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Introduction

In July of 1842, more than forty African slavegiie western Cuban district of
Macurijes rose up.Armed with their work machetes, as well as “sticksd baskets
laden with stones,” the slaves joined forces agaimesadministrator of the sugar
plantation, their overseers, and the local commaindalong with his troop of soldiers.
With clear disadvantages in both arms and trairtimg hostile slaves were quickly put
down by their oppressors, leaving six slaves wodrate apprehended — but not before
“they set fire to théngenio’s[sugar mill’s] tile works.? This uprising did not end well
for those involved, particularly for those idergdi as its leaders. Indeed, the leaders —
Gregorio, Ceuta, Genaro, and Beltrdn — were seatketacone hundred lashes and ten
years in prison. Any other slaves involved werdeaeced to fifty lashes. A prior — and
nearly identical — uprising had occurred on samgenioearlier in 1842, an incident that
ultimatelyresulted in the capture and execution of five af tievolt’s accused leadets.
The records of this particulargenioindicate a clear sense of slave hostility and
aggression towards their oppressors. These reatsdseflect the slaves’ motives in this
seemingly doomed uprising; in this case — accortbrtye testimony of captured slaves —
the slaves’ motive being revenge for the brutaligfument of two of their fellow slaves —
Jorge Lucumi and Facundo Lucumi. This record remtssa rare instance in which the
words, thoughts, and names of slaves from a ningtezentury Cuban sugar plantation

did not go completely lost to history.

! Archivo Nacional de Cuba (hereafter ANCpmisién Militar, 28/1in Voices of the
Enslaved in Nineteenth-century Cuba: A Documenitisyory, by Gloria Garcia
2Rodrl’guez (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North @&na, 2011), 132-135.

Ibid.
% Manuel Paz Barcigeeds of Insurrection: Domination and Resistancévestern
Cuban Plantations, 1808-184@aton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2008), 39.



The majority of records that include the voices afehtities of Cuban sugar
slaves involve either acts of violence or insuboation — a significant fact, in itself — and
they often suggest potential motivations and inb&stbehind the slaves’ actions.
Therefore, these records can help shed light omgenio(sugar mill) slave mentality.

In the case of the Arratia uprising, for instantes apparent when considering both the
slaves’ admitted motives and their likelihood ofsess in rebelling, that achieving
freedom was not always the primary goal for slamesstances of rebellion. Indeed,
according to Manuel Paz Barcia, retaliation aggumstsical punishment frequently
“could drive slaves to dangerous and unexpectqabreses; there were hundreds of such
incidents in nineteenth-century CulfaYet, in an environment defined predominantly by
violence and brutality, slaves were fully awaret thats of resistance — particularly slave
uprisings — meant the promise of punishment angbtbleability of death. Slaves resisted
nonetheless.

The fact that Cuban slaves were willing to riskithiees in certain situations in
order to retaliate or even to demonstrate soligénings up certain questions regarding
slave experience and slave consciousness on nitlieteenturyingenios Is it possible to
reconstruct, from what evidence exists, how slare€uban sugar plantations
understood their worlds? Did slaves have a senseddility, of right and wrong, even
within the inherently immoral system of chatteh&ey? What did slaves on rural,
isolated plantations understand to be their funcaaheights? Were their ideas and
experiences part of developments in the broadem#d world? British historian E.P.

Thompson'’s idea of the moral economy of the crdlaninates the reasons behind

4 Manuel Paz BarcigSeeds of Insurrection: Domination and Resistancevestern
Cuban Plantations, 1808-184@aton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2008), 32.



slaves’ willingness to put themselves at Agkccording to E.P. Thompson’s analysis of
eighteenth-century English crowds, almost evertaimse of “crowd action” was
motivated by “some legitimising notion.” This “légnising notion” was not necessarily
based on a legal measure afforded to the crowdipgreors in power; indeed, it was
usually motivated by a popular consensus, whichs“a@strong that it overrode motives
of fear or deferenceé®’With the rise of the free market in the nineteerghtury, older
notions of moral economy faded and the desiredonemic profit prevailed. However,
traditional notions continued to challenge the nmewed expanding notions of political
economy, thus the moral economy was diminisheditingver disappeared. Although
Thompson specifically discusses the changes iniEingleology in the eighteenth
century, this change applies to the experiencesneteenth-centuripngenioslaves as
well. According to Thompson, the crowd — or the kess that suffer due to the
increasing importance of the free market — holdsoamaditional concepts of justice and
fairness, and rises up against the violation od¢henderstandings. Following this logic,
slaves onngenios -as both the importance of sugar and populatioteeks increased
exponentially in Cuba — had a sense of moral ecgrtbat they held on to, and was
worth fighting and dying fof.

A sense of morality tied to an economy of violeats® connects to another
prominent writer and theorist, Frantz FanonWretched of the EarfiFanon explores

the psychological impacts of oppression and viademt colonized peoples, and the role

® E.P. Thompson. “The Moral Economy of the Englisbv@ in the Eighteenth Century”
(originally printed in 1971) imMhe Essential E.P. Thompsad. Dorothy Thompson
(New York: The New Press, 2001), 316.

° Ibid, 318.

" Ibid, 362.



of violence in expressions of power and humanigg-well as in historical change.
According to Fanon, colonists and enslavers areakaysts of this system of violence.
Through the colonization process, the oppressachtthe oppressed a language of force,
which ultimately causes the oppressed “to expreasiselves with force®The
psychological and violent components of the livesalonized peoples speak to slaves’
mentalities and systems of violence on Cuingenios.The functions and causes of slave
violence onngeniosparallel the meanings of violence for colonizedgdes in that they
reflect a sense of humanity in the face of dehumagicircumstances. Indeed, Fanon
argues, “deep down the colonized subject acknoweledg authority” and is “by no
means convinced of his inferiority.in spite of dehumanizing circumstances and
treatment, slaves developed a fundamental serfagnadinity tied to violence that
“embolden[ed] them, and restore[d] their self-cdafice.*® According to Fanon, “at the
very moment when they [slaves] discover their hutgathey begin to sharpen their
weapons to secure its victory:”

When contemplating the questions above and themofislaves’ moral
economy, it is crucial to consider the nature efsburces available amgenioslaves.
How accurately do these sources reflect the notoalsmotivations of slaves amgenios
in seeking revenge or justice through violent atilIt cannot be forgotten that when
slaves appear in official records, their voicesaveays somewhat tampered with. The

slaves interrogated after the Arratia uprising,ifistance, weren’t writing their own

8 Frantz FanoriThe Wretched of the Eartbriginally published in 1963) Trans. Richard
Philcox. (New York: Grove, 2004), 42.

? |bid, 16.

% pid, 51.

" bid, 8.



statements — they were giving their statementdably under duress, to a third party
with its own interpretations, perceptions, and wetions. In addition to issues
surrounding the interpreter’'s own biases and tr@imstances of questioning, there were
also issues of miscommunications and barriers alaéferences in cultural and

linguistic backgrounds.

In instances where sugar slaves appear in offie@rds, it is most often as a
consequence of an act of violence. In these viaets, the slaves that appear most
frequently identify themselves as Africans. In freatia uprising, two of the slaves who
allegedly motivated the incident were identifiedJasge Lucumi and Facundo Lucumi.
Additionally, the slaves listed above as the leaddithe uprising also shared the same
surname — Lucumi. In Cuba, where slaves’ namegrassiidentities according to
surnames — which were replaced with constructedt#irethnic backgrounds
(nacione}, such as Lucumi — slaves’ names also carriethtpbcations of different
ethnicities. Slaves and slaveholders alike heldduaviews based on stereotypes
associated with different African backgrounds -aet that influenced both the behaviors
and treatments of slaves. In this incident, theastallegedly motivated by the
punishment of two Lucumi slaves, and led by folmeof_ucumi slaves, were interpreted
by all witnesses of and participants in the eveas-well as by the third party recording
the incident — through this constructed lens.

The official records involving Cuban sugar slavesfeawed in many ways and
cannot be relied on exclusively in constructingyslenentalities and motivations. Indeed,
it is important to supplement these records withrtire words of slaves that aren’t

filtered through a third party, or that are filtdreut with different intentions and within



different contexts. The stories of the Cuban slayean Francisco Manzano and Esteban
Montejo — inAutobiografia de un esclaandBiography of a Runaway Slave,
respectively — represent two such perspecti¢és Autobiografia de un esclavo,
Manzano describes his experiences as a slave owmsvords. IrBiography of a
Runaway SlaveZuban anthropologist and novelist Miguel Barnebrds Montejo’s
narrative of slave life. These stories, nonethelassalso problematic — albeit in different
ways from the official records. For both Manzand dontejo their life stories rely on
memories from the past — which are inherently lWdeesome extent, and influenced by
emotion and the amount of time elapsed. The adddfa third party in writing
Montejo’s story complicates the matter further -elass his age, as he was first
interviewed at the age of 103. While it is impottemacknowledge the drawbacks of
these sources, they remain invaluable in tryingetmnstruct the experiences of slaves in
nineteenth-century Cuba. These slave stories ijunotion with the official records shed
light on how slaves identified themselves, how othdentified slaves, the power
dynamics oningenios,and the types of slave activity argeniosthat warranted an
appearance on the historical record. Additiondhgy reflect the possible motivations of
slaves — and patterns of alleged motivations —edlkag white anxieties, all under the
same brutal slave regime.

