liberation of Japanese occupied areas. The Japanese government gave orders to
the “law enforcement agencies” to assemble “special comfort establishments™ to “satisfy
the sexual appetites” of the United States military.’® If the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East persecuted the Japanese for their sexual atrocities, they would also have
to be persecuted. Overall, there were several non-valid reasons for the Tribunal ignoring
the crimes against humanity committed against the former Comfort Women.

The International Military Tribunal for the Far East has not been forgotten by the
current generations. It has been acknowledged for its impact on the Redress Movement,
as well as the validity and fairness of the entire tribunal. There have even been media
adaptations of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East to establish an
understanding of the mindset of the key players. A miniseries was created in 2016
focusing on the perspectives of the Justices. The miniseries should also not be taken as an
accurate historical depiction. There is no way of truly knowing the inner thoughts of each
Justice and the private conversations held between them. However, this miniseries does a

wonderful job of drawing inference based on the historical evidence available.

58 Peipei, Qiu. Chinese Comfort Women: Testimonies from Imperial Japan's Sex Slaves. University of
British Columbia Press, 2013. pp. 152.
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The first thing that can be observed in the miniseries is the power dynamics between
the Justices. The Western Justices held the power, and they used it to sway the way the
trials progressed.” There were Justices from China and the Philippines, but it was clear
that they would not break away from the Western Justices' directions. There are two
reasons why this perspective is taken. The first reason is similar to the Western Justices,
the Justices from China and the Philippines were there for vengeances. The second reason
is they were looking out for the interests of their home countries. Justice Mei even said
this at one point in the miniseries.®

Another observation that was made was the underhanded tactics that several of the
Justices did to diminish the Chief Justice power. They were successful in their endeavors
to strip the Chief Justice of his judicial power.®' One particular aspect of the series was
the Justice obsession with vengeance. The irony of this portrayal of the Justices seeking
vengeance in the miniseries is what is presented by the opposing side when arguing the
fairness of the Tokyo Tribunals.

Another observation made was the lack of conversation on the sexual violence
committed under Imperial Japan’s rule. The Nanking Massacre was discussed during the
Tokyo Tribunals.®> However, the actual sexual atrocities committed during the Nanking
Massacre were ignored. The establishment of the Comfort Stations was another sexual

atrocity that was ignored during the Tokyo Tribunals.®® This is one of the reasons why

% Don, Carmody, David Cormican, Hans d. Weers, and Takashi Enjo, executive producers. Tokyo Trial
(miniseries). NHK, 2016. https://www.netflix.com/watch/80091939?source=35.
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(miniseries). NHK, 2016. https://www.netflix.com/watch/80091939?source=35.
! Don, Carmody, David Cormican, Hans d. Weers, and Takashi Enjo, executive producers. Tokyo Trial
(miniseries). NHK, 2016. https://www.netflix.com/watch/80091939?source=35.
62 Don, Carmody, David Cormican, Hans d. Weers, and Takashi Enjo, executive producers. Tokyo Trial
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this tribunal is disputed. The blatant disregard of the Comfort Women that suffered sexual
atrocities at the hand of Imperial Japan has left the door open for denialists regarding this
matter.

While watching the miniseries “Tokyo Trials”, the Charter established during the
Nuremberg Tribunals was continuously brought up. The other Justices, minus Justice
Roling for a short time frame, argued that Justice Pal’s stance would negate everything
that had been accomplished during the Nuremberg Tribunals.** The other Justices wanted
Justice Pal to get in line with their decisions. Justice Pal continuously argued that the
Charter did not give them the power to establish Ex Post Facto Laws to convict the
defendants.® Justice Pal believed that there was enough power under the International
Laws present to seek justice.

Listening to the arguments of Justice Pal, and to some extent Justices Roling and
Bernard, I began to think about the Nuremberg Tribunals, the Tokyo Tribunals, and the
existing International Laws at the time. After watching the miniseries, I reread Justice
Jackson’s Opening Statement at the Nuremberg Tribunals, and Justice Pal’s Dissenting
Opinion. I had not read either documents since law school. Even with that extensive time,
I found myself still agreeing with Justice Jackson and Justice Pal.

Justice Jackson acknowledged the clear unfairness that would be established with the
Nuremberg Tribunals, and any other tribunals of law that followed their lead later on.
Creating a tribunal where the victors are the judges, juries, and executors of the defeated

leaves room for unfairness.®® He also acknowledged that there was no one else that could
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take on the mantle, and therefore the responsibility fell on the victors.®” Justice Pal argued
that establishing Ex Post Facto laws to accomplish their goals went outside the Court’s
realm of power.®® He argued that conviction of a crime that did not exist was setting the
precedent that is not true justice.”

There is validity to the argument Justice Pal presented during the tribunal. Please do
not misunderstand this consensus, those that stood before the Justices were criminals.
They deserved to face justice. However, they should have faced true justice. All the
Tokyo Tribunals accomplished was leaving room for deniers to question the Tokyo
Tribunals validity. The opinions on the Tokyo Tribunals in current popular memory is
split down the middle. Some believe that justice was rendered, while others believe
vengeance was the only thing that was rendered.

It can be argued that the International Military Tribunal for the Far East was a
disappointment when compared to their inspiration, the Nuremberg Trials. During the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East, the justice chose to only focus on “War
Crimes”, and refrain from trying any of the defendants under “Crimes against
Humanity.”” This was a mistake that would leave a negative impact on the Redress
Movement. Over the several decades since the end of World War II and the International
Military Tribunal for the Far East, Japan has refused to acknowledge their involvement in
committing sexual atrocities committed against former Comfort Women. This Tribunal
provided the foundation to their denials of their involvement in Comfort Stations and the

harm done to Comfort Women.
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e. Park Chung-hee

Park Chung-hee is not fondly remembered by former Comfort Women, as well as
many South Koreans. His low approval rating stems from the actions taken by him during
his presidency. One of those actions was the 1965 Normalization Treaty. This treaty was
with Japan, and this was the reason for discourse in South Korea. Understandable, it was
only twenty years out from the end of World War II. It could be argued that the memories
of Imperial Japan’s reign was still fresh within the minds of South Koreans.

The 1965 Normalization Treaty was not spontaneously sprung on to South Koreans. It
was a known fact since 1963.”" This knowledge caused an uproar in South Korea. The
South Korean population protested the reunification with Japan. The South Koreans
believed that the atrocities they suffered at the hands of Imperial Japan, as well as the
lack of remorse was enough reason to reject this treaty.”” However, none of this mattered
to Park Chung-hee. He declared martial law within South Korea to cease the opposition
to the 1965 Normalization Treaty.”

It can be inferred that the 1965 Normalization Treaty was signed by both South Korea
and Japan’s governments. The treaty is pivotal in the Redress Movement. There was no
section of the treaty that addressed Japan giving any type of “compensation” or

1'74

“reparations” for the sexual atrocities they committed during World War II.”* There was
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also no mention of Japan apologizing for the atrocities during their reign over Korea.”
This furthered the opposition to the treaty.

The Japanese government has addressed the funds that were provided after the
enactment of the 1965 Normalization Treaty. Foreign Minister Watanabe Michio in the
mid 1990’s stated that the funds were sent to South Korea as “economic cooperation”’®
Essentially, it has been argued that this was an attempt to bridge the division between the
two countries. The Japanese government disavowed the funds sent in 1965 as any type of
reparation. However, since the Comfort Women'’s issue was presented in the 1990’s, the
Japanese government has declared that the Comfort Women have already received
restitution when the funds were sent in 1965.”

It is not hard to understand the frustration of former Comfort Women. It seems as if
the Japanese government is not the only one disregarding what they endured under
Imperial Japan’s reign. The fact the South Korean government chose to unify with their
former colonizers not even twenty years after World War II is not an easily processed
information. Let alone the alarming question whether or not the previous South Korean
government cared about addressing the sexual atrocities the women of their country
suffered? This is why it is not difficult to understand why it took so long before the first
Comfort Woman stepped forward to share her testimony. Based on the evidence

presented it did not seem like South Korea’s government or society wanted to

acknowledge the sexual atrocities.
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f. Pariah of Society

In Korea there is an importance given to “female purity” and “chastity.””® Any form
of “sexual relations” before marriage, the girl would be deemed “unmarriable.”” The
women taken to Comfort Stations were mainly unmarried. This meant that the likelihood
of them having sexual experience before becoming Comfort Women is very slim. There
is also the fact that Korea was very much a patriarchal country. This is why many
Koreans believe this was why the Imperial Japanese purposely chose Korean females.®
Their “sexual inexperience” was coveted.®!

When these women came home they would have been greeted with rejection. The
very thing that they were supposed to maintain had been forcefully stripped from them. It
would not matter that they had no choice in the matter. Speaking about their experiences
as Comfort Women would have made them outcasts, pariahs within their societies. This is
why silence was their only option.

A lot of the testimonies from former Comfort Women in the next chapter speak about
just how much they were shunned by society. Some speak about how family members
resorted to calling them horrible names because of their forced captivity in Comfort
Stations. They faced rejection from their spouses once their pasts were discovered. In
many situations, the spouses would leave or divorce these women. Others have spoken
about hiding their identity as former Comfort Women because they view that as a sin of
theirs. Due to the negative stigma on being a Comfort Woman, many women chose to

remain silent about their ordeal.

