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The Arts and Crafts movement was an important time in history when artists and 

craftspeople took notice of the societal and environmental obstruction beginning to form 

through the advancement of technology.  In the late 1800’s, fast-paced machines of the 

Industrial Revolution were quickly replacing the traditions of the craftspeople.  John 

Ruskin, a founder of the movement, believed that meaningful labor gave pleasure to 

one’s life and that without this work, material things and money would become the only 

things left for man to enjoy.  He wrote in Stones of Venice “It is not that men are ill fed, 

but that they have no pleasure in the work by which they make their bread, and 

therefore look to wealth as the only means of pleasure.”   
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The effects of the machine during this era of the Industrial Revolution were 

recognized by supporters of the Arts and Crafts Movement.  Ruskin himself observed 
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and wrote about what was becoming an increasingly polluted landscape in his day, 

factories destroying the health of the environment.   

In the nineteenth century nature was widely associated to humans emotionally 

and intellectually; it inspired the soul.  The Arts and Crafts movement was passionately 

in support of maintaining craft traditions as well as promoting a close relationship with 

nature.  Machines and factories were thought to be the opposite of nature, and therefore 

destroyed the soul.   

 The continued lessons learned from such an observant and inspired group of 

artists and visionaries can only serve to inform the continued observations about the 

change in culture in today’s modern society. 
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This thesis would not be have been possible without the loving support of my family, 

friends, coworkers and classmates, especially: my sincere and loving fiancé, Scotty 

Holland, my tolerant and thoughtful parents Nancy and Tony, my compassionate and 

supportive boss, Pamela Stover, my generous and good-natured friend Eleanor Graves, 

and my inspiring and encouraging advisors, Christy Schlesinger and Jonathan Healey. 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.  

 

I am glad to finally be returning to the real world now.  
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