Ultimately, these records are useful in trying tmlerstand the experiences and
identities of just a few of the hundreds and thadsaof slaves that arrived in Cuba in the

nineteenth-century — the rest of which remain pneédantly nameless, faceless, and

12 Juan F. Manzandutobiografia De Un EsclavdBarcelona: Linkgua, 2010.) Esteban
Montejo, Miguel Barnet, trans. W Nick HilBiography of a Runaway Slave.
(Willimantic, CT: Curstone, 1994).



voiceless. It is important to consider the namas éixist, and the voices — however
manipulated — in the records. It is also importamote, regardless of the stated
motivations, that slaves did act in violent andetBbus ways that put them in grave
danger — a fact which indicates that slaves hatag sense of moral economy, even
under their inherently immoral circumstances. Tiee of sugar in Cuba transformed
Cuba into a slave society, fully dependent on ehatavery for economic production and
success. Under this new regime of sugar slaveeyexiperience of slavery drastically
changed, and a different population of slaves H witlistinctive understanding of the
world — developed in the Western Cuban countrystdear slaves learned to express
their humanity, and to respond to violations ofitihheoral economy, through a language

of violence and force.



Why Focus on Sug&laves?

The realities of slave life in Cuba differed siftggantly depending on a variety of
factors including the differences between rural arithn economies as well as the era of
enslavement. With the appearanceéngkenios(sugar mills and plantations) — primarily in
western Cuban districts — a new kind of slave paih was introduced to the island.
The slave populations on these rural, and oftdatisd plantations were predominantly
male, African, and according to historian Gloriar€a Rodriguez, “included almost no
free population whatsoevetAlthough there were momafetaleghaningeniosat the
onset of the 1840’s, sugarcane quickly came to dataithe countryside. According to
historian Dale W. Tomich, between 1800 and 183 ftumber oingeniosincreased
almost fourfold.”™*

The newingenioswere “established at a frenetic pace” and wereelatttgan ever
before, and the already establisliegeniosworked to expand their production levéls.
The experiences of sugar slaves are of particmipoitance because they constituted a
significant portion of the slave population — “been one-quarter and one-third of
Cuba’s slaves in 1840 worked on sugar plantatiengét their voices and identities are

the least accessibfé.With new developments in technology as well as épid

expansion of the Cuban slave populationgeniosmade up the largest plantation system

13 Gloria Garcia RodrigueX.oices of the Enslaved in Nineteenth-century Céba:
Documentary HistorytChapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, 20), 10
(Introduction).

14 Dale W. TomichThrough the Prism of Slavery: Labor, Capital, andiitf Economy
(Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2004), 64.

™ bid.

18 Robert L. Paquett&ugar is Made with Blood: The Conspiracy of La Eseaand the
Conflict between Empires over Slavery in Culdéiddietown, CT: Wesleyan UP, 1988),
51.



in New World slavery. In addition to the sheer magte of the sugar slave populations
and plantations, the conditions of slave lifeimgenioswere inherently brutal and
horrifying — making for a distinctive slave expere defined primarily by violence and
death.

It is within this time frame and physical envirormbéhat the opening incident —
the slave uprising of Arratia — occurred, and rdsondicate that slaves’ violent and
retaliatory actions, such as those that occurremhglthe incident aingenioArratia,
were not altogether rare on nineteenth-centuryrspigatations — particularly once sugar
became the primary economic staple in Ctibalithin this brutal system slaves
expressed their humanity, primarily through actsiofence and subversion. Slaves
consistently resorted to violence imgeniosin order to express their moral economic
protest in spite of the very real consequencesfiémesd in taking these actions.
According to Frantz Fanon, in “instances of atmeshviolence” — such as that of
Cubaningenios -violence is always “rippling under the skin,” arath slave identifies
their enemies, “puts a name to all of his misfoesirand casts all his exacerbated hatred
and rage in this new direction®With a sense of their own humanity and of justicnd
of the violators of humanity and justice — it wadyoa matter of time before violence
erupted onngenios Was slave violence angeniosinevitable? Were instances of
violence simply impulsive and reactionary? ndenioslaves have access to non-violent
alternatives in the pursuit of justice and reveni§s®, wereingenioslaves aware of

these non-violent methods of seeking justice?

" Manuel Paz Barcigeeds of Insurrection: Domination and ResistancéVestern
Cuban Plantations, 1808-184@aton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2008), 32.

18 Frantz FanorThe Wretched of the Eartbriginally published in 1963) Trans. Richard
Philcox. (New York: Grove, 2004), 31.



Slavery in Cuba to Cuban Slavery

While the scope and shape of slavery drasticedlysformed beginning in the
nineteenth-century, the institution of slavery laddady been a part of Cuban society for
centuries. Indeed, as early as 1523, three hurafri first African slaves arrived on the
island’® The presence of slaves was constant throughowettteries, with slaves
working on different tasks and in multiple areagmtvme. Initially, a significant number
of slaves worked as cattle herders and leatheetanB8laves also played critical roles in
the production of sugar &rfapiches(primitive ingeniog and in the production of
tobaccc?® Over time, slavery changed shape as it extendedhe cities where slaves
worked “as muleteers, hucksters, small craftsmem any of the myriad marine and
port-related tasks** The strong presence of slaves in urban areaswealbnied to the
development of significant populationslidires de color(free people of color) through
manumission, free birth, and immigratimAbiel Abbot, a nineteenth-century traveler
from Massachusetts, noted that Cuba, when consideoenparatively with other slave-
holding islands, [was] strong in iftsee population.? The significant differences

between rural and urban areas on the island meantrie economic activity defined the

9 Fernando OrtizHampa Afro-Cubana Los Negros Esclavi®an Juan, Puerto Rico:
Editorial Nuevo Mundo, 2011), 67.
0 Gloria Garcia Rodrigue¥.oices of the Enslaved in Nineteenth-century Céba:
2[iocumentary History(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, 20), 4.

Ibid.
*’Michele Reid-VazqueZThe Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cabéd the
Nineteenth-century Atlantic Worl@Athens: University of Georgia, 2011), 18.
23 Abiel Abbot.Letters Written in the Interior of Cuba: Betweer tountains of
Arcana, to the East, and of Cusco, to the WesherMonths of February, March, April,
and May, 1828(Lexington, KY: ULAN, 2013), xiv.

10



slave experience’® Indeed, prior to 1750, more slaves were incorgaratto urban
tasks and occupations than on farms or plantaffons.

A shift in favor of sugar production came beginninghe 1740’s, when the
Spanish Crown eliminated taxes on sugar transptot&gpain and an increased world
demand for sugar meant a rise in profitabitftyAlthough Cuban sugar and slavery had
yet to become Cuba’s dominant economic forcesnduhe 1750’s the number of
ingeniosin the Havana region rose markedly. Soon aftershift in Cuba, towards an
active interest and investment in sugar productio® English invaded and occupied
Havana in 1762. According to Moreno Fraginals,English presence was a crucial
historical moment for Cuba in that it both introddcand implanted the concept of a
Caribbean plantation system to the islahiloreno Fraginals argues, that within eleven
months, the British “introduced as many blacks asld normally have entered [Cuba]
in twelve or fifteen years?® The presence of the British meant more freedonCfdsan
sugar planters — which ironically meant more actessaves through the transatlantic
slave trade — and possibly as many as 4,000 staviged during the British
occupatiorf® With more highly concentrated levels of slave kalleeingeniosreached

new levels of production, and created unique cistammces for slaves that fostered a

24 Laid W. Bergad, Fe Iglesias Garcia, Maria del GarfarciaCuban Slave Market:
2:‘L5790-1880 (Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1995), 23.

Ibid.
*® |bid, 24.
2" Manuel Fraginals Moren@he Sugarmill: The Socioeconomic Complex of Suwar i
Cuba, 1760-1860(New York: Monthly Review, 1976), 15.
*% |bid, 17.
29 Matt D. Childs.The 1812 Aponte Rebellion in Cuba and the Struggkenst Atlantic
Slavery.(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 200@4.

11



slave mentality influenced fundamentally by violereand the desire to reaffirm their
humanity.