8 Rebekah, Thomas. “The Evolution of the Status of Women in Korea: Colonial Times to the Present”.
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Unfortunately, this was a major contributing factor to why it took so long for the
sexual atrocities committed against these women to be acknowledged within the
international community. It is also why the ongoing battle for reparations has been a
tedious ordeal. Many deniers have used the forced silence of these women to argue that
their testimonies are erroneous. The age old theory that if it truly happened why did they

not come forward before now.
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Chapter Four: 90°s Redress Movement

“I wanted to speak out before I died because no one else would on my behalf... I have no
desire left other than to hear them say they are truly sorry.”*
- Kim Hak-sun, former Comfort Woman and survivor of Comfort Stations

g. First Comfort Woman to come forward testimony and other Comfort

Women testimonies

The various testimonials given by former Comfort Women have assisted in adding to
the validity that sexual atrocities were committed by Imperial Japan. The testimonial
given by Kim Hak-sun was pivotal to the discussion about the sexual atrocities
committed by Imperial Japan during World War 11, as well as the Comfort Women
Redress Movement. She was the first ever “Comfort Woman” to come forward to the
public to reveal Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities.* When she was seventeen years old,
while traveling with her stepfather, Imperial Japanese kidnapped her.* That very night
she was sexually assaulted, and thus began the sexual violence she would endure for
several months.* She was not allowed to reject any sexual advance or hide away because
she would be punished with physical violence.*

Kim Hak-sun's testimonial of her experience is just one in a sea of survivors of
Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities. Lee Yong-soo is another testimony that added validity

to the sexual atrocities debate. Lee Yong-soo has led an international group of sexual
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slavery survivors and advocates.®” She hoped to have the South Korea government and
Japan’s government reach an agreement regarding their decades stance over sexual
slavery.®® She hoped to have the United Nations assist in formulating a judgment between
the two governments.®

Song Sin-do’s testimonial of her experience offers a different perspective to those
mentioned before. Song was abducted when she was sixteen, and spent seven years
rotating through Comfort Stations in China.”® She was forced to carry on her body knife
scars and her Comfort Station name “Kaneko” tattoo on her arm for the rest of her life.”’
During her time as a Comfort Woman she was pregnant several times and gave birth to
two children.”” However, because of her situation she was forced to give them away.”
After hearing about the United States defeating Imperial Japan, with nowhere to go she
married a Japanese Imperial soldier.”* He eventually left her, and she later on lived with a
fellow Korean who resided in Japan.”

Yoo Hee-nam is another testimonial that has added merit to this debate. She was
kidnapped when she was fifteen years old.”® She was sexually assaulted for a year after
being transported to a Comfort Station in Shimonoseki, Japan.”” Along with Kim

Kyung-soon, they both filed a lawsuit in San Francisco against former Prime Minister
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Abe Shinzo and a Japanese law firm for forced labor.”® The lawsuit also included Sankei
Shimbun for an article where former Comfort Women were labeled prostitutes.”

Kim Bok-dong is another testimonial that has added merit to this debate. She was
fourteen years old when an Imperial Japanese soldier came to her home.'” They informed
her that she was needed for work in a factory, and threatened her mother if she refused to
g0.!%" Like many before her that were lied to, she never made it to any factory.'® It did
not matter that she was a child, they put her to work as soon as she entered the Comfort
Station.'” She did attempt to kill herself, but when she survived she made a promise to
herself to continue surviving.'® Kim Bok-dong wanted to ensure that her experience was
heard by others, that they learned what she had survived.'®

h. Cases

In 1991, three former Comfort Women “filed a lawsuit against the Japanese
government” in the “Tokyo District.”'% In the lawsuit, the women were seeking an
apology from the defendant for the sexual atrocities committed during Japan’s colonial
108

reign.'” They were also seeking monetary compensation from the defendants.

Unfortunately, the Court found no merit in the lawsuit being brought by these women.'"”
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In fact, the Court ruled that the lawsuit was moot because it had been settled with the
1965 Normalization Treaty.'"® Even with this disappointing decision, this case has
importance for establishing the foundation for a legal argument for restitution for the
sexual atrocities committed. This case is essential to the Comfort Women’s Redress
Movement. It sets a more recent legal precedent in the twentieth century that would carry
into the twenty-first century.

The next year another case would be brought before the “Shimonoseki branch of the
Yamaguchi District Court.”""! In this case, the plaintiffs were seeking “five hundred
million yen” from the “Japanese government.”''? Similar to the previous 1991 case, an
“apology” is also being sought from the “Japanese government.”'"® These were the first
two cases ever brought by Comfort Women.''* As, stated earlier these cases set an
essential legal precedent regarding Comfort Women and their restitution.

The 1992 lawsuit would consist of “twenty-three trials” that lasted for “six years.”'"?
This case gained the name “Kanpu Case.”"'® It gained the name because of the constant
going back and forth between “Shimonoseki (Hakan)” which is located in Japan, and
“Pusan, Korea.”""” Six years is a long time to continue a lawsuit. After a tedious six years,

the Court ruled that the plaintiffs had proven that their demands had merit.""® The Court
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awarded the women three hundred thousand yen.'”” Even though the monetary amount
did not equal the trauma these women suffered it laid the foundation for the argument that
an atrocity had occurred.

By the Japanese judicial system acknowledging that the 1992 lawsuit had merit, there
is an acknowledgment that several of the international laws had in fact been violated by
Japan. The Court acknowledged that the plaintiffs had merit in seeking “proper
legislation.”'? This is an acknowledgement that these women were sexual slaves under
Japan’s colonial rule. Earlier in this paper discussed the Slavery Convention of 1926.
This is a law recognized by the international community. This law is being referred to
again because it is important to this case.

The plaintiffs of this case were seeking an apology because of the sexual atrocities
committed by Japan during their colonel rule. As it will further be discussed in the next
chapter of this paper, in each testimony provided by Comfort Woman, they were
considered property of Imperial Japan and the Imperial Japanese military. This is
considered slavery, which is considered prohibited under the Slavery Convention of
1926. It states that under Article 1 subsection 1 states that “slavery is the status or
condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of
ownership are exercised.”'?! In the testimonies of each of these women, they were forced
into the Comfort Stations. They were also not allowed to leave the Comfort Stations or
reject the sexual violence committed against them. It also states that under Article 1

subsection 2 states that “all acts involved in the capture, acquisition or disposal of a
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person with intent to reduce him to slavery ... in general, every act of trade or transport in
slaves.”'*

During the time a decision was being rendered for the second lawsuit, the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda was also rendering a decision for Jean Paul
Akayesu. In the Akayesu case, he was charged with numerous crimes under crimes
against humanity. Earlier crimes against humanity were defined as “... a widespread or
systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the
attack.”'® The Court determined that Akayesu was guilty of Crime against
humanity(murder); Crime against humanity(torture); and Crime against
humanity(rape).'** This case was immensely important to the furtherment of the
international legal community.

The Chambers held that there was evidence that established “beyond a reasonable
doubt that during the events of 1994, Tutsi girls and women were subjected to sexual
violence, beaten, and killed...”'* Several witnesses in the case testified to observing or
being subjected to the acts mentioned above. The Chamber also found that Akayesu was

guilty “beyond a reasonable doubt” having “reason to know and in fact knew that sexual

violence” was occuring.'”® The Chamber also found “beyond a reasonable doubt” that
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Akayesu knew “that women were being taken away... and sexually violated.”'*’
Akayesu, similar to Japan, chose to allow and participate in sexual atrocities.

Similar to Akayesu, Japan had knowledge of the sexual atrocities being committed
by the Imperial Japanese military. The Japanese government also did not attempt to
prevent sexual atrocities being committed by their military. Even though under their own
laws, the sexual atrocities being committed were illegal. Under their Field Service Code,
chapter three, subsection eight it states “Those on the field must not indulge in wine and
women or allow desire to becloud their consciences thereby damaging the prestige of the
Imperial Army and causing the dissipation of a body dedicated to service...”'?® In fact,
the Japanese government authorized the establishment of the Comfort Stations in regard
to prevent rape and sexually transmitted diseases.'*’ It was also an response from the
Japanese government to prevent another Rape of Nanjing from occurring.'*® This is
evidently a clear indication of the Japanese government’s involvement in the sexual
atrocities being committed against these women.

This case laid the foundations for the “Citizens’ Asia Peace Fund for Women.”"!
Even though the plaintiffs lawsuit was deemed to have merit, many have found the

judgment in this case lacking. In fact, Takemae Eiji argued that in comparison to

Germany’s compensation for their atrocities, Japan’s efforts were lacking.'** He further
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stated that the Citizens' Asia Peace Fund for Women was established to allow Japan to
escape their “legal responsibility.”'** There is some validity to Eiji’s argument. Starting
from 1995 until 2005, the Citizens’ Asia Peace Fund for Women raised a total of one
billion three hundred and fifteen million yen."** This is the equivalent of eight million
five hundred and five thousand four hundred and twenty United States dollars. In
comparison to the “fifty billion United States dollars” contributed to Germany’s
“victims”, it shows the lack of efforts being exhibited on Japan’s part.'®
i. Korean Council for Military Sexual Slavery Issues

The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery was
established in 1990."* This organization was established to assist the former Comfort
Women in their fight for justice. Over the years this organization had accomplished many
accomplishments for the Redress Movement. An example would be after the Women’s
Tribunal, they drafted “a plan to shut down “, as well as changing the “name” of the
organization.'*” Through the work of this organization and the survivors of Japan’s sexual
atrocities they have continued to work to gain the international community's
acknowledgement that this issue exceeds “Japan and South Korea.”'
There has been controversy surrounding this organization. This controversy has

slowly begun to change the general public belief of former Comfort Women. A former

Comfort Women stated that the organization had “exploited” the “ordeal” of former
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Comfort Women."** These women were exploited for more funding.'*® Now this scandal
opens the door for denialists to argue that the Redress Movement was only after monetary
gain.

There is an investigation regarding this issue because of the claims that funds are
accepted by the organization for personal gain.'*"' An investigation means that there is
merit to the claims. This could be used against Comfort Women to argue that the Redress
Movement has been nothing more than a way to scam money out of the international
community. Obviously, there is zero merit in that statement, but the evidence is not
favorable.

The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery has had
many wonderful impacts on the Redress Movement that should not be overlooked. In
1992, they held the Asia Solidarity Conference.'** The goal for this conference is to first
unify the “victims, activists, and organizations” from the “Asia-Pacific region.”'** The
second goal for this conference is to spread the movement,”’adopt resolutions, action
plans, and recommendations” to use in seeking out an “apology and reparations” from
Japan.'* There have been several Asia Solidarity Conferences held since 1992. However,

no matter what year it is, the goal has always been maintained.
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j- Wednesday Demonstrations

The first Wednesday Demonstration was held in 1992.'* The Wednesday
Demonstrations have been going on in South Korea for thirty-one years now. These
demonstrations are held “in front of the Japanese embassy in Seoul.”'*¢ The location of
these demonstrations serve as a reminder to the Japanese government that their past
sexual atrocities have not been forgotten. The Wednesday Demonstrations serve several
purposes to establish the legal argument that Imperial Japan committed crimes against
humanity.

