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Problem 
Service to professional library organizations 
and conference attendance are pillars for 
professional development. Yet, library 
budgetary constraints often limit librarians’ 
travel to national conferences and committee 
meetings. Shown are the results of a national 
survey about the factors affecting librarians’ 
professional engagement at the state level. 
We asked academic librarians for their 
current method and level of engagement in 
professional service at the state level, and 
their perceptions of their state library 
associations. We hope these responses will 
help to shape the future directions and 
decision-making of state-level library 
associations in order to better serve 
academic librarians.

Survey
Authors completed Institutional Review Board 
training to ensure the protection of human 
subjects. We designed and distributed a survey 
using Qualtrics software and received 486 
responses from around the US.
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