Although slaves had been present in Cuba for ciestueind the British
occupation had a significant impact on the expaneicslavery, it was not until the
beginning of the nineteenth-century that Cuba tfshiftfed] from a society with slaves
to a slave society®® In the years leading up to the turn of the centseyeral factors that
had previously restricted both the number of slanegSuba and Cuba’s ability to produce
and sell sugar competitively on the world marketenagiminated and the island became
the top world produceY. Before 1789, Spain strictly controlled the slasgplation in
Cuba by awarding contracts to slave traders thatdd how often slave ships arrived as
well as how many slaves arrivédWith the deregulation of the slave trade, Cuban
slavery increased exponentially. Between 1790 &2f) hpproximately 325,000
Africans arrived in Cuba as slaves, which was dwer times the number brought into
Cuba during the previous thirty years. The growtBumar slavery meant a more severe
experience for more slaves than ever before in Cuba

While the deregulation of the slave trade hadhaménse impact on the growth of
the slave population — and on the growth of Culdantption slavery — it was not the
only factor in Cuba’s transformation into the weslteading sugar producer. In addition
to new, unlimited access to the slave market, #ppoanings in the broader Atlantic

world greatly facilitated Cuba’s economic and sbtansformation. The collapse of the

30 Michele Reid-Vazquezlhe Year of the Lash: Free People of Color in Cabd the
Nineteenth-century Atlantic Worl@Athens: University of Georgia, 2011), 26.

31 Manuel Moreno Fraginalhe Sugarmill: The Socioeconomic Complex of Sugar i
Cuba, 1760-1860New York: Monthly Review, 1976), 17.

32 Gloria Garcia Rodrigue¥oices of the Enslaved in Nineteenth-century Céba:
Documentary History(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, 20), 7.

12



French colony Saint-Domingue in 1804 following thaitian Revolution — beginning in
1791 — meant that “what had been the most imposiamplier of the world’s sugar” was
destroyed at the same time as Cuba’s sugar anel stmnomy was on the rideln light
of the developments in Haiti — the first successfaVve revolt — Cuban planters were
aware of the dangers of an economy based on ckhttery, and the potential of slave
violence. Nonetheless, Cuban elites chose to btamslave revolt in Haiti on the
ideology of the French Revolution and the behavodisrench slaveholders, thus
“avoid[ing] the consideration that the slaves’ odlesire for freedom accounted for the
Haitian Revolution.** Armed with this flimsy justification — and powelfeconomic
incentives — Cuban planters moved forward at fodlesl, rapidly acquiring slaves and
developing plantations. Cuba continued to partie@etively in the transatlantic slave
trade in spite of international prohibitions begiin the first decade of the nineteenth-
century. The realities of slave life and experieneeame more brutalized and alienating
asingeniosgrew in size and importance in the Cuban economuyd-the severe nature of
sugar slavery is reflected in Cuba’s continuecarale on the transatlantic slave trade.
The slave trade continued to fuel Cuba’s slave ecgnuntil the 1860s, and
approximately 85 percent of the total number ofestaever imported to Cuba arrived in
the nineteenth-century.While the institution of slavery and the transati@ slave trade

deteriorated — particularly in the British Empir¢hroughout the nineteenth-century, a

33 Laurent DuboisAvengers of the New World: the Story of the Haif@volution
(Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard UrsitgrPress, 2004), 304.

% Matt D. Childs.The 1812 Aponte Rebellion in Cuba and the Struggkinst Atlantic
Slavery.(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 20061.

% Matt D. Childs.The 1812 Aponte Rebellion in Cuba and the Struggkinst Atlantic
Slavery.(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 200&0.
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“second slavery” developed in other areas, inclgdinba®® World demand for sugar
continued to increase along with both the Cubamssigive population and the rate of
sugar production. Technological developments ssdhe@use of steam power in
ingenios,as well as the opening of new lands through radlsogere additional factors in
the immense expansion of the Cuban sugar ecoribiftye remarkable growth of Cuban
slavery throughout the nineteenth-century repas#tbCuba as a leader in the world
economy and drastically changed the realitiesafeslife — particularly for slaves on
ingenios By 1830, Cuba officially became the world’s lesgisugar producer “with an
output of 104,971 metric tond”On these ever-expanding sugar plantations, skeags
to adapt quickly and form new outlooks on their s with a heavy reliance on
survival instincts and connections to other slaves.

The “second slavery” that developed in Cuba retiediiolence and force in
controlling the ever-expanding African slave popiola and slaves developed their own
senses of identity and morality that were inextrigdinked to violence. Additionally,
slave populations oimgenioswere predominantly male and African — a fact that
consistently shaped slave consciousness and slawleaViors throughout nineteenth-
century Cuba. According to Franz Fanon, the oppreasd colonized people — in this
case, African sugar slaves — were “prepared fdeua®e from time immemorial” making
it a driving force in negotiating power dynamicsmantations, retaliating against
oppression, and in constructing slave identitiesedaon notions of humanity, morality,

and justice.

3¢ Dale W. TomichThrough the Prism of Slavery: Labor, Capital, anditf Economy
(Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2004), 63.

%" |bid, 65.

% |bid, 64.
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The Legal Rights of Cuban Slaves

In attempting to recreate how slaves understoenl torlds, a crucial question to
ask is: what did slaves consider to be their funelatal rights? And how do these rights
compare to the actual legal rights of slaves? Astimeed previously, populations of
libres de colordeveloped in Cuban urban centers primarily thraihghprocess of
manumission. The right to manumission was one @fitjhts technically granted to all
slaves by the Spanish Crown in the Slave Code 42 18 addition to manumission, the
Slave Code of 1842 granted slaves the right toyndre right to switch masters in cases
of excessive cruelty, and the right to make mofiey.

The road to freedom through manumission began thétprocess afoartacion.
In coartacion the price of a slave’s freedom was fixed, andsthge could make
payments towards his or her freedom in installmedise a slave made the first
payment — of at least fifty pesos — their legalustahanged from that of a slave to a
coartada Althoughcoartadosremained enslaved until paying the full pricefsetheir
freedom, that price could not be changed, and msasteild not oppose their
coartacion?® Additionally, coartadoshad the right to find a different master; if a
coartadofound a new master and requested to be sold, meowas obligated to sell
the coartado.”™ Coartaciéonhowever, did not extend to family members or unborn

children — if acoartadoachieved freedom, this freedom was not inherited was the

%9 Fernando OrtizHampa Afro-Cubana Los Negros Esclav@&an Juan, Puerto Rico:
Editorial Nuevo Mundo, 2011), 303.

“0 Robert L. Paquett&ugar is Made with Blood: The Conspiracy of La Eseaand the
Conflict between Empires over Slavery in Culdéiddietown, CT: Wesleyan UP, 1988),
270.

“1 Laird W. Bergad, Fe Iglesias Garcia, Maria deln@ar BarciaCuban Slave Market:
1790-1880 (Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1995), 122.

15



legal status ofoartada This process of self-purchase throwgtartacionwas “firmly
established and protected in Spanish legislatiohcéaimed by slaves throughout
Spanish America®

Indeed, nineteenth-century travelers were quigkaiot out the Spanish practice
of manumission with praise. According to Alexanden Humboldt, a nineteenth-century
German traveller, the laws in Cuba were “diredtly teverse of French and English
[laws], favor[ing] in an extraordinary degree thtasment of freedom, placing no
obstacle in its way™ Another contemporary traveller, Dr. Abiel Abboa-preacher
from Massachusetts — made similar observationdetter from 1828 in which he wrote:
“It is a redeeming circumstance in regard to thartsgh character, that their laws favor
emancipation, and the government faithfully exestiem.** While these two
statements seem to be nearly identical, Humbosti#gement simply praises the laws
favoring manumission — it does not claim that tHeses are always upheld in reality, as
Abbot’s statement indicates. In fact, in his fieabay inThe Island of CubdThe Nature
of Slavery,” Humboldt distinguishes between thecpca and theory of these laws —
particularly in the lives of plantation slaves. Acding to Humboldt, “the isolated

situation of the plantations makes them [slave Jampossible to enforce?®

“2 Alejandro Fuente, “Slave Law and Claims-Makingoinba: The Tannenbaum Debate
Revisited,”Law and History Reviews57.

3 Alexander von HumboldThe Island of Cuba: A Political Essa{Princeton: Markus
Wiener, 2001), 136.

*4 Abiel Abbot. Letters Written in the Interior of Cuba: Betweee tflountains of
Arcana, to the East, and of Cusco, to the WegherMonths of February, March, April,
and May, 1828(Lexington, KY: ULAN, 2013), 97.

> Alexander von HumboldThe Island of Cuba: A Political Essg{Rrinceton: Markus
Wiener, 2001), 257.
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In an environment where legal rights were not nemely enforced, and slaves
may not have been aware of these rights anywaygiaty based on generally accepted
notions of moral economy developedingenios In terms of the laws slaves were aware
of, however, it is possible to determine which tiggblaves were more likely to know, and
which slaves were more likely to knamd access them. The available records of
manumission provide insight into what types of slawere more likely to become
coartados -and were therefore both aware of their right to umaission and able to
access that right. The available records also atdithe general levels of manumission,
which is of particular significance when considgrthe massive slave population of
nineteenth-century Cuba and the likelihood — orketihood — of slaves attaining their
freedom.

The research of Bergad, Garcia, and del CarmeridBattased on the analysis of
cartas de libertadletters of freedom) — suggests that urban slaaesa notably higher
chance of attaining their freedom. Additionallyisthesearch suggests that female slaves
were more likely than male slaves to purchase fhe@dom — a conclusion supported by
the fact that “female slaves were heavily concéattan Cuba’s cities and males in rural
zones.”® Ultimately, urban slaves — particularly female ®rewere more likely to
becomecoartados Urban settings fostered slaves’ awareness oé sights by providing
an environment that facilitated the spread of idbasugh the proximity to other slaves
and free people of color. Additionally, the natofeslavery in cities differed drastically
from plantation slavery, allowing for more freedofmrmovement, independence, and

even access to education.