At the very first Wednesday Demonstration in 1992, there were “thirty supporters”
who attended the demonstrations.'*” The demonstration in 1992 was in response to
Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa visiting Seoul.'*® This demonstration has
evolved over thirty two years. There have been new and old faces at every demonstration,
but the goal has never changed. They are seeking a sincere apology from Japan and

monetary restitution for the trauma inflicted on them.
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Chapter Five: Comfort Women Testimonies

“On weekdays, I had to take 15 soldiers a day... On Saturdays and Sundays, it was more
than 50. We were treated worse than beasts.”'*
- Kim Bok-dong, former Comfort Woman and survivor of Comfort Stations

k. 2 =) |:/d

In an earlier section I discussed the various testimonies provided by Comfort Women.
Originally this section was meant to be under the 90’s Redress Movement section of the
thesis paper. The testimonies that will be present in this section were recorded in Voices
of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from Memories. The first ever English
edition of this book was released in 2022. The book was released in the Twenty-First
Century, but was recording accounts that took place during the Twentieth Century. Taking
this into account a section dedicated to this book was created. It was also decided that it
would be placed in between the 90’s Redress Movement section and the Twenty-First
Century section. This was to acknowledge the connection between the two sections of
this thesis paper.

71 3} (Kim Hwa-son) life before, during, and after her time as a Comfort Woman
is heartbreaking. Her testimony offers an insight to just how damaging it was to be a
Comfort Woman. Her testimony provides evidence that provides legitimacy to the legal
argument charging Japan for committing crimes against humanity during World War II.
3} 4 life before the Comfort Stations was filled with hardship. Her family was
extremely poor, and lived on rations."*® Sometimes the rations were not enough for her

family to survive.

14 Sang-Hun, Choe. “Kim Bok-dong, Wartime Sex Slave Who Sought Reparations for Koreans, Dies at
92.” The New York Times, 2019. https:/www.nytimes.com/2019/01/29/obituaries/kim-bok-dong-dead.html
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Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 5.
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3} 4 family’s hardships was what prompted her to be lured by the Imperial
Japanese soldiers promises.'*! This would prove to be a detrimental decision for her.

3} A describes her experiences traveling to the Comfort Station. 3} 4, along with the
other women traveling with her, had no idea what awaited them. Even though they were
trafficked in train compartments meant for goods, they still managed to share laughter
amongst one another.'** This naivety is a striking contrast to her narrative of the
following events.

3} 4] during her time in Comfort Stations suffered sexual atrocities, battery,
attempted murder, and cruelty at the hands of the Imperial Japanese military.'>* She also
witnessed fellow Comfort Women suffer sexual atrocities, sometimes she also witnessed
the murders of these same women.'>* 3} 4| time as a Comfort Woman was an daily
reminder of the cruelty within the world. She spent the majority of her time being
trafficked by the Imperial Japanese military from location to location.'”> All of these
actions by the Imperial Japanese military can be clearly defined as crimes against
humanity.

3} 4 suffering did not end once she was liberated from the Comfort Stations.
Throughout her life after World War II she faced adversity. She never had children, which
she equated to the sexual atrocities she suffered, but there could be a connection to the

“606 injections” that Comfort women were forced to take to combat sexual diseases.'*®
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The “606 injections” main ingredient was Salvarsan that after using for an extensive time
period lead to infertility.'"” After reading the testimony of 3} 4], along with the
previous testimonies, there is an enough evidence to present a legal argument for crimes
against humanity.

| AR s

71 %91 (Kim Chang-yon) testimony was just as disheartening as S}41 4], %<1 4]
had similar experiences as the previous Comfort Woman, but there were also stark
contrasts in their testimonies. “ 14| vividly describes her experience as a Comfort
Woman. While reading her testimony, the reader can easily imagine each situations
narrated by %14, Her testimony is also not explicit as 3} 4] .

A A became a Comfort Woman through her stepfather selling her.'*® This is a
contrast to how the previous survivor ended up as a Comfort Woman. <1 4| keeped
being sold to different buyers until she ended on a ship that was heading to an tropical
island.'*® Her experience on the ship was chaotic. <14 vividly describes the moment
the ship was sinking, and her first near death experience. She recounts being forced off
the sinking ship into the ocean where she tiredly awaited to be rescued.'®® Through her
narrations of this event the reader could get the feeling of waiting alongside her to be
rescued.

After <14 and the other survivors were rescued it was not long until they were put

to work. %914 describes crying and resisting being made to sexual services the

Japanese men.'®' %<1 4] did not speak about much physical violence occurring during
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her time as a Comfort. When discussing her resistance to sexual services, the only
punishment she spoke of is food being withheld or having a limitation on how many
meals she was given.'® This is a stark contrast to 3} 4] who suffered physical violence
if she resisted. 14 also spoke having similar experience as 3} 4| about the required
injections and being off the days the injections were administered.'®®

In contrast to 3} 4], <1 4] spoke about receiving monetary loans that escalated
her “debt.”'** This piece of information was shocking and could be used as a counter
argument. If she was receiving monetary funds, even if they were loans, it provides
validity to the argument that there were no sexual atrocities committed by Imperial Japan.
The opposing argument would be that these women were simply prostitutes. It will not
matter that whatever was loaned was double in debt, and it was a means of denying these
women their freedoms.'®®

After <14 was liberated from the Comfort Stations she spent a lot of time moving
from various locations. %14 described not knowing that Korea had been liberated, but
feeling angry at the Imperial Japanese military for not informing them of the liberation.'®
She did not wait too long before heading back to where she was originally from. Once

she had returned home she attempted to live a relatively normal life for someone
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suffering from enduring sexual atrocities. %% would go on to get pregnant three
times, and birth two children.'®’

Unfortunately, %<1 4] would suffer the judgment of society. As stated in a previous
section, women that came home from Comfort Stations would have been greeted with
rejection. In a patriarchal society, Comfort Women would be viewed as tainted women.
A A faced rejection numerous times once it was discovered she was a former
Comfort Woman. Her first husband, after finding out she was a former Comfort Woman,
called her horrid names, kicked her out of the house, divorced her, and eventually took
her son away from her.'®® This would not be the only time she faced rejection.

In her second marriage, once her status as a former Comfort Woman was discovered
she was rejected by her martial family.'®” Once again she was being rejected for the
sexual atrocities she endured at the hands of Imperial Japan. <14 testimony is so
different from 3} 4] testimony. Yet even with these differences, both of these women
endured and survived the sexual atrocities committed by Imperial Japan. There is a
beauty in the silverlining presented in these two testimonies. Just like other Comfort
Women, these women did not allow their adversities stop them from surviving.

m. 3 54

Sk -4 (Han Ok-son) testimony was just as disheartening as 3}%1 4 and &< 4. st

£- 4| had similar experiences like the previous two testimonies provided. 3+ <1 4]

offers an insight into not only her plight during her time as a Comfort Woman, but how it

has impacted her well into her older years. 3+ <1 4] testimony enlightens the reader
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into the medical horrors former Comfort Women have to endure years after Imperial
Japan’s reign.

Sk -4 4 did not become a Comfort Woman through her family selling her. In 1937,
at the age of eighteen, $+ <14 moved to Seoul.'” During this time she was able to
attend school for a short time.'”' However, this did not last long. 3+ <41 %] mother
passed away, and she was forced to start working at Takasa shoten.!”? 3+ <41 %] was not
immediately sold once she started working at Takasa shoten. $+ <41 %] worked for
several months before she went back home to attend her mother’s memorial day.'”

Once she returned to Takasa shoten, she was approached by a guest, an old man, who
promised to help her make more money.'” This would be the turning point for g+
£-X1 3. Once she decided to follow this man to his establishment she was greeted by
seven other girls, that 3+ <14 would later find out were sold to the same man that
approached her.'”” When g <21 4] first observed the seven other girls, none of them
seemed scared. In fact, 3+ <414 stated that the girls seemed cheerful.'’® As an outsider I
wonder if these other girls were forced to appear cheerful or if they were cheerful
because they had no idea what awaited them? Right away as a outsider you can see the
deception, and feel a sense of outrage for ¢+ <414, This would not be the only time a

sense of outrage appeared while learning about 3+ <A1 %] experience.
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<-4 4] was moved around throughout her time as a Comfort woman. The first
place she was moved to was Sonchon, she only stayed there for a short period.'”” F
<-4 would be moved from there to Jilin, before once again being moved to Sinuiju
and Pengtien.'” During her time in Jilin, $F <1 4| begin to noticed what was happening
to the other girls. Those that were committing sexual violence attempted to force 3t
£-X 4 to participate, but she repeatedly refused their advances.'”” Due to her refusal to
conform, $+ %A1 4| suffered. She suffered verbal and physical violence, however, she
persisted in her resistance.'®

After resisting for so long, 3+ <4144 tormentors grew tired of her resistance. F
<-4 was moved to the frontlines, where she continued to resist against the sexual
violence being committed.'® However, this only angered the men and led to further
suffering for 3+ <A 4|. 3k 529 4] was locked in a storage, beaten, and starved for her
resistance.'® They would periodically check if 3+ <% was done resisting, but each
time her strength never waivered.'®® However, even the strongest person would eventually
succumb to conformity when faced with violence daily. It would not be long before g+

<244 would follow this same path.
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Towards the end of 3} %414 stay in Taiyuan she gave up her resistance.'®* gt
£-X 4 continued to suffer physical violence, but now sexual violence was added to this
horrifying situation.'® It feels like these men were punishing 3+ <41 4] for disobeying
them. Their actions speak loudly of their inner thoughts, how dare 3 <413 reject
them? She should know her place, always beneath Imperial Japan and its citizens. They
did not see ¥+ <13 or the other women as human beings. They were true sadists.