“8Laird W. Bergad, Fe Iglesias Garcia, Maria del GarBarciaCuban Slave Market:
1790-1880 (Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1995), 123.
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In terms of the broader patterns of manumissionyéicorded frequency of
coartaciénduring the height of Cuba’s involvement in the slérade — between 1790
and 1880 — indicate that a mere 13% of all Cubaves! wereoartados:’ These
conclusions support renowned Cuban historian Felm&nrtiz in his claim that slave
rights, more often than not, were illusoryodos estos derechos eran a menudo
ilusorios”).*® While slaves living under Spanish colonial rulehteically had “limited
traditional rights [including] self-purchase acaolrtacion,marriage, baptism, and to
change owner in case of physical abuse,” recomisatethat Cuban slavery —
particularly for plantation slaves — was a lifelagxperience characterized by violence
and brutality®®

Indeed, one of the rare appearances ohgenioslave in the manumission
records was a request made by Romualdo Garcia3in fb8 the freedom of his wife, a
slave on théngenioSanta Lutgarda. Garcia, a man formerly enslaveti@same
plantation, was granted his freedomly because he was going blind and could no longer
work on theingenia®® The record does not indicate whether or not Garefide was
evercoartadaor granted her freedom. When considering wheretaliimm slaves do
appear in records — incidents of violence and t&ste, and where they appear the least —
records of manumission aedartacion it seems that plantation slaves were either

unaware of their legal rights or they lacked acteskeir rights — or both. In an

" Ibid.

“8 Fernando OrtizHampa Afro-Cubana Los Negros Esclav@&an Juan, Puerto Rico:
Editorial Nuevo Mundo, 2011), 304.

9 Alejandro Fuente, “Slave Law and Claims-Makingoinba: The Tannenbaum Debate
Revisited,’Law and History Reviews67.

0 ANC, Gobierno Superior Civil, 938/3309 Voices of the Enslaved in Nineteenth-
century Cuba: A Documentary Histotyy Gloria Garcia Rodriguez (Chapel Hill, NC:
University of North Carolina, 2011), 90-91.
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environment that either kept slaves ignorant oifrthghts through isolation or did not
allow slaves to access their rights through dononatnd oppression, slaves developed
their own system of justice and understandingsoefgy that were fundamentally
characterized by violence and the threat of viatet@n Cubamngenioswhere the
largest and most isolated slave populations exisietence and unofficial systems of
power regulated plantation life on a daily badisdeed, the balance of power and the

methods for maintaining power was a crucial ingeatlin the running of amgenio.
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Sugar and Ingenios

The rise of the Cuban sugar economy meant nottbelyise of Cuban slavery, it
also meant a new reliance on a specific form ofesha chattel. The daily lives of
ingenioslaves were defined fundamentally by the hazardadsbackbreaking processes
involved in sugar production. Sugar production wasnherently brutal process with a
high injury and mortality rate — a fact reflectadthe Cuban planter sayingCbn sangre
se hace azlcar- ‘Sugar is made with blood> The labor oringenioswas constant and
intense, andhgenioslave populations could not sustain themselvasraly — “slave-
population deaths exceeded birtASTasks oringenioswere carried out in a rotation
system, and plantation administrators and overssars to it that the process was
meticulously carried out so that, alternating ie #arious jobs, the slaves worked a full
day of seventeen, eighteen, or twenty hotfs.”

The slaves’ tasks included clearing land, diggiitigheés, and cutting and hauling
the sugarcane. Once the sugarcane was cut andihéudlad to be rushed to the sugar
mill for the boiling and refining processes beftre “precious contents were
dissipated.> Since the juice of the cane would go bad if theecaasn’t crushed within

a day of being cut, the production of sugar rehedvily on both “speed and perfect

1 Robert L. Paquett&ugar is Made with Blood: The Conspiracy of La Eseaand the
Conflict between Empires over Slavery in Cuddiddletown, CT: Wesleyan UP, 1988),
56, Manuel Moreno Fraginal¥he Sugarmill: The Socioeconomic Complex of Sugar i
Cuba 1760-1860(New York: Monthly Review, 1976), 41.
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Cuba, 1760-186(0New York: Monthly Review, 1976), 148.

>4 Robert L. Paquett&ugar is Made with Blood: The Conspiracy of La Es@aand the
Conflict between Empires over Slavery in Culdéiddietown, CT: Wesleyan UP, 1988),
52.
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timing.”>®> While the number and intensity of tasks involvedriaking sugar meant a
backbreaking and exhausting existencdrigenioslaves — as well as the need for many
slaves to work omgenios— the speed involved also caused frequent acadeat left
many slaves either maimed or killed. Abiel Abbobterabout one such incident that he
witnessed on amgenioin March of 1828when a slave got his hand caught while
feeding the cane into the vertical rollers. Althbube slave was not killed in this
incident, his thumb was severed and his remairiigefs were mangletf. This kind of
accident was not uncommon in Caribbean sugar mihisre — especially during the
harvest and milling season — slaves worked shét&/é&en sixteen and eighteen hours.
The length of shifts combined with poor diets méatean exhausted slave force, one that
was more prone to dangerous accidents. Indeedrdacgdo David Brion Davis, in
northeastern Brazil it was common to see sugaeskamen missing an armln

addition to the physical demands and risks of lalmingenios slave populations were
exposed to a disease-ridden environment and ayhigiilalanced sex ratf8.In the early
1820’s “there was hardly a mill without 25 percehtts labor force ‘useless, injured, and
sick.”>?

The tropical climate, inhumane living conditionadahe severe tolls afigenio

labor on the physical and emotional health of Saz@mbined to create an environment

%> David Brion Davislnhuman Bondage: the Rise and Fall of Slavery enNlew World.
(New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2008), 108.
°% Abiel Abbot. Letters Written in the Interior of Cuba: Betweer tountains of
Arcana, to the East, and of Cusco, to the WegherMonths of February, March, April,
5a7nd May, 1828(Lexington, KY: ULAN, 2013), 36.
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where sickness and disease wreaked havoc. Whensages were not working for their
masters, or for themselves oonucogslaves’ provision grounds) if masters provided
them — slaves lived either ias bohios(slave huts) or irel barracon(the slave barracks).
Leading up to the entrenchment of both sugar aaksy in the Cuban economy, Cuban
sugar slaves lived ilos bohioswhich were simple huts built with materials such as
“guano [and] royal palm” with “a gable roofEl barracén —the slave barracks — was
an alternate form of slave shelter introduced tb&uplantations in the first half of the
nineteenth-century, following the rise of largeieg¢agenios

Cuban sugar planters, with newer and larger estasesl slave forces — than ever
before, began constructimbgrraconesbarracks) on theingenios®* Barraconeswere
built in rows that faced one another, awhsisted of high walls “made of cement with
tiled roofs” and a single entrance in the cefitén 1831, author Don Honorato Bertrand
Chateausalins wrote the first known proposal ferabnstruction obarraconeson
Cubaningenios.Chateausalins argued thmtrraconeswvere ideal structures for the
maintenance and control of large slave populatfri&. barracénprovided strict
physical control of slaves by keeping all slavesme location, with only one main
entrance that could be locked overnight and easdgitored by administrators and

overseers. Additionally, the rooms in th&raconesvere designed to have only “a

% Gloria Garcia Rodrigue¥.oices of the Enslaved in Nineteenth-century Céba:
Documentary History(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, 20), 30.

®l Robert L. Paquett&ugar is Made with Blood: The Conspiracy of La Es@aand the
Conflict between Empires over Slavery in Cuddiddletown, CT: Wesleyan UP, 1988),
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®2 Esteban Montejo, Miguel Barnet, trans. W Nick Hillography of a Runaway Slave.
(Willimantic, CT: Curstone, 1994), 23.
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single door with a small barred window besideiit,brder to minimize any
communication amongst slav¥s.

According to Ortiz, slave life ilos bohiosvas arguably better for slaves both
psychologically and emotionall§? Ortiz claims that slaves were better off livindas
bohioswhere they had more privacy and were grouped aoaptd marriage and family
ties. However, while it is possible that one typstwelter provided a relatively better
experience for slaves than the other, both enviesrimwere extremely detrimental to the
health and life expectancy of sugar slaves. Diseagsee prevalent in botharracones
andbohios- characterized by Robert L. Paquette as “cruds;qidden palm-thatched
huts.” Esteban Montejo, a formeigenioslave, described the individual rooms as
“furnaces” anckl barracénas “swarm|[ing] with fleas and ticks that gave thére
workforce infections and sicknes®.”