Once 3+ <414 had left Taiyuan she was moved to Oraeigang.'®® At this point she
was subjected to a medical examination.'®” 3+ <-4 4] describes an instrument, she calls a
duck- billed, being inserted into her private region.'®® When ¢ <% was describing
the process of her medical examination, it felt like a private moment. The fact $+ <A1 4]
was sharing this experience felt like an invasion of her privacy. However, this was each
woman’s experience as former Comfort Women. A constant invasion of their bodies,
minds, and souls.

During her time in Oreaigang, she met Officer Haga.'®® Officer Haga eventually
became a regular visitor of 3 <414 1% In her testimony, $F <14 states that she once
again resisted by choosing who she served.'”! She further stated that she did this because

Officer Haga was the father of her child.'”> 3+ <-4 was clearly seeking any way to
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keep up her resistance. Even though Officer Haga was just as much as a perpetrator as the
others, he also symbolized a bit of freedom for 3 <414

When &t <4134 was once again moved, she no longer had the freedom to resist the
sexual violence.'”® However, it was not long before Officer Haga found her once more.
He managed to get her a corner room, and only he visited $F <414 1 &1 %24 4] had
two children with Haga.'”> She had to eventually give up her oldest daughter to the
elderly couple that was assisting her.'”® One could only imagine the pain ¢+ <14 had
to endure when she gave up her daughter. No matter how her children were conceived,
they were hers. Being forced to part with your child because it would be safer for the
child is heartbreaking.

St -4 3 relationship with the father of her daughters was one of security. The
relationship offered 3+ <%14 a form of protection from the more heinous aspects that
other Comfort Women endured. However, do not mistake this for not having suffered
sexual violence. By the time that 3} <414 was liberated she was twenty-seven years
old."’ She had spent almost a decade surviving the atrocities she had faced. Even after
the liberation she was still forced to remain where she was, before she was allowed to

leave.'”®
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Sl 5214, and many others like her, was not allowed to take any evidence of her
time as a Comfort Woman.'”® All photographic evidence was destroyed.?? 3+ <A1 4]
traumatic experience continued once she returned home. 3+ <414 felt like a burden to
her parents, so she ended up going to her sister’s house.?”' She eventually would be
sexually violated once again, this violation would produce a child.?* It is clear that g+
£-X 4] was constantly encountering misfortune. She would eventually give birth twice,
three months apart, due to already being pregnant.”® Unfortunately, both children would
succumb to death.?* It is clear that from the very moment ¢ <13 was tricked her life
has been filled with sorrow and pain.

St -4 3 pain translates through her testimony. Her loss is nothing that any of us
have ever experienced. However, just like $F <4144, many women shared the same fate
as her. She was forced to remain with the man that had committed sexual violence against
her. She remained with him for decades, and during the entire time he was never faithful
to her.?”® He produced several children outside of the marriage, and her in-laws were
never kind to her.?

St -4 3 entire life after surviving the sexual atrocities she endured was spent in

sorrow, pain, and fear. She lived in fear of others learning about her past as a Comfort
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Woman for the majority of her life. Only once she reached her elder years did she feel
like there was no need to fear anyone finding out, and this was only because she had
grown too old to care.?’” Her children had no idea of her past as a Comfort Woman.?*® St
<-4 was a survivor of an horrendous atrocity.

This horrendous atrocity that was never her, or any of the former Comfort Womens,
fault. However, she viewed it as her “sin”.?*’ This is why it is important to hear the voices
of those that survived the sexual atrocities committed by Imperial Japan. This is why
history, as well as the entire international community, should acknowledge the crimes
against humanity that were committed during World War II by Japan. The longer this
horrendous crime is disregarded, the longer the narrative of disparaging former Comfort
Women is allowed to be perpetrated by those that wish to erase history.

n. 24 XII

71 9 2} (Kim Yong-ja) is another survivor of the sexual atrocities committed by
Imperial Japan. 7 % A}A] was taken as a Comfort Woman when she was fifteen years
old.?" It is clear that time as a Comfort Woman still heavily impacts her. She was
reluctant to discuss her time as a Comfort Woman. Instead, her interview mainly focused
on her escape from the Comfort Station and her life in the following years.

It is understandable 71 %3 A} reluctance to remember such a traumatic time in her
life. During her time as a Comfort Woman she was forced to endure sexual atrocities that

still impact her today. 7 % A% gave birth, through a cesarean, to her only child when
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she was a Comfort Woman.'' Unfortunately, this child would not survive past infancy.?'
Never personally experiencing motherhood again after going through ordeal more than
likely left an emotional scar on 7 % A}4].

The rare moments during the interview 71 % A}#| spoke about her time as a Comfort
Woman was just as horrific as the previous interviews. Similar to the other women, 7
% A} was subjected to medical procedures. 7 %3 A}4| spoke of having to go to the
hospital every week for “examinations”.?'* She also was given unknown “vaccinations”
all in the name of keeping certain sexual diseases from happening.?'* This clear disregard
for her medical autonomy was something that had been observed with the previous
women.

None of the concern shown by the Japanese military was for the health and safety of
these women. All of this precaution was for the Japanese military to be able to continue
committing sexual atrocities against these women. % 4 A}A|, and other Comfort Women
had to endure medical violation just so they could continue enduring the sexual atrocities
committed against them. Ironically, all of this precaution did not always ensure that non
sexual transmitted disease was contracted. 71 % A4 would learn this fact the hard way.
She would be forced to endure “medical injections” in her older years to treat the

contracted disease from her time as a Comfort Woman.?"?
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This was not the only physical reminder that 71 % A4 carried with her through life.
It was not enough that they had stripped 7! % A4 of her autonomy. They also had to
strip her of her link to her heritage. Insuring that she would always remember that
Imperial Japan, 71 % A3 was branded on her “right arm” with the name “Mitaka” '
This branding was just another reminder of her time in sexual slavery under Imperial
Japan. Even though previous interviewees did not discuss having a similar type of
branding, they also bore the reminder of their time in sexual slavery.

71 9 =} life even after being an Comfort Woman was not one of peace. Based on
her descriptions, 71 % A% more than likely lived near or in a Camptown during the
following years. 71 % A4 family slowly died out over the years, until it was just her
brother left.?'” 7 % A4 would eventually cut ties with her brother for his disparaging
words, which served as a reminder of her suffering.?'* This would not be the only time 7]
% A} was ridiculed and disrespected for what she had to endure as a Comfort Woman.

In 71 9 A older years, she took care of her “grandson”, who was not biologically
related to her.?!” She mainly was a very sociable individual. Even with her refusal to
allow her past to decide how she lived there were instances she was reminded. There was

a woman that 71 % X}3 was friendly with, however, once the women learned about her

past as a Comfort Women she became disgusted.??® 7] J Z}%] was able to build a house
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by paying one sack of rice per year for the land it resided on.?*! It seems that 7]
% A lived very frugal.

71 9 #}4 life like the previous women was filled with sadness and turmoil. She
experienced many of the same horrors as the other women. However, her refusal to allow
it to dictate her life was inspirational. Every single one of these women are a testament
that Japan did not kill their spirits. They are still resisting and fighting for their voices to
be heard.

o. H A

%] %] (Choe Kap-sun) testimony was one that invoked sadness. Similar to the
previous testimonies & %] <= #| endured a lifetime of trauma. While reading #| 7<= 4|
testimony, there was a sense of anger. This woman has known nothing but struggle her
entire life. However, 3 7] <= 4] seems to always keep pushing forward through
adversity.

%] 1= A mother was the real reason she ended up as a Comfort Woman.??2 Her
own mother refused to allow her husband to be taken away, but willingly gave away her
fifteen year old daughter.”® The first place she ended up at was Tamyang, it was here that
they changed her appearance.”* The style that she was given had modern aspects.

Eventually, she moved to another town, it was here that she came in contact with more

teenage girls.”” During this time #| 7] <= 4| was simply trafficked from town to town.
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%] 7<= A eventually makes it to China, and it is here she begins her traumatic
experience as a Comfort Woman.?*® Everyday each girl was forced to endure constant
sexual violence.””” # %] <= 4 and the other women were told they had to pay of a “debt”
they owed.”?® However, it seems like the balance on the debt was never going to reach
zero. & 7<= A was forced to endure all forms of sexual violence, this included
sodomy.?? # 7] <= A was not offered any type of respect or care during this entire
ordeal.

Similar to the other testimonies 3 7<= % had to endure weekly medical
check-ups.?° She had to endure being beaten up, which she loses all of her teeth in one of
these hardships.”' This was not the only time she had to deal with traumatic experiences
at the Comfort Station. On a particular occasion, & 7] <= Al witness the death of a
pregnant girl.>*> The trauma of that experience did not end with the death of the young
girl, her dead baby was forcibly removed from her corpse.”** Just like the previous
testimonies, 3 7] <= 4| was subjected to atrocities on a daily basis while she was a

Comfort Woman.
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%] 7<= A was eventually liberated from being a Comfort Woman.”** However, this
did not mean she did not witness further heinous acts. Russians were killing and raping
freed Comfort Women.”* While Chinese people were simply killing those that were
former Comfort Women.>* Since she was fifteen years old # 7] <= 4 had been far away
from home, and now that she had her freedom there was a chance she would not make it
back to Korea.

%] 715 A eventually made it back to Korea in her late twenties.”*” By this time the
Korean War was causing chaos all throughout the country.”® % 7] <= 3] worked as a
seller for a while.”” After a while she eventually adopted a young boy.?** When the
young boy eventually reached the age of twenty-one, he joined the Army and # 7<= 4|
was alone again.?*! It's clear that even though | 7] <= 4| took care the young boy, she
had no desire to have a child or get married.

%] 315 A eventually married an impotent man.?* Based on %] %] <= 4 description
of her husband, she was not fond of him. In fact it almost seems like she hated him. =]

3

7] <= A husband took zero interest in her, however, she still continued to care for him.>*

It was clear that #| %] <= #| was the provider of the household.
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%] 7]<= A was not only taking care of her lazy husband. Her younger brother would
eventually come seeking assistance.”** Z| 7<= A| younger brother argued that since she
already was taking care of her no good husband, she should be willing to assist him.***
After constantly assisting her younger brother, Z 7<= 4| would eventually go into
debt.?*® She was clearly only seen as someone they could benefit off of.

%] Z1<= A adopted son, daughter-in-law, and their baby came to visit for three
months.?’ The entire time they were there they caused more financial problems for |
7<= A, and when her adopted son’s family left the borrowed money.?*® % 7] <= 4|
younger brother and adopted son never paid any of the money the borrowed back.?*
Eventually, after struggling 3 7] <= 4] decided to move to Seoul to make a better living
for herself, she did ask her husband to go with her but he did not want to go.*° It could be
that he was scared of change or preferred where they were. However, eventually he
followed # 7] <= 4 to Seoul where he stayed with her until he eventually passed
away.”!

%] <= A refuses to tell her adopted son about her ordeal as a Comfort Woman. >
Similar to the previous women, she feels shame for what she had to endure as a Comfort

Woman. Eventually, she tells Oska who helps her get registered on the Comfort Woman
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registry with the government.?

This registry has come up before in the previous
testimonies. It is important to understand that every testimony provided has entailed
details of poverty. Even though each of these women have been attempting to maintain
their way of life, they are sometimes unable to accomplish this goal.

The poverty that these women endure is just another effect from the trauma of being a
Comfort Woman. Their bodies had to endure an unbearable amount of trauma.
Unfortunately, the effects of that trauma stayed with them the rest of their lives.
Everything that these women endured was a violation of their human rights. That fact
alone should be enough to argue for another Tribunal charging Japan for crimes against
humanity. However, these now elderly women are forced to keep fighting for justice.

p. o} &%

o} &% (An Yun-hong) experience was a little different compared to the other
womens testimonies. Even with these differences, there are still similarities between <+
54 testimony and the previous women's testimonies. While reading SF 534
testimony, the emotions one feels are heartbreak, anger, and remorse for what has been
forcibly taken from her. Even though the reader feels all of these emotions, not once will
the reader feel pity. ¢} £--2-4], just like all of the other women, has a type of strength
that not many will ever have the honor of knowing.

o} 8% 4 was married off by the time she was fourteen years old because her family

wanted to avoid her ending up at a Comfort Station.”** Her husband was eight years older

than her, but was always nice to her.**> Even though she did not come from an affluent
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family, they did attempt to protect her from the horrors of being a Comfort Woman.
Unfortunately, ¢F 54| would eventually succumb to the fate of being a Comfort
Woman. However, before that happened her life was fairly normal.

Even though her husband and his grandmother were kind to her, the rest of his family
was not kind to ¢} 5% .2%¢ Eventually, it became to much and ¢} -84 husband quit

his position as a teacher to protect ¢} --3-#] .27 They ended up moving away from their

extended family, and it would not be long before 9t #34] was drafted for the
military.>*® She was left with two small children, and was forced to go back home because
she could not survive by herself.>

After living with her mother for two years, she was approached about receiving
compensation from Japan for the death of her husband.?® This would be a mistake. She
was trafficked all the way to a Comfort Station in China.?®! It was once F &34 saw

what the other young women were doing, did she realize it was a Comfort Station.?** One

can only imagine the terror she was going through.

o

b §-3-# attempted to escape numerous times.?*® QF §-3-#] was beaten, tied her
upside down, and had her legs cut open.?** This can only be described as torture. <F

54 was continuously forced to remain where she did not want to be. 9 #34] and
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the other women were forced to remain in a dangerous situation. They were treated as
less than human beings.

o} &34 stated she never got sick, but she would eventually become pregnan

t.265
Her pregnancy was what led her to being kicked out of the Comfort Station.?*® The
rejection of pregnancy within Comfort Stations is constantly spoken of in each testimony.
However, this never seemed to deter these predators from committing sexual atrocities.
o} &-%&4 eventually made it back to Korea, but this was not the end of her hardships.2*’

o} &-%4 learned that her in-laws had taken her two children, and feeling ashamed
of being pregnant she secretly gave birth to her son.?*® She was not sure if she wanted to
raise her child or place him up for adoption.’® However, in the end she chose to raise her
son, and because of this choice she was viewed in a shameful light by the community.*"
Once again society inflicts their beliefs onto these women. These women were never
shameful. No, what was always shameful was Japan committing sexual atrocities, and
society deeming these women as shameful.

o} 8% 4 ended up registering her son under the man who friends with her

husband.?”" She did this so her son could get an education.?’”> Her son eventually learned

265 Chungmoo,Choi, and Hyon-a Yang. Voices of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from
Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 99

266 Ibid.

%7 Chungmoo,Choi, and Hyon-a Yang. Voices of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from
Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 100

268 Chungmoo,Choi, and Hyon-a Yang. Voices of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from
Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 100-101

%9 Ibid.

27 Chungmoo,Choi, and Hydn-a Yang. Voices of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from
Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 101

2"l Chungmoo,Choi, and Hyon-a Yang. Voices of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from
Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 101-102

72 Chungmoo,Choi, and Hydn-a Yang. Voices of the Korean Comfort Women: History Rewritten from
Memories. N.p.: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2022. pp. 102

53



about his heritage from S} £--34] 27 It was lovely reading her son’s response after
learning about his heritage. <+ £-3-34 son felt no shame about his heritage, and did not
believe his mother should feel any shame.?™* He is right, none of these women should feel
an ounce of shame.

q- bsewt

L} <=5+ (Na Sun-man) testimony was disheartening. Reading 1} <= %F#is a reminder
that sometimes what happens to you can be a detriment to your mental health. What is
often forgotten when discussing Comfort Women is their mental health. These women
have been forced to live with the memories of the abusers. Yes, the past should not be
forgotten, but one has to wonder about the price of remembering.

Before she was a Comfort Woman, U <= %] came from a wealthy family.?” She
was taken when she was very young, along with her Aunt.”’® She was drugged and
trafficked all the way to Japan.?”” There is no doubt that moment U 5=+ was petrified.
This was a young girl who had only known the life of affluency.

L} = 9HA] was split up from her Aunt, and eventually questioned about her family.?”®

She ended up working a labor job because of how young she was.?” As of this moment

she has not suffered through any sexual atrocity. This would not be the situation for too
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long. Y = 9H4] arrived in the cities that the nuclear bombs were dropped.?®® This route
was simply the same route that others had taken.

Once they got to there destination, U <= 7H was subjected to sexual violence.?' 1}
=9HA| continued to fight, but in the end she was brutally raped.?®* This is a young girl
being forced to endure a type of brutality that only a deviant would find acceptable.
Crimes against humanity lists rape as one of the subsections. This sexual actorcity
committed against L} =74 is one more piece of evidence proving the impact the
Comfort Station had on many.

Due to U = 9H4 continuance of resisting while being rape, her arm was broken.**®
She suffered through repeated incidents of physical abuse.?®* Eventually U <= %] was
liberated, but this was after she had physically and mentally suffered.?®> U} <=%7+4 finally
reached Korea in 1947.2%¢ 1} <=7F4] would eventually have children of her own.?s” At
one point in her life she went mentally insane.?*®

L} <= 9HA entire testimony was heartbreaking. Just like many of the other

testimonies, 1} i~ %4 showed that she was ashamed of her past. U = 9F#| did not want
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her name marked down regarding her interview.”® Once again a survivor of another's
actorcity feels ashamed. What happened to 1 <= %F4| was never in her control. However,

these women have been made to feel as if it was their fault.
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Chapter Six: 21st Century Redress Movement

“ All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”*”°

- Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
r. The Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal

Current popular memories of the sexual atrocities committed during the
Sino-Japanese War has become a constant debate within the International community.
There have been those that denounced the testimonies of the victims. Typically, these
individuals hold a pro-Japanese view, and believe that these individuals are either lying or
are not remembering the events correctly. The other side of this debate are those that were
the victims of Japan’s atrocities. However, as the years dwindle by more and more of the
victims are succumbing to death.

Due to the constant number of Japan’s victims dying there is a growing pressure to
finally get the justice that the victims deserve. This entire battle has always been for
Japan to finally acknowledge all of their atrocities and show true contrition. However,
one has to wonder what type of justice is truly being sought now? It has been almost a
century since the end of World War II, and many of those that were victimized by Japan’s
Imperial Army are slowly dwindling in numbers. The same can be said for the number of
perpetrators still alive to actually face justice.

Justice under the law seeks to provide restitution for the victims. Restitution means
that there is a possibility for restoring that individual back to their former self or at least
make them whole again. How do you restore someone that suffered sexual violence

almost a century ago? The answer to that question is difficult to provide because what

20 Gaymon, Bennett. “Dignity and Governance: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” In
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was taken can never be given back. These women have lived with the trauma they
suffered by the hands of the Japanese Imperial Army. Their trauma has been passed down
not only through each generation, but it has left a dark shadow on the society that
continued to survive after these atrocities.

Knowing the everlasting impact these atrocities have left, what type of justice can
truly provide some form of restitution for Japan’s victims? Retributive justice or
restorative justice, which one will deliver the contrition being sought? The answer to this
question depends on what type of contrition is being sought. If the goal is to seek
acknowledgment of what happened under Japan’s rule and to ensure that it never happens
again, then restorative justice. Restorative justice is all about finding out the problem and
finding a solution so it can be used in the future.”' If the goal is to have the perpetrators
stand before the law to receive punishment, then retributive justice. Retributive justice is
all about distributing fault and punishment.?

Over the past seventy-eight years, there has been an attempt to seek justice using
retributive justice and restorative justice. This started right after the end of World War II
with the International Military Tribunal for the Far East. However, unlike the Nuremberg
Trials, the International Military Tribunal for the Far East did not accomplish the same
justice for its victims. The knowledge of the Comfort Stations was known during the

Tribunal, however, it was not identified as one of Japan’s “war crimes.”*”* The

International Military Tribunal for the Far East failed to provide restitution to Japan’s

I BAILEY, RAZAAN, and THELMA EKIYOR, eds. “Retributive Justice v Restorative Justice.”
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victims. This left behind forever festring trauma wounds within the victims, their
families, and the society that was left behind to rebuild after the war.?**

There could be an argument for using the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women as a legal basis. The Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women was adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly on December 18, 1979.2° The Convention was the
culmination of more than thirty years of work by the United Nations Commission on the
Status of Women, a body established in 1946 to monitor the situation of women and to
promote women's rights.? It has been instrumental in bringing to light all the areas in
which women are denied equality with men.?’” These efforts for the advancement of
women have resulted in several declarations and conventions, of which the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women is the central and most
comprehensive document.*®

South Korea signed onto the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women on May 25, 1983.2% They ratified on December 27,1984.>% Japan signed onto the
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on July 17,1980.3"'

They ratified on June 25, 1985.%* Given the fact both South Korea and Japan ratified the

Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there is little room for
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why there hasn’t been further progression to improving the issues surrounding women in
the two countries. Japan and South Korea are both signatories of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, one would assume Japan
would be working overtime to rectify this injustice. However, instead Japan is refusing to
be held accountable for their country’s past actions.