Administrators, overseerm@yorale$, and slave driverséntramayoraleson
ingeniosmaintained the constant rate of labor throughstesy of physical punishment
and coercion. According to Fernando Ortiz — a prant Cuban anthropologist and
scholar of Afro-Cuban culture — the slave systenmgenioshad to be cruel and violent
in order to maintain the cruel and violent systésanctioned. (“.tuvo que ser cruel,

violento, primitivo, y salvaje como lo era la iftgtion que pretendia sancion3f’

** Ibid.

® Fernando OrtizHampa Afro-Cubana Los Negros Esclav@siginally published in
1916) (San Juan, Puerto Rico: Editorial Nuevo Myrafi1l), 214.
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Control of sugar slaves “depended, ultimately, bysical power.?® The most frequent
physical punishment angenioswas whipping. The overseers would “give whippings
with a rawhide lash” or with whips made of hemp &me@ branche¥. The lash “left
marks on the skin” and “tore the skin into littteigs.””°

The lash was used so frequently that it wasn’t amlymplement of punishment —
it was a constant tool of coercion to keep slavesing and working. Indeed, on
ingenios the act of whipping was referred to asehear el guarapo™ “to get a move
on.” In instances of punishment, the lash was dal®ca-abaj¢’ meaning facedown —
named after the degrading physical position ofvibeém during the punishment.
Sometimes the punishment was callbdc¢a-abajo llevando cuentaa practice that
consisted of the victim counting the number of &ssheceived during punishment — and
any mistake meant starting the count over from.Zefospecific kind of lashing existed
oningeniosfor the punishment of pregnant slaves, when it mexessary to keep the
baby alive(“"E n este caso habia que conservar Id ti@protect the baby’s potential
value for masters on their plantatidfidn this case, overseers would dig a hole in the
ground and then the slave wouldlieca-abajowith her belly in the hole — it was
thought that this would keep the baby safe fromldkaes.

While travelling the western Cuban countryside 28, Reverend Abiel Abbot

claimed he did not think that the lash was useshiexcessive or brutal way against the
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(New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2008), 122.

% Esteban Montejo, Miguel Barnet, trans. W Nick Hilography of a Runaway Slave.
(Willimantic, CT: Curstone, 1994), 40.

O Ibid.

"L Fernando OrtizHampa Afro-Cubana Los Negros Esclav&an Juan, Puerto Rico:
Editorial Nuevo Mundo, 2011), 247.

"2 |bid, 248.

24



slaves — although he did acknowledge that thewashused with force when punishing
slaves. Abbot’s explicit statement that the lasls waly used for correction — and his
implicit statement that the lash was a generalbeptable method of punishment — is
consistent with other ideas expressed by Abboutiitout the letters he wrote in and
about Cuba. Throughout Abbot’s letters, he conayapologist attitude towards Cuban
slavery — and slavery itself. Abbot frequently dghays any activity that could be
interpreted as cruel or inhumane. Instead, Abbgiresizes the slaves’ legal rights in
Cuba and praises masters for — what he sees pateraalist approach in the treatment
of their slaves — which, from Abbot’s viewpoint nméan inherently more humane and
gentle form of slavery. In spite of Abbot’s apolsigtlaims and attitudes, he does admit
at one point that while on the differéngenioshe “heard the snap of the lasi.Abbot
also wrote that when he once saw slaves linedaupée correction by theayoral
(overseer),” he “heard ten lashes more when [he]avaalf mile on [his] way” — after the
slaves had been dismissed from the correction din@bservation that contradicts
Abbot’s statement that the lash was only usedstairces of punishmefit.

The maintenance of slave populationsragenioswas crucial in keeping up the
constant levels of sugar production. The new saganomy’s “yield point, in its

marginal cost curve, was a unit of three hundrades.”

However, the perceived value
of sugar compared to that of slaves led Cuban @land believe that “it was cheaper to

work field slaves to death in five years or so” andhen purchase new slaves in their

"3 Abiel Abbot.Letters Written in the Interior of Cuba: Betweer tountains of
Arcana, to the East, and of Cusco, to the WegherMonths of February, March, April,
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stead rather than worrying about the “long-termnteaiance and reproduction” of
slaves’® Indeed, the German traveler Alexander von Humbdaimed to have “heard
discussed with the greatest coolness, the questiether it was better for the proprietor
not to overwork his slaves” or “whether he shoutd @l he could out of them in a few
years.”” With this attitude, which treated slaves as regddte commodities, Cuban
planters fostered an environment of perpetual wicde disease, injury, and death. The
physical destruction of slaves through labor andighiment, as well as Cuba’s continued
participation in the transatlantic slave trade aclg discouraged slave family formation,”
not to mention, survivat

Until 1819, planters consistently purchased primge-African males to work
ingenios a population that was “consistently priced higthan females® When the
slave trade was threatened, the price of femaleslaould temporarily spike — as
planter fears led to “enhanced premiums placed dgmale slaves of child-bearing
ages.®’ Nonetheless, the possibility of maintaining thenber of slaves needed on
ingeniosthrough natural increase was an unlikely develognmfcording to Moreno
Fraginals, the fundamental quality that shapedeslid oningenioswas “that the natural

reproduction of slave crews was impossible” duth&oharsh living condition-Indeed,
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in spite of planters’ occasional attempts to enagemreproduction through the purchase
of female slaves, male workers always dominatedldnee populations on Cuban
ingenios.The maintenance of any female slaves was furtmelened by the fact that
many Cuban planters “had few reservations abouinguiemales in the fields to cut
cane.®

The general lack of female slavesingeniossupports the notion that planters
intended to work sugar slaves to death rather éim@ourage their maintenance and
reproduction. Additionally, the impossibility of fnaial reproduction and planters’
reliance on the slave trade to keep slave populatieplenished emphasizes the
inhumane conditions that characterized lifdrayenios.The general lack of women also
had significant impacts on developments in slafeednd culture oimgenioswhere,
according to former slave Esteban Montejo, “lifesi@anely” and “to have a woman you
had to be twenty-five years ol8®Montejo also describes the occurrence of openly
homosexual relationships where one man took tleeablhe husband, and the other took
the role of the wife — this included washing claheooking, and taking care of the
conucogthe husband would the sell the produce fromctiveucod.®*

Throughout the New World, slaves and free peopleotdr alike were aware that
slavery oningenioswas inherently brutal and deadly. In fangeniosserved as a sort of
cautionary tale for slaves, both a warning andeattthat life could be much worse if

you get out of line. Even urban slaves in Cubakingyra variety occupations — and

82 Robert L. Paquett&ugar is Made with Blood: The Conspiracy of La Eseaand the
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typically experiencing a more free and indepen@argtence — “lived with the

uncertainty that a slight trespass beyond the gifetence of permitted spheres” would
get them seral campo(to work on aringenia)® Akin to the common planter expression
from North American slavery “sold down the rivegétting sent &l campd threatened
slaves with not only the separation from their figasiand friends, but also with the
experience of a more brutal and dehumanizing fdremslavement, that — especially for
slaves sent “al campo” — would most likely leadheir deaths. The threat and fear of
being forced “al campo” extended to slaves outeidéuba as well. Significantly, in the
antebellum South — where northern planters thredtém sell their slaves, and slaves
were terrified to go — planters “used the threadebortation to Cuba as an instrument for
disciplining their slaves.”

In Autobiografia de un escla@utobiography of a SlayeJuan Francisco
Manzano describes his experiences as a domesta stave in Cuba. Born in 1797, and
enslaved until the age of forty, Manzano’s enslasethoccurred during the dramatic rise
and expansion of Cuba’s sugar economy — as wét akave society. As mentioned in
the introduction, issues of the accuracy of menaweyinherent when considering
autobiographies. However, Manzano was not an ol wien he wrote about his
experiences, and his characterizationmgéniolife are consistent with historical
research — in spite of being based on memory aapleshby emotion. Although Manzano
was not a plantation slave, he was fully awardeftiorrors that characterized slave life

on Cubaringenios.For Manzano, the notion of goingl‘campo”was not at all an idle
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threat — or an unknown reality. Indeed, one of Merws masters sent him to work on
ingeniosmultiple times throughout his enslavement as al éoum of punishment®
Manzano recalled experiencing severe physical abasé an environment of constant
fear, where he barely ate and was almost alwaysg({comia poco y casi siempre
llorando.”)®” Manzano’s time oingeniosleft him traumatized to the point that “the very
name of the familyngenioand that of a particular overseer would fill himitiv

horror.™%®

Manzano’s personal experiences of slavery on Cghgar plantations left him
emotionally and physically scarred for life, a ftwat speaks to prevailing fears amongst
slaves from Cuba to the antebellum South. Ultinyatkle realities of Manzano’s
experiences and the fears of different slaves ithate significant nineteenth-century
developments, including the brutal nature of Cukagar slavery and, more generally,
the variations that existed in New World slavery &fective way to understand the
variations of slavery and how they compared isrtagine the category of slavery as a
“spectrum of slave system&The slavery spectrum ranges from slaves with itjleest
status — most access to rights and opportunitegtetitreatment, less harsh environments

and forms of labor — to slaves with the lowestusgtat little or no access to rights and

opportunities, cruel treatment, harshest envirorismand forms of labor.
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There were different forms of slavery in the New\lpand slaves living in
nineteenth-century Cuba became increasingly awdrew these slave systems
compared to one another as the size and shapavefglquickly transformed. And,
assuming that slaves weren’t already on the botitbthe spectrum, they were
particularly concerned with how their personal gimstances could potentially worsen —
and what type or types of slavery they should feare so than their own. Cuban slaves
could readily figure out where they fit along theestrum of slavery in a variety of ways
such as through social exchanges with other slawegpeople of different statuses, and
by threats made by their masters. Slaves had atw@¥srmation that influenced how
they understood New World slavery, and how theinfid the spectrum of slave systems.
According to traveler Alexander von Humboldt, thiéedent forms of slavery in Cuba
can be assessed by “a measure of the hierarchynadiin deprivation [which] can be seen
in the threats leveled against disobedient blatkall types of slaves were threatened
with some form of enslavement considered to be &vtivan the statuses they already
held. For instance, “theaselergcoachman] is threatened witlafetal[coffee planting],
the slave working in theafetalfears transfer to sugar planting.Ultimately, no matter

what, the worst threat to slaves everywhere wasgogental campo(to aningenig.
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“Al Campo”

There were official and unofficial forms of powan allingenios.The official
forms of power established a hierarchy that caiegdrindividuals according to
occupation and status. Planters topped off thisrgly, but since they “absented
themselves from their plantations for much of teary’ hired employees always worked
managing théngenioand the slave¥ Following the planters were administrators — only
present in large-scale productionayoraleqslave overseers), atdyeros(ox herders).
Other significant — and controversial — figuresimgenioswerecontramayoralegslave
drivers);contramayoralesypically were former slaves elevated to this posiof
authority — meaning their jobs required the phystcarcion and punishment of slaves.
Below contramayoralesvere the slaves, the largest group at the verpbotf the
plantation hierarchy. While the official levels péwer provided a framework for
ingeniosthat determined the statuses and roles of indalgjunofficial power dynamics
also played a prominent role in plantation lifformal power dynamics challenged the
rigidity and authority of plantation hierarchy bseating some room for manipulation and
negotiation of the system.

Slave experiences angenioswere greatly influenced by the fluctuating power
dynamics that shifted on a day-to-day basis. Algiotne constant threats and realities of
physical punishment were definite sources of pdaethe overseers and administrators
oningenios those who were technically in power were alsoraved the fact that they

were greatly outnumbered. Additionally, the overasany physical corrections often
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resulted in slave retaliation and resistance. lddeecertain situations whites — and
blacks — in charge would be more lenient or haegfedding on the balance of power on
any given day. In the slave uprisingragenioArratia in 1842, for instance, the
administrator waited for the right moment to puntisé slaves he deemed insubordinate.
When these slaves were initially acting out, thémiaistrator was cognizant of the fact
that there were only four white men on the eritigenioand feared an insurrectioft”
Therefore, the administrator withheld punishmentskveral days until the arrival of the
local commandant and his troops. The minority iw@owaited for a more opportune
moment when the balance was more in their favor.

As mentioned previously, the balance of power &ednethods for maintaining
power was a crucial ingredient in the running ofragenio.Therefore, it was in the best
interest of planters andgenioemployees to “consider anything and everythingteelo
the complicated management of their slave cré$tiere were hundreds of slaves on
any giveningenio,and “the slaves clearly were anything but docileind slaves were
clearly aware of their vast majoritySlaves actively participated in the negotiation of
power on plantations, and at times risked life txmdb to take a stand for what they saw
as morally right. A constant slave majority iogeniosinfluenced slave behaviors and
mentalities, and “they engaged in continuing negimtns, testing the multiple boundaries

between field and household slaves, drivers, oeessand the master clasg.”
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Negotiations of power could lead to an uprising aodence, but nevertheless, slaves’
ultimate goals frequently “had little to do withetissue of abstract freedor.”

Slaves frequently sought to shift the balance a¥grooningeniosin order to
attain specific privileges such as more time aratspo work on their provision grounds
(conuco$ as well as the time and freedom to participateath internal and external
trade in order to make mon&/Conucoswere of particular importance to sugar slaves
because “the small gardens [...] saved many slawgdfbviding them real
nourishment.* Access taonucosalso connected slaves to potential market exchanges
as a personal tract of land meant the opportupitglaves to raise livestock and crops to
sell for a profit. Becausgenioslaves were aware of their majority in numbersirthe
value to masters, and how power was structuredasrigtions, slaves found ways to
manipulate the authority system and make their aelm&nown. It was “a time-honored
tradition” for slaves on Cuban plantations to wWaitthe presence of their masters to
make personal demands as well as complaints andattens against the administrators,
overseers, and slave drivers left in charge ofrigenios'® There were always risks
involved when slaves voiced personal demands optants to their masters. Masters
may punish slaves for being insubordinate or fokinmafalse claims, and any
accusations against plantation employees couldtteadngeful behavior on behalf of

those accused once the master lefirtigenia Nevertheless, slaves took the opportunity
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to air their grievances to masters when they c8tith going over the heads of their
superiors and daily oppressors, slaves demonstagtedn awareness of both the
hierarchical and flexible nature of poweriogeniosand a willingness to manipulate it.

While slaves deliberately manipulated the balarfqegower in an effort to attain
pragmatic goals — such esnucos- that could help improve their daily lives and\pde
them with opportunities, slaves also tested thentdswf authority in more aggressive
ways with less evident long-term goals. Sugar slaften retaliated physically against
their oppressors in violent and risky ways. Inamges of retaliation, slaves frequently
targeted particular overseers or drivers thoughetexcessively cruel. Slaves would also
resort to violence in response to a specific insanor instances — of excessive or
undeserved punishment.

It is evident that slaves — in both violent and +varlent actions — had certain
expectations and understandings of how things wbdkengenios.This was true for
individuals at every level of power, and plantaiavere run in large part by the general
understanding of and adherence to certain “rightsabligations” — which differed
according to statu$? Any violation of these mutually understood “riglatsd obligations
[...] caused heightened tensions and even open cbtflf Individuals on every level of
the plantation power structure were aware of thpeddent and flexible nature of
authority oningenios and the “the daily routine on both timgenioand thecafetal

(coffee plantation) depended on such a delicatdilequm.” *%*
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At the simplest level, slave masters and oversaéempted to control the power
dynamics onngenioswith the division and organization of the workfotteough the
gang labor system. As discussed previously, there wultiple steps that had to be
carried out in quick succession in the productibsumar. Therefore, masters divided
their slaves into gangs — each of which carriedaodifferent task on thiagenia The
division of slaves into different work gangs wasessial in the efficient and successful
production of sugar. In addition to the gang ladgstem being the most effective in
terms of productivity, it also influenced the povagnamics onngeniosby limiting the
number of slaves working together at the same éinteplace.

Mayoralesandcontramayoralesvere in charge of driving the slave gangs in their
tasks and in inflicting physical corrections anashighmentsContramayoralesvere put
in charge of locking slaves &l barracon,and monitoring them at night — a task that
instilled a sense of hostility in slaves againstrfer slaves. Slave hostility towards
contramayoralesvas a desired outcome for masters and adminisirate the elevation
of slaves tacontramayoralesvas an attempt on behalf of masters and overseers t
manipulate power dynamics through a different lohdlave division — by “promot[ing]
ethnic animosities**® Indeed, according to former sugar slave Estebantéjio, the
slaves characterizembntramayoraless “colored dandies” that “were ass-kissers and

snitches.**® However, this power play was not always prediaatscontramayorales
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“might lead those of their color in rebellion aslves punish them®’ While using
Montejo’s biography presents issues similar toehasolved in the use of Manzano’s
autobiography, it is significant that the first mames discussed by Montejo involve both
rank andhacion(ethnic identity).

While masters did attempt to control slaves — dadtption power dynamics —
through organization and division, they did notay attempt to keep African slaves
from the samaacionegethnic groupsyeparated®® Indeed, according to historian
Robert L. Paquette, while the notion of keeping@sns with similar backgrounds
separated is a common myth in the historiographglavery, slave owners frequently
preferred to buy new slaves from the saraeionesas the majority of slaves already
living and working on their plantatior€’ It was believed that newly arrived slaves —
bozales- that had yet to undergo “seasoning” — “a deadbgess of biological
adaptation and forced acculturation to a new enwirent” — would have an easier time
adjusting if surrounded by “seasoned” Africansiafilar backgrounds!®
In addition to the general hierarchy that dividied plantation according to occupation
and status, a hierarchy existed within the slaymifaions oningenios

With the massive growth of the slave populatiogibeing in the nineteenth-

century, notions of slavery and blackness becacreasingly intertwined —
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understandings of race and status changed andi@dad de castgsaste society)
developed! According to thesociedad de castasghts and opportunities were limited
for free and enslaved people of color dependingtatus, race, and gender. With the
massive importation of African slaves in the nieeth-century, “colonial officials
defined people of African ancestry first by theicial identity, and second by their legal
status.**? Thesociedad de castastegorized people according to caste — a concept
related to but not synonymous with race. In colb8f@anish society, caste “referred to
descent, and to putative distinctions carried @obk, ancestry, and color®

Although the classification of caste came closetmlern notions of race, there
were multiple dimensions to caste in addition tim €lolor such as language, lineage, and
social status. There were several categories indbiedad de castdbat highlighted the
divisions within the enslaved and free populatiohafrican descent includindiozal(a
recently arrived African)ladino (an African with knowledge of the Spanish language)
moreno(pure-blooded African)griollo (Cuban-born), angardo (of partial African
ancestry). In addition to the categories listecehmsed on racial background and
language, wealth and legal status — as freartado,or enslaved — provided some
flexibility in terms of social status:* Therefore, according to tis®ciedad de castas,
divisions existed within slave populations thatvaled some slaves above others — and

slaves were aware of these differences. On thedibstatus level were thmzales,

1 Matt D. Childs.The 1812 Aponte Rebellion in Cuba and the Struggkinst Atlantic
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followed byladinos and then theriollos. Abovecriollos in the general Cuban slave
population wergoardos(of partial African ancestry} however it was uncommon for
pardosto be found working omgenios.