In December 2000, the Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal was held in
Tokyo.**® The Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal sought to be a “court of
justice”, focusing the Tribunal’s attention on matters of “sexual slavery” and any other
forms of “sexual violence against women”.>*** The Women’s International War Crimes
Tribunal, similar to the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, was using
retributive justice and restorative justice. Similar to the International Military Tribunal for
the Far East, Japan was provided the opportunity to argue their case. However, the Prime
Minister of Japan in 2000, Yoshiro Mori, did not respond to the invitation to take part in
the Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal .**

Similar to the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, the Women’s
International War Crimes Tribunal did not have a major impact on resolving. The
Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal had no valid power to enforce any judgment
rendered. Once again the International legal community has left Comfort Women without
any valid justice. However, even though this tribunal had no valid power it did lay the

foundation for other movements.

3%Elizabeth W, Son. Embodied Reckonings: “Comfort Women,” Performance, and Transpacific Redress.
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2018. pp. 65.
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s. The War and Women’s Human Rights Center

In August of 2018, the Women’s Human Rights Institute started a center that
researched the history of Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities in World War I11.3% They will
be extending their research into other countries, “including China, Japan and countries in
Southeast Asia” to obtain information about the atrocities committed there.’*” They will
also be “preserving history” using the “publication and dissemination of records” found
in South Korea and other countries.*”® This process is important to the Redress
Movement. Preserving and dissecting all historical evidence available is necessary in
establishing a resolution to the Comfort Women issue.

The Redress Movement is about seeking justice for the former Comfort Women.
Given that once Japan had lost the fight in World War II, they did everything possible to
ensure no evidence existed detailing atrocities. This is why it is necessary to establish
institutes and think tanks who can research for the Redress Movement. This also assists
in the relationship between Japan and South Korea. If there is physical evidence of
Japan’s past actions, it becomes harder for Japan to negate their responsibility to rectify
the wrong.

t. Wednesday Demonstrations

Since the 1990°s, former Comfort Women and their supporters have held
demonstrations in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul, South Korea. These
demonstrations are called the Wednesday Demonstration because they are held every

Wednesday each week. The purpose of these demonstrations is to finally have Japan
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acknowledge the sexual atrocities committed. The survivors of Japan’s sexual actorcities
are seeking justice. However, this has been an ongoing battle.

In 2002, the five hundredth Wednesday Demonstration took place.*” The same year
the Wednesday Demonstration was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records for the
“longest regula protest.”'’ This is a drastic change from the first Wednesday
Demonstration held in the 1990’s. Last year, at the sixteenth hundredth Wednesday
Demonstration about “200 activists” gathered in front of the “ former compound of the
Japanese Embassy.”*!! Each year this demonstration is held is a reminder of just how
profound this movement has been for numerous individuals.

When the thousandth Wednesday Demonstration took place several years ago, a
special surprise was unveiled. “A statue of a girl in traditional costume” was unveiled at
this historic demonstration.’'> There were a few prolific individuals that attended this
historic Wednesday Demonstration. One of these prolific individuals to attend was former
Comfort Woman Kim Bok-dong.*!* These demonstrations are a reminder to Japan that
their past atrocities will not be forgotten.

u. Comfort Women and the United States of America Congress

After Kim Hak- sun came forward in the 1990’s about her ordeal as a Comfort

Woman, the Redress Movement took off. The international community was in an uproar

after hearing her testimony, as well as all the other former Comfort Women’s testimonies.
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It was not long before the others began advocating for the former Comfort Women to
receive restitution for the sexual atrocities committed against them during Japan’s
colonial reign. The United States of America was one of the many countries that stepped
forward to assist and advocate for the former Comfort Women receiving restitution. It
was clear to the rest of the world that this issue was not a matter of Japan and former
colonies. The Comfort Women’s issue was “a violation of universal human rights.”'*

There were “eight resolutions submitted to the House of Representative” starting
from 1996 until 2007.*'* These resolutions stemmed from several reasons. The first
reason being the Comfort Womens issue being a matter of a human rights violation. It
was clear that disregarding the time between the end of World War II and the first
Comfort Woman to speak about her experience, the world had not forgotten the horrors of
World War II. The mere fact that victims of the Nazi’s had been given justice and not the
victims of Imperial Japan more than likely disturbed the international community.

The second reason being Japan’s lack of contrition, and the lack of desire to even
acknowledge their actions. In fact, this pushed the “George W. Bush adminsition in 2001
to redefine the U.S. - Japan Security Treaty.”'® The administration based the redefined
treaty on “shared values.”®'” This was in response to Japan’s lack of accountability for the
sexual atrocities they committed during World War II. It was an attempt on the United
States of America's part to correct Japan’s mistakes, evidence has shown they did not

succeed.’'®
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This process was a tedious one for the former Comfort Women and the United States
of America Congress. There were “six unsuccessful resolutions” starting 1996 all the way
up to 2006.%" Each time a resolution was unsuccessful in its attempt to seek restitution
for the former Comfort Women.**" It leads one to wonder if the efforts of the
Congressional members was truly disingenuous? This issue caused an uproar within the
international community. It would have been political suicide to not attempt to rectify a
wrong. Especially, when the United States of America had a hand in originally denying,
at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, restitution.

Finally, in 2007 there was a Congressional Hearing regarding Comfort Women.*?!
There were several former Comfort Women that testified about their experiences.*?
Regarding historical context, this hearing was monumental to the Redress Movement. It
was evidence that a major power within the international community was giving these
women a platform to share their testimonies. On the other hand it could be argued that it
further strengthens Japan’s resolve to resist acknowledging their past sexual atrocities.
This is evident because not soon after this hearing the “Japanese Embassy congressional
affairs” accosted and accused the Korean Embassy congressional affairs of “manipulating
the entire Comfort Women’s efforts.”*** Another clear indication that Japan and denialists
would rather shift the blame or rewrite history instead of taking accountability for their

past actions.
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v. House of Sharing

The House of Sharing came to fruition through “Buddhist monks” and supporters
“raising” funds.*** The House of Sharing has housed former Comfort Women since the
early 1990’s.>* Due to the financial situation of many former Comfort Women this was a
wonderful idea. In the 90’s a museum was built next to the House of Sharing to educate
the general public on Comfort Women and Comfort Stations.*** Even though the House
of Sharing has provided positive reinforcement of the testimonies of Comfort Women and
their experiences, there have been some negative aspects.

In recent years there have been allegations against those that have been aiding
Comfort Women. These allegations have been found to have merit. It was discovered that
about 360 million won in subsidies had been illegally accepted from South Korea’s
government.*?” This was controversial because the complaint came from a former
Comfort Woman.*?® These valid claims of fraud could be used as a defense against the
validity of a legal argument for crimes against humanity.

After finding out there was merit in the first allegation, an investigation was
conducted into the House of Sharing in Gwangju.*** Just like the previous allegation had
merit, the second allegation also had merit. It was discovered that a social welfare

organization had misappropriated 8.8 billion won donated.**° This presents a problem to
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the validity of Comfort Women’s narrative. Even though former Comfort Women brought
attention to these gross misappropriation of donated funds, it does not matter to those
who oppose their narrative.

This is simply further proof for the denialist that former Comfort Women and those
that are assisting them are only after monetary benefits. Given that the ones that
misappropriated donations were those assisting former Comfort Women, it gives merit to
this argument. It is not impossible to refute this argument, but the mere fact it exists taints
the legal argument for crimes against humanity. One silver lining to this situation is the
fact that a former Comfort Woman reported this matter. It exhibits a moral standing for
telling the truth. This gives further validity to Comfort Women’s narrative.

w. South Korea - Japan Comfort Women Agreement

In recent years there have been attempts by the Japanese government to offer
reparations. In 2015, the Japanese government finally announced that it would provide
reparations to surviving Comfort Women using “government funds”.**' This agreement
was meant to finally resolve the Comfort Women'’s issue. However, the only thing this
agreement accomplished was further discourse. Many South Koreans deemed this
agreement lacking the necessary aspects to resolve the Comfort Women’s issue.**

After the untimely change in power in South Korea, the Comfort Women Agreement

was put up for review.**® There was an ongoing debate about the validity of this
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agreement, and after a thorough investigation it was determined that the South Korean
government would honor the agreement.*** However, there was a clause introduced by
the South Korean government. The South Korean government requested a more sincere
apology from the Japanese government acknowledging their sexual atrocities committed
during World War I1.*° As anyone can imagine this did not go over well with the
Japanese government.

This presents the question: does monetary and a verbal apology erase the crimes
against humanity committed by Imperial Japan during World War I1? One could argue
that there is nothing that could restore these women to their former selves. Which would
be true because there is nothing that anyone can do to erase the sexual atrocities
committed by Imperial Japan. However, monetary restitution and acknowledgement
could ease their suffering. 3}%1 4 even argued that monetary restitution could provide an
balm to the seventy-eight year old wounds.*¢

Yes, monetary restitution and Japan’s acknowledgment of their sexual atrocities
committed during World War II would provide a soothing effect to the survivors
seventy-eight year old wounds. However, civil restitution is very different from criminal
restitution. Criminal restitution requires the perpetrator to face justice. Many of the

perpetrators have passed away, however the Japanese government is still present. It must

never be forgotten that Imperial Japan is the legacy of the current Japanese government.
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There is no separating the two entities, especially when the present Japan has denied any
responsibility for these crimes against humanity.
x. Park Yu-ha

Professor Park Yu-ha wrote a book about Comfort Women and Comfort Stations
during World War II. In her book she argues, similar to Sarah Soh, that the forced sexual
slavery narrative is only partly true.*’ Professor Park argues that there is no evidence of
Imperial Japan’s involvement in committing sexual atrocities.>*® Her opinion caused an
uproar in South Korea. Nine former Comfort Women sued her from civil and criminal
defamation.*** She lost the civil defamation case, but won the criminal defamation case.**°

Professor Park expressed denialist views in regards to the sexual atrocities committed
by Imperial Japan. This could be considered a win for the denialist because if the court
believes that her opinion should not be so censored that she is silenced, then what about
others with similar opinions? Professor Park’s book caused conflict not only for her, but
in the International community. A classmate of mine informed me that Sarah Soh’s The
Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea and Japan has not
been translated into Korean. This presents the question of whether the rejection of
opposing narratives or complete disregard weakens the legal argument that Imperial
Japan committed crimes against humanity?

Professor Park and Sarah Soh are not the only narratives that are in opposition of the
current popular narrative that all Comfort Women suffered crimes against humanity. This

opposition to the current popular narrative has also been found within the Japanese

337 Sang-Hun, Choe. “Professor Who Wrote of Korean ‘Comfort Women’ Wins Defamation Case”. The
New York Times, 2017.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/25/world/asia/korean-comfort-women-park-yu-ha-japan.html

338 Ibid.

339 Ibid.

0 Ibid.

68


https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/25/world/asia/korean-comfort-women-park-yu-ha-japan.html

government. An argument that can be found is that this is simply a promotion of Japan.
Given the tumultuous history between Japan and South Korea, there has to be a form of
responsibility to not allow one's personal views to completely overshadow the facts
presented. However, a complete removal of personal views from the narrative formulates
a detachment from the horrors of the sexual atrocities committed.

y. Professor Ramseyer

Professor J. Mark Ramseyer at the Harvard University Law School released an article
addressing the sexual violence committed by Imperial Japan during World War I1.3*!
Professor Ramseyer argues that the women that were Comfort Women were simply
prostitutes.*** This has caused an uproar around the world. There were countries that
suffered greatly at the hands of Imperial Japan colonial sexual atrocities, China, South
Korea, and North Korea that spoke out against Professor Ramseyer.*** Their arguments
all came to an agreement that Professor Ramseyer’s article caused great harm to the
continuous battle for Japan to acknowledge their wrongdoings.***

Similar to Professor Park, Professor Ramseyer expressed denialist views in regards to
the sexual atrocities committed by Imperial Japan. Denialist of the sexual atrocities
committed during World War II by Imperial Japan are not solely in the Japanese
government or in South Korea. They can be found throughout the International

community. The Comfort Women’s issue since the 1990’s has further the division
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between opinions on this matter. This poses the question of how much merit is given to
those that deny the testimonies of Comfort Women?
z. Japanese Government

Denialists do not take the stance that Imperial Japan had any involvement in sexual
atrocities during World War II. The former Prime Minister of Japan, Abe Shinzo, was
considered a denialist. Shinzo was constantly rewriting the history of Japan. One of his
biggest rewrites of Japanese history during Imperial Japan’s colonial rule during World
War II. Shinzo has argued in 2006 and 2007 that Japan had no obligations in redressing
the harm done to Comfort Women.** When Shinzo did not accomplish his desired goal,
he did not allow that to deter him. Sinzo and his fellow supporters put out a full page ad
in the Washington Post.**

The former Prime Minister of Japan, Abe Shinzo, has not been the only Japanese
government official that has held denialist opinions in regards to Imperial Japan
committing sexual atrocities. The atrocities committed by Imperial Japan have been
denied by its very own government.**’ It has been argued that the testimonies of Imperial
Japan’s victims were fabricated, in fact the past Prime Minister Shinzo Abe argued that
there was no evidence that Japan was the “aggressor”.**® Former Prime Ministers,

Yoshiro Mori, Keizo Obuchi, Ryutaro Hashimoto, and Junichiro Koizumi sent apology

letters to former Comfort Women for the past sexual atrocities committed against them by
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Imperial Japan.** However, the apology letter conflicted with the previous actions of the

Japanese government the previous year.
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Chapter Seven: Current Cultural Perception of Comfort Women

“ To be ignorant of what occurred before you were born is to remain always a child.”**
- Brutus Cicero, quote from the Orator

aa. Comfort Women: A New Musical

Over the past thirty-plus years since the first Comfort Woman came forward with her
testimony there has been a numerous amount of media depicting the experiences of the
former Comfort Women. This media representation of their experiences ranges from
movies, musicals, art, literature, and etc. Through accurate media representation a new
generation has been given the opportunity to learn the history of Comfort Women. As the
years move along, more and more of the surviving Comfort Women are passing away.
Accurate media representation is crucial to preserving not only their testimonies and
experiences, but also acknowledging the atrocities committed by Japan. This is important
to ensuring that the fight for justice for former Comfort Women continues even if in the
future there are no more survivors living.

Early it was stated accurate media representation provides the new generation the
opportunity to learn the history of Comfort Women, this is because previously media
representation conveyed a negative perception of Comfort Women. An example of media
representation that conveys a negative perception would be the 1961 film “Operation
Bottleneck” that hypersexualized the Comfort Women.*' Throughout the film the
Comfort Women were only there to offer the viewer something to satisfy their vice of
lechery in a god-awful attempt at a war film. Another example of media representation

that conveys a negative perception is the 1959 film “Human Condition” that portrayed
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Comfort Women as conniving, while also hypersexualing them.*** Neither film conveyed
the horrors of Comfort Stations, and media representation like these films only furthers
the narrative that Comfort Women were not survivors of Japan’s sexual atrocities during
World War II.

In 2015, Dimo Kim off-Broadway “Comfort Women: A new Musical” debuted.*>?
The off-Broadway musical is about a young woman that decides to adventure out into the
world after being “promised” a “factory job” in “Japan.”*** Unfortunately, instead this
young lady would be trafficked to “Indonesia” to serve as a “sex slave” for the Japanese
Imperial Military.*>> The premise of this musical is one that is not new to those that have
heard or read the testimonies provided by former Comfort Women. Many of the young
women and girls were promised a position that would allow them to obtain monetary
freedom. Instead they were subject to the sexual atrocities committed by Japan during
their colonial reign.

This musical provides a different insight to the horrors these women faced. Unlike a
movie, where the viewers can only observe through a screen. A live musical has similar
aspects to hearing the testimony of former Comfort Women. It provides the viewers the
opportunity to engage with the narrator (actors or actresses) instead of being a passive
observer. This is crucial to recruiting the next generation in joining the Redress

Movement.
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Similar to other literary works that detail the experience former Comfort Women
endured, this musical educates the next generation. The characters may be fictional, but
the story is very accurate. As shown in a previous section of this paper, many young
women and girls were lied to in order to get them to the Comfort Stations. They were
offered opportunities to better themselves and their families. Only in the end to find out it
was nothing more than a farce. This is why it is crucial that all forms of literary works
(movies, plays, art, music, etc.) are used to educate the masses about the history of
Comfort Women.

bb. Comfort Women Memorial Sites

Comfort Women Memorial Sites have been appearing all over the world for years.
Each memorial site is a reminder of the sexual atrocity that occurred under the Japanese
colonial reign. Each Comfort Women Memorial is distinctively unique, even their
locations have a significant meaning. The memorial sites are supposed to be positive and
powerful reminders to always learn from the past. However, this was not all these
memorial sites have accomplished. The Comfort Women Memorial Sites have caused the
Japanese government and denialists to become upset with numerous countries that erect
one.

When Berlin unveiled a memorial dedicated to the Comfort Women, Japan was
furious.*® The Japanese government called for Berlin to remove the memorial.**’
However, when this issue was presented before the Berlin court system, a halt of the

removal was issued by the Court.**® The activists that were against the removal won the
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battle in this instance. However, the war was far from over because the Japanese
government pushed to have the Comfort Women Memorial Sites at locations removed.

In 2018, the Comfort Women Memorial in the Philippines was removed from its
location.** As of today the “two - meter - high bronze statue” has not returned to its
original location.’® Japan can not argue that they are not attempting to erase all
remembrance of Comfort Women. The sole reason the Philippines removed the
monument was to “avoid antagonizing Japan.”*®' It does not help the former Comfort
Women and the Redress Movement when countries bend to the pressure of Japan.

In 2018, Taiwan erected a monument “honoring” and remembering “Comfort
Women.*** This was the “first public” Comfort Women monument in Taiwan.*®* The
monument is of “a girl with her arms raised” indicating “her resistances.”*** This
depiction of the monument is important to spreading the history of Comfort Women and
the message of the Redress Movement. The message is just because they endured the
sexual atrocities committed against them, does not mean they gave up fighting. Similar to

the previous monuments, Japan took offense with Taiwan erecting this monument.*®
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The previous year, Osaka, Japan had “moved to sever” ties with San Francisco
because of the Comfort Women monument.*®® The Osaka Mayor at the time, Hirofumi
Yoshimura, was quoted saying “the relationship of trust has completely been
destroyed.”*” After sixty years Osaka wants to cut ties just because the city is choosing
to honor and remember the Comfort Women is telling. Each time Japan is given the
opportunity to be respectful and honest about their past actions, they choose to shift the
blame or focus elsewhere. Where is the accountability or remorse?

An outsider can not help but notice the entitlement being exhibited by Japan. They
want everyone to forget their actions during their colonial reign. However, atrocities
committed against Japan and Japanese people should always be remembered. In 2023,
Japan was commemorating the “seventy eight anniversary” of the United States dropping
nuclear bombs on their cities.>*® Japan is still calling for accountability for the United
States actions during World War II, yet deflection whenever they are faced with their own
actions from World War II. Japan having any contention with any Comfort Women
Memorial Sites is the continuation of their atrocities during their colonial reign.

cc. Popular Depictions in literature and films
i.  The Last Comfort Woman (2015)
This debate has been absorbed by the general public. Through the media, the general

public has formulated their own opinions about the sexual atrocities committed by
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Imperial Japan. Some have leaned further towards the denialists opinion, such as
Professor Ramseyer and Professor Park. Some have simply chosen to lend a platform to
the voices of the survivors of Imperial Japan, like Director Ke Guo and Director Tiffany
Hsiung. This allows for a diverse perspective when evaluating all sides of the debate.
However, just like it has already shown regarding this topic, it can sometimes cause an
impasse.