In February of 1863, Alejo Criollo, a slave mgenioSanta Teresa took
advantage of the presence of his master, Don Rdéa&bca, and approached him —
along with several other slaves including men, wonaad children — with certain
complaints. As is evidenced by his last name —Ilorio Alejo was a Cuban-born slave, a
point he emphasized to his master “in a loud ardluge tone of voice’ Alejo claimed
that he — along with the slaves that accompanied-hivere Cuban-born and that the
administrator anehayoraloverworked them and punished them severely. AlejollG’s
emphasis of hisriollo identity implies that he expected a less harstirtreat than other
slaves according to treociedad de castashis instance also represents the willingness
for ingenioslaves to take a chance and appeal to their mastesgite of the risks
involved — this case resulted in twenty-five lasftbe legal limit for a single
punishment) and shackles for all of the adult nsédees involved as a punishment for
“making improper and unjust demands of their ow&t This case also demonstrates
the disjointed nature of Cuban slave rights — wieikisted differently in the realms of
theory and practice.

The case of Alejo Criollo appears in the historieadord not because of his
actions in approaching his master, but because@gparent suicide following

punishment. After Alejo and the two otheiollo male slaves — Pio and Felipe — received
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twenty-five lashes and were shackled in front bfted otherslaves as an example, Alejo
went missing. Alejo was later discovered hangimgfa tree on thimgenio™*’ The

tragic results of this event are the reason whydrliese slaves appear on the record, as
an investigation into the “mysterious” death of jaleThe death of Alejo remains a
mystery, as it is impossible to determine whetheekiled himself, or if a slaveholder
lynched him. Nonetheless, it is safe to assumeirticatents where slaves communicated
their grievances and desires — but did not reatthe suicide or killing of a slave — did
occur oningenios but did not necessarily make it into the recofksitain questions arise
when considering what the motivations and intergtiohslaves were in instances where
they attempted to negotiate, such as: Did slavesgemiosknow their legal rights?

Would knowledge of these rights have affected tagperiences? What slaves were more
likely to know what their rights were?

While it is unclear whether or not Alejo and thaatcriollo slaves understood
what their legal rights were, it is evident thagythall firmly believed that they had been
wronged according to their own conception of rigkg.criollo slaves, Alejo and the
people he spoke for had the best chance — amngegioslaves — of accessing this
information throughout their lives. A slave suchAdsjo could communicate in and
understand Spanish, and had more time to developections to outsiders. According to
Manuel Barciacriollo slaves were the most likely to understand what thigts were,
and they were the most likely to “make use of efawprable aspect of the law in one

way or another®® The incident on thingenioSanta Teresa indicates the importance of
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rights — whether legal or culturally understoodh-thie lives oingenioslaves. It also
indicates the differences that existed amongstrsslgaes in terms of cultural identities
and experiences. tiriollo slaves had a tendency to respond through legahandiolent

actions, did African slaves tend to react in ex¢gal and violent ways?
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African ldentities on Cuban Ingenios

As mentioned previously, recently arrived Africamsre termedbozalesn Cuba,
and it was a common practice for masters to puechlves from the sammacion—
ethnic background — in an effort to lessen the sigvef the slave seasoning process
upon arrival in Cuba. Over the centuries of Cudawesy, planters developed cultural
profiles of Africans calleshacioneswhich were labels that “associat[ed] dispositiand
behaviors with specific ethnic groupS*The expansion of slavery’s size and importance
in Cuba led planters to emphasimioneswhich were “social units based on New
World constructions of African identity"® Although these labels can be considered as
biased and stereotypical, it is useful to consrd@ionesn trying to reconstruct the
mentalities of slaves dngenios since the labels were meaningful to both Africangd a
their oppressors. Indeed, former slave Esteban djmdiescribes African slaves on
ingeniosin terms of nacién, and claims that “each amecj6ri had its own traits*** As
mentioned previously, the first memories discugseiontejo in his biography are
based on issues of status aadionin ingeniolife. This speaks to the impact of labels —
both of status and ethnicity — on the way slavesgieed of themselves and of one
another — as well as how they were categorizedHotes.Additionally, while the labels

are problematic, “the goal of this cultural proftdi was to amass wealth” for Cuban
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planters, meaning they were not made up simplyetpgiuate negative stereotypes or
racist ideas — planters had incentive to base tlaesés on truthful observations’

When the names of African slaves appear in histbrecords, they reflect the
general Cuban practice of replacing slaves’ fisshas with Spanish names and assigning
last names based oacién.This is reflected in the majority of slave namesdithus far,
including: Jorge Lucumi, Facundo Lucumi, and Algjiollo. In records, slaves identify
themselves and others accordingn&eion.In the records from the uprising argenio
Arratia, for instance, one slave named Anselmo l@zdraescribes the slaves in his work
crew bynacién —“Carabalis, Lucumis, Minas, Araras, and Condd3The records of
slave uprisings omgeniosindicate that the majority of slaves involved mationedor
surnames — a fact that reflects the reality thattiajority of uprisings were “planned and
led by African-born slaves who had recently arrieedthe island.” According to Manuel
Barcia, most Cubans characterized Lucumis, Ga@gabalis, Minas, Araras,
Mandingas, and Congos as warlike and capable oftneg due to their familiarity “with
guns, horses, and even with some Western combéegies.***

Lucumis, Carabalis, and Gangas are three afahmneghat appear the most in

records of slave violence and uprisings in the fiedf of nineteenth-century Cuba, a fact

that parallels their reputations in Cuba as “amitregmost dangerous and savage of
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Africans”*?° Lucumis were former subjects of the Oyo Empire utlswestern Nigeria —
and, according to historian Manuel Paz Barcia, Innisuiwere “respected and renowned
for their rebellious temperament” by Cuban and Bieaz planters aliké?® Former slave
Esteban Montejo claimed that Lucumis “didn’t likevtork with cane and [that] many
ran away” yet he also characterized them as “thet metoellious and the bravest” slaves
that he’d encountered in his time asirgenioslave'?’

The Carabali slaves came from the Bight of Biafrd ®ormed anacionmade up
of people from different ethnic groups — yet thegrevall called Carabalis in Cuba after
the Calabar River?® Carabalis were characterized similarly to the Imisu— as brave
and warlike. However, Carabalis were also knowthaslaves most prone to commit
suicide. In one of his letters from Cuba, ReveraAbgel Abbot claimed that African
slaves had “the expectation of returning by deatlheir native country,” a belief “so
strong in the Carrobalees, that suicide [was] feeqamong them'?® Indeed, according
to Abbot, on onéngenioeight Carabalis “were found hanging in companyrie
night.”**® Montejo claimed he never saw a slave commit saicidnd that therefore, he
didn’t believe it was a phenomenon. However, Mantdgo claimed that “blacks didn’t

do that [commit suicide] because they went flyithging in the sky, and headed off for
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their homeland” — a belief that connects strongihwhe African beliefs reported by
Abbot 13!

The Gangas — also related to Mandingas — wecebnthat encompassed slaves
shipped to Cuba from the region of Sierra Leonelabdria’*? There is no evidence that
indicates that the Gangas were made up of onlyetiméc group, and Ortiz admits that
there is no evidence that proves the exact redi@aoga origins (&a region Ganga no
puedo precisarla sin duda** It is, however, generally accepted that Gangas w&er
group of Mande speakers. Asacion Gangas were characterized similarly to the
Lucumis — as noble and warlike. What made the Gaungiue was their reputation as
thieves, escape artists, and marogfiiontejo described Gangas as “good folks” of
which “many werecimarronegmaroons).” Interestingly, Montejo’s descriptiontbé
Mandingas — slaves from roughly the same regiongpake a similar language as
Gangas — is quite negative, labeling Mandingasasoks and a bad bunch®

Although the categories aacionesshould not be relied on exclusively when
reconstructing slave mentalities and identitiegytare helpful in understanding the
prevailing attitudes in nineteenth-century Cubarging from slaves to planters.
Whether or nohacionesaccurately characterized different groups of Ainiséaves,

people in this context used them consistently bell@oth themselves and others — and
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therefore reflected a way in which people percetennselves and others. These
categories and perceptions did not determine thetittes or actions of slaves — but they
did influence them significantly. Within these cexits, shared ideas and perceptions of
cultural connections increased the probability thaense of slave community and
alliance would develop — even orgenios It is these connections that could also foster a
sense of moral economy on plantations — where slaege willing to put themselves at
risk to take a standNacionegepresent different expressions of one moral ecgnem

that of the Cuban sugar slave, a fundamentallyilmy@and dehumanizing status, with

important cultural variations.
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Ingenio Slaves in the Records

Ingenioslaves took non-belligerent steps to negotiate palyeamics in
nineteenth-century Cuba on a daily basis. Howdherappearance aigenioslaves in
official records occurs only when their actions gvapted — primarily as a consequence
of violence or the threat of violence. The follogimstances reflect this fact, and the
records provide insights into why slaves took thesticular actions, and how they
understood the world. Although more records abailydife oningenioswould be
helpful in reconstructing the identities and mirtds& sugar slaves, the more extreme
actions — that slaves risked their lives takingfect what was most important to slaves
and worth the risks involved.

In August of 1835, theontramayoralon theingeniolntrépido led a revolt. The
contramayoral Benigno Lucumi, attacked the plantation’s ox herd, avith the help of
several slaves “dragged him [the ox herd] to aesthkt they had made ready, where they
tied him fast and blindfolded hint*® What would lead Benigno,@ntramayoraknd
former slave, to risk losing his elevated statush@ingenio— and possibly his lif2
According to Benigno, the ox herd — who had regestthrting working on thagenio—
had been “punishing them [Benigno and the slawashtlessly in the cruelest manner,
using a manatee leather whip.” Benigno also claithatithe ox herd did not allow
enough time for rest, or let the slaves drink emowgter. Although Benigno denied his
involvement as the leader in this incident, heatichit that he knew about the slaves’

plan to attack the ox herd — and that the ox hadifflogged him on the morning of the
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attack. After the ox herd was tied up, Benignotlezislaves to Don Rafael Montalvo’s
farm — where, according to Benigno, they went fmrewhat had happened and to get a
new ox herd installetf’

In July of 1840, an African slave amgenioBalear went a step further than
Benigno and his followers, and murderedrisyoral.As the slaves walked out to work
on the fields, Fermin Lucumi struck timayoralwith his work machete — knocking him
off of his horse and killing hif*® As Fermin fled the scene, other Lucumis followid h
because, according to the statement of Nicolasiiciiney “loved and respected Fermin
because he was a leader back in their native [EfdVhen asked why he killed the
mayoral Fermin claimed he was angry with thayoralfor punishing him the night
before, and that in his land he “killed those whaeked him.**° According to the
statements of two other Lucumi slaves involvedis incident, Nicolas and Pedro,
Lucumis had different understandings of murderr@é&dcumi claimed that as a newly
arrived slave, he didn’t know that killing was @noe and that “in his homeland, killing
was allowed.” Nicolas Lucumi, however, claimed thatknew it was a crime to kill —
especially a whitenayoral— because “it was the first thing that his counteyntold him
when he arrived on the farm.”

In both of these incidents, the actions of Africlewves were risky and violent —
and they shed light on the slaves’ identities, liogs, and values. In both cases, slaves
showed a sense of solidarity —iageniolntrépido slaves came together to plan and took

action against their unjust treatment;ingenioBalear Fermin’s fellow Lucumis
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followed him in support after he killed timeayoral,putting themselves at riskhe
experiences of slaves amgenioswere shaped significantly by brutality and violence
Even when slaves knew they had certain rightsr ttedculations were to retaliate
physically — perhaps for revenge or perhaps bedéesedid not think their rights would
be upheld. For example, Benigno Lucumi’s statermafitates his knowledge of legal
slave rights — he claimed he intended to reporbthkerd for his cruel treatment in order
to get a new one — yet he still felt the need tacktand punish the ox herd for his
actions. Benigno’s understanding of the world atbbhim meant a violent response to
any violation of his moral compass. Ultimately, thajority of incidences omgenios
where slaves took violent actions were in respoosgolent actions. Even in the case of
Alejo Criollo — a slave with knowledge of his righdind the bravery to appeal to his
master in a non-violent and legal way — the violatf his moral code led to violence, in
this case against himself. The majority of Cubayesslaves acted as a response to
violations of their moral standards — not necefshyi ideologies of freedom or
revolution.

That is not to say that slaves on Cubageniosdid not ever fight in the name of
freedom and revolution. Indeed, in the 1840s, thaee two incidents oimgeniosin
which slaves expressed the desire for and knowletigeth. In the first incident in 1843,
a slave rebellion occurred on timgenioEl Triunvirato in which the motivation was,
according to a slaves’ testimony, “to go to tharfar gather together the greatest possible

number of slaves, make war on the whites, becoe® &nd not do any work* The
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second incident was in 1844 when a slave plotuoltevas discovered on thegeniolLa
Luisa. In the slaves’ confessions, they descriké tilan of “killing the whites and
becoming free.” Afterwards, the slaves plannedaimbark directly to Guarico (Haiti),
killing all the whites they possibly could*

Significantly, these incidents occurred in the gdaading up to the Conspiracy
of La Escalera (Conspiracy of the Ladder) in 184h-anti-slavery conspiracy named
after “the principal implement to which slave suggavere bound before interrogation
by the lash.**® The reference to Haiti implies that slaves — eese isolated on rural
sugar plantations — were aware of the significarfddaiti and the Haitian Revolution.
However, according to historian Sybille Fischehg‘investigators of the Escalera
Conspiracy were particularly interested in any tdi#tat might suggest links to Haiti” —
and it can be assumed that this was true in tleerogation of slaves from thiegenioLa
Luisa** Therefore, the record of slaves’ confessions tgel@ble in determining the
thoughts and motivations behind the conspiracyd-itis possible that words were put
into slaves’ mouths under duress. Nonethelesse slanspiracies and uprisings appear to
have grown in size leading up to the ConspiraciyeoEscalera — a notion that connects
to a growing unrest and knowledge amongst slavwewel as heightened paranoia on
behalf of whites. Ultimately, moral standards aoéinherently revolutionary. However,
the idea that enslaved people should be able tw@ntheir notions of right and wrong —

even to the point of resorting to illegal, violedtions — is.
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Conclusion

While it is impossible to determine, with complegrtainty, what slaves were
thinking when they took violent actions and putithiges at risk, their actions reflect
their brutal circumstances — and what mattered mdsteir lives. Slaves on nineteenth-
century Cubarngenioswere treated as replaceable commodities, as Ghattbtheir
lives were characterized by constant physical ¢oerand punishment, backbreaking
labor in the cane fields and sugar mills, and fesquutbreaks of deadly disease.
However, in spite of these extreme circumstancesjadl as the systematic efforts of
ingenioauthorities to dehumanize and control slave pojmurdatthrough a regime of fear
and violence, slaves maintained a sense of humaragyreflected by the slaves that
appear in historical records. The majority of skaea Cubamngenioshad strong cultural
ties to both Africa and to one another — as reflg@dty the significance aofaciones- and
these self-perceptions and identities did not syrdappear with the Middle Passage or
under chattel slavery in the New World. Sugar ssavere aware of themselves, in terms
of identity and in terms of their majority, and yhfeund ways to manipulate the power
dynamics on plantations in their favor. It is likehat many slaves on nineteenth-century
ingenioswere aware of the Haitian Revolution, and evehefytweren’t, white anxiety
was increasingly palpable with the expansion ofesta— and slaves were aware of their
power, however limited. Rising up violently agaitistir oppressors was the most
effective — albeit dangerous and doomed — wayléues to express grievances and to
force authorities to recognize their humanity, powead the potential threat they posed

to the entirangeniosystem and slave society in Cuba.
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Even under the worst of circumstances, slaves stdr&iuman beings with
natural and learned understandings of both morahtyjustice. The predominantly
violent actions of sugar slaves demonstrate thederstandings, and reveal how a world
characterized fundamentally by violence and deahd-the constant threats of violence
and death — bred a system of slave justice andlitydsased on violence. The moral
economies oingenioslaves consisted of “definite, and passionately hekions of the
common [good].** The records indicate that slavesingenioshad a strong sense of
morality — of right and wrong — and it wasn’t nesasly based on their knowledge of
legal rights or their desires for freedom. Indestdyes on Cubaimgenioshad a sense of
morality that surpassed their fears of punishmadtdeath — and created a political
economy of violence based on slaves’ moral and hwmaerstandings of the world and
of themselves. Within this moral economy, thereealgmits to injustice, brutality, and
victimization — and slaves relied on violence ané another to maintain their humanity,
and in order to communicate when masters and oxeré@ad gone too far. The actions of
ingenioslaves indicate that in certain instances, fightorghotions of justice, solidarity,
identity, retaliation, and revenge was worth rigkiife and limb. Ultimately, slaves
responded to inhumanity with human responses tingato violent treatment with

violent actions.
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