In 2015, is a film focused on three different women that end up becoming Comfort
Women. The viewer watches as these three women of different ethnic backgrounds travel
to the Comfort Stations, and eventually endure the sexual atrocities that awaits them.>®
This film is a truly explicit popular depiction of what Comfort Women endured under
Imperial Japan’s reign. This is one of the media depictions that leans towards the Comfort

Women’s narrative.

ii. I can Speak (2017)

This film “T Can Speak” focuses on the battle of former Comfort Women during the
Redress Movement. This film offers an insight into the life of an elderly woman who
refuses to allow anyone to ignore her. Throughout the film the viewer's perception of her
will gradually develop once you begin to learn why she does what she does. As the
viewers learn that she was a former Comfort Woman, they begin to understand this need
to ensure her voice is never ignored. Even though this film has its “comedic” timing, it
truly encapsulates just how much former Comfort Women are integrated within their

societies.’”’
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This film encapsulates various pivotal moments within a former Comfort Woman’s
life. The period of silence. A silence that has been forced upon her because the society
she lives within deem her past shameful. The period of acceptance and a refusal to be
ignored any further. The period where she begins to share her experience in Comfort
Stations, and just how horrific it truly was. Each one of these moments are present within
the film, and this significantly shaped the trajectory of the film.

A film like this is also important to remembering the history of Comfort Women. In
this film, we learn about the United States Congressional hearing addressing the Comfort
Women issue, which actually happened.’”! If the viewer had not previously known this
information, it would entice them to further their education on this issue. This film allows
future generations that have not learned the more graphic aspects of this horrific event, to
ease into learning about Comfort Women. A lot of individuals are incapable of digesting
the horrific aspects of history. Films like this are also a great foundation for enticing

younger generations to learn about Comfort Women.

iili.  Herstory (2018)

The director of the film “Herstory” wanted to convey the emotions of going through
the battle for justice.’” Earlier the Kanpu case was discussed, and its importance to the
Redress Movement. The film “Herstory” focuses on the 1992 lawsuit that would consist

of “twenty-three trials” that lasted for “six years.”*”® The director of the film defined “the
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system of Comfort Women as the Asian Holocaust.”** This was an important factor into
why the director chose to create the film “Herstory”.

The director argued that when it comes to the Holocaust “... .there are many writings,
films, and books which testify its tragedy.””> However, when it comes to the Comfort
Women there is not “enough creation” that testifies to “its tragedy.”*’® The film does not
focus on the “victims”, but on the viewers.*”” This film is attempting to bridge an
emotional connection between the survivors and the audience. This allows the audience
to consider their own point of view throughout the film.

The “subject” of the film is the “apology”, which is also one of the major “themes.”””®
The apology is extremely important to the history of the former Comfort Women, as well
as to the Redress Movement. An apology is one of the crucial things that the survivors of
Japan's sexual atrocities have been fighting for. An sincere apology would be a step in the
direction of healing the trauma left behind. However, these women have never received a
sincere apology from Japan. In fact, prominent Japanese figures, such as Abe Shinzo,
have chosen to spread a rewritten version of Japanese history. They have accomplished

this by either completely denying the existence of Comfort Women or arguing they were

willing participants and it was not enslavement.
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The starting premise of this film focuses on an “travel agency” being “involved in
gisaeng tourism.*” Due to this being a violation of the “Prevention of Prostitution Act”
the travel agency is forced to close down.*®® The owner of the travel agency decides to
convert the business into a way to identify “former Comfort Women.”*! However, even
though the owner chose to find another route to maintain their business there is a darker
undertone to the story. How can a business go from being a form of victimization to
being a means of helping former Comfort Women?

Even though the owner has changed the course of their business, they continue to
deny any “involvement” with “gisaeng tourism.”*** However, it is made clear to the
owner that even if they had no knowledge of the action they still bore a “responsibility”
because of their position as the owner.* This is a major issue within the Redress
Movement. Japan refuses to bear any responsibility. The same arguments are always
presented there were never any Comfort Stations or the women chose to perform sexual
acts and have no connection to the Japanese government. Unlike Japan and the Japanese
government, the owner eventually accepts responsibility for what happened.®*

Another instance in “Herstory” where the theme of “apology” appears is when the
“Japanese teacher” sent her student to a “labor camp” knowing what would happen to the

student.*® The clear attempt to draw another connection between the film and Japan does
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not go unnoticed by the viewer. Japan’s apologies have been insincere and in some
instances callous. However, in the film the “Japanese teacher” shows remorse for their
actions that led to the trauma their student went through.**¢ The mistake could not be
undone, but the start of healing from the trauma is possible. This film is a constant
reminder of just how powerful an sincere apology would be to the healing of former

Comfort Women.

iv.  Twenty Two (2017)

In 2017, there was a documentary called “Twenty Two” that was released.*®” This
documentary was important to preserving the past. Each one of the women that recounted
the sexual violence they suffered at the hands of Japan were well into their ninety’s.**
“Twenty Two” is a documentary about the twenty-two Chinese former Comfort
Women.* The survivors discuss their current lives, and what they have experienced after
surviving sexual slavery.*”

These types of memorialization of the past are important to teaching the future. It is
clear that the future generation will not allow the previous generation to erase their past

atrocities. Another reason these types of documentaries are important is that the voices of

the survivors are preserved. As the years pass on more and more Comfort Women are
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passing away. If these types of documentaries did not exist there would be an erasure of

the history of numerous Comfort Women.

v.  The Apology (2016)

In 2016 there was the documentary “The Apology” that debuted, and it featured one
Chinese, one Korean, and one Filipino Comfort Women.**' “The Apology” is a ninety
minute documentary that documents the lives of three former Comfort Women.*** The
documentary explores their lives, as well as the difficulties they have faced after
surviving sexual slavery.*** Documentaries that encapsulates the testimonies of the former
Comfort Women are important to the future of the Redress Movement. As the years pass
on these women will soon pass away. In order to ensure that their justice is received,
preserving the facts is crucial. There is limited documentation providing evidence of
Japan’s history of sexual atrocities during their colonial reign.

These types of memorialization of the past are important to teaching the future. It
ensures that the voices of the past can speak to the learners of the present and future.
These women are able to convey their emotions to the next generation, very similar to
how the survivors of the Holocaust have encapsulated their testimonies through various
literary forms; former Comfort Women must also take these measures to preserve their
history. It also ensures that the different perspectives and narratives of the past will not be
lost to time. It is clear that the future generation will not allow the previous generation to

erase their past atrocities.
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Chapter Eight: Conclusion
When you choose to remain silent during the denial of justice, you are choosing to

agree with those that seek to continue to inflict harm on those that have suffered. This
statement has always been the truth, and will always remain the truth. Since 1945 there
have been numerous avenues taken to seek justice for the sexual atrocities committed by
Japan during their colonial reign. The former Comfort Women, survivors of the sexual
atrocities have been tirelessly fighting. They have been fighting for Japan to acknowledge
the past actions, offer a sincere apology, implement legal ramifications to insure this
never happens again, and give a respectable monetary restitution for the trauma caused to
them. However, their efforts have been met with falsehoods, defamation of character, lack
of accountability, and insincerity.

After going through the history of Comfort Women, the past and present battles
within the Redress Movement, and current mindset of the international community one
thing is extremely clear. The dividing opinions regarding this topic have caused a halt on
both sides of this issue. The dividing opinions have also pushed an establishment of a
resolution further and further away. It is difficult to have any form of resolution when one
side is refusing to take on accountability for their country’s past actions. While the other
side is refusing to allow the erasure of the sexual atrocities committed against them.

The survivors of Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities could seek justice arguing the legal
basis that crimes against humanity were committed under the Japanese reign. Based on
the legal evidence presented, it is clear that Japan not only committed crimes against
humanity, but also violated other legal precedents. The Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court defines crimes against humanity under Article 7. Article 7 defines crimes

against humanity as “... a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian
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population, with knowledge of the attack.”** While writing this thesis paper only seven
out of the eleven subsections within Article 7 were addressed. This thesis paper focused
on subsections A “Murder”; C “Enslavement”; D “Deportation or forcible transfer of
population”; E “Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation
of fundamental rules of international law”; F “Torture”; G “Rape, sexual slavery,
enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of
sexual violence of comparable gravity”; and I “Enforced disappearance of persons.” **°
Each of these subsections were used to analyze the evidence presented.

It is clear that the problem of Japan’s lack of accountability started after World War II.
The International Military Tribunal for the Far East failed to offer justice for the former
Comfort Women. This was because the Tribunal was simply implemented to appease the
other countries. However, the sexual atrocities committed against the former Comfort
Women was ignored because it did not benefit the United States of America. The United
States of America had an interest in Japan maintaining some type of influence. This
would not be possible if Japan and the Japanese government was forced to answer for
their sexual activities.

There is also the fact that the United States also committed sexual atrocities during
the liberation of Japanese occupied territories. If they were forced to hold Japan
accountable for their actions, the United States actions would be called into question. In
order for former Comfort Women to finally obtain their justice Japan has to acknowledge
the past actions. This research is important because there has been no justice provided for

the survivors of Imperial Japan’s sexual atrocities committed during World War II. As
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more time passes since the end of World War II, more of the survivors are subcombing to
old age. The longer there is a failure to provide justice the more likely this matter will be
disregarded once the last survivor has passed away.

While writing this thesis paper I relied on books, peer-reviewed articles, government
documents and media/news articles to formulate a concise understanding of how the
evolution of the Comfort Women’s Redress Movement. Using these various resources has
established an understanding of how the Redress Movement has contributed to finding a
resolution to finally obtaining justice for the former Comfort Women. Over the years the
current popular memories of this atrocity have evolved. Using the testimonies from
Comfort Women to offer an insight to just how traumatic it was surviving the sexual
atrocities committed by Japan under their colonial rule. The trauma unfortunately

followed them throughout their lives.
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