








»2. No exconeration whatever shall be granted in cases where the

" damige has resulted from activitles conducted by a ldunching
State which- are not in conformity with international law
including, in particular,  the Charter of the United Nations and
the -Treaty of Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of OQuter Space, includlng the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies. = —

Article V1L
The provisions of this- Convention shall not apply to damage
caused by a space object-of a launching State to: -

-(a) Nationals of that launching State;

(b) Foreign naC1onals during -such- tlme as they are participat-
ing in the operation of that space object from the time of its
launching or at any stage thereafter until its descent, or dur-

Ang such time as they are in the immediate vicinity of a
planned launching or recovery are¢a as the result of an 1nv1ta—
tion by that launching State.

Article VIIL

1. A-State which suffers damige, or whose natural or juffﬂigal”
persons suffer‘damage, may presen:-to a iaunchlng -State.a claim
for compensation for -such damage.

2. If the State-eof nationality has not presented a clalm, -
another State may, in respect of damage sustained in its terri-
tory by any natural or juridical person, present a claim to a
launching State,

3. 1f neither the State of ‘nationality nor the State in whose
territory the damage was sustained has presented a claim or
notified its intention of presenting a claim, another State
miy, in respect of damage sustained by its permanment residents,
present a claim to a launchinz State.

Article IX

A claim for compensation for damage shall be presented to a

launching State through diplomatic channels. If a State does

not maintain diplomatic relations with the launching State con-

cerned, it may request another State to present its claim to

that launching State or otherwise represent its interests under
. this Convention. It may also present its claim through the



Secretary-General of the United Nations, provided the claimant
State and the launchinb State are- both Members of the United
Nations, -

Article X

l. A claim for compensation for damage may be presented to a
launching State not later than one year following the date of-
the occurrence of the damage ©or the 4dentification of the
launching State which is lldble.— -

2._1f, however, ‘a Stdte does not knew of thé’ occurrence of the
damage or has not been ableto identify the- launching Staté -
which is liable, it may present a claim within one year follow-
. ing the date on_which it learned of the aforementioned facts;
however, this period shall in no event exceed one year follow-
ing the daté on which the. State could reasonably be expected to
. have learned of the facts through the exercise of due dila— B
genca . -

‘37 The time-limits specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this

_article shall apply even if the full extent of the damage may
not be known. In this event, however,_the claimant State shall
be entitled to revise the claim and submit additional documen-
tation afrer the expiration of such tife-limits unitil one year.
after the full extent._of the damage is known.

T Article XI
1. Presentation of a claim to a launching State for compensa-
tion for damage under this Convention shall not require the
-prior exhaustion of any local remedies which may be available
- to a claimant State or to natural or juridical persons_ it
represents.- )

2. . Nothing in.chis Convention shall prevent a State, or
natural or juridical persons it might represent,- from pursuing _
a claim in the courts or administrative tribunals or agencies
“of a launching State. A State shall not, however, be entitled
" to present a claim under this Convention in respect of the same
damage for which a claim is being pursued in the courts- or
administrative tribunals or agenciés of a launching State or
under another international agreement which is binding on the
States concerned.



Article XII

The compensation which the launching State shall be liable to
pay for damage under this Convention shall be determined in
- accordance with international law and the principles of justice

and equity; in order ®o provide such reparation in respect of
the damage as will restore the person, natural or juridical,
State or international oOrganization on whbse behalf the claim
is presented to the condition-which would have existed if the
damage had not occurred.

Article X1I1I
Unless the claimant State and_the State from which compensation
is due under_this Convention agree on another form of compensa-
tion, the compensation shall be paid 1n the currency of the -
.claimant State -or, if that State so requests in the currency
of the State from which compensation is que.

Article X1V

1f no settlement 6f a tlaim is arrived at through diplomatic
negotiations -as provided for in-article IX, within one _year
from the date on vwhich the.claimant State notifies the launch-
.ing State that-it has submitted the documentation of its clajim,-
the parties concerned-shall éstablish,a Claims Commission at
the request of elther party.

Article XV

1. -The Claims Commission shall.be composed of three members:
one appointed by the claimant State,. one-appointed by the
launching State and the third member, the Chairman, to be
chosen by both parties jointly. Each party shall make its
appointment within two months _of the request for the establish-
ment of the Claims Commission.

2. 1f no agreement is reached on the choice of the Chairman

_ within four months of the request for the establishment of the
Commiséiah, either party may request the Secretary-General of
the United Nations to appoint the Chairman within a further
period of two months.

Article XVI

1. 1f one of the partigs does not make its appointment within



the stipulated period, the Chairman shall, at the request of
the other party, constitute a single-member Cldims Commission.

2, Any vacancy which muy arise in_the Commission for whatever
reason shall be filled by the same-procedure adopted for the
origimal appoimtment.

3. The Commission shall determine its own- procedure.

4. The Commission shall determinée the place or places where it
shall sit and all .other administrative matters.

5. Except-in the case of decisions and awards by a singlq—
member Commission, all -decisions and-awards of the Commission
shall be by majority vote,

Article XVI11-

No increase in the membership of the Claims Commission shall
take place by reason of two or more claimant States or launch-
ing States being joined in any one proceeding before_the Com—
migssion. The claimant States So joined shall collectively '
appoint one member of the .Commission in the same manner and
subject tS -the same condifions as would.be the case for a
single claimant State. When two or more launching States are
so joined, they. shall collectively appoint one membar of the
Commission in the same way. If the claimant States or the
launching States do not make the appointment within -the stipu-
lated period, the Chairman shall constitute-a single-member
Commission, )

Article XVII1

The-Claims Commission shall decide the merits of the claim for
compensation and determine the amount of compensation payable,
if any. ‘

Article XIX%

1. The Claims Commission shall act in accordance with the
provisions of article XI1.

2. The decision of the Commission shall be final and binding
if the parties have so agreed; otherwise the Commission shall
render a final and recommendatory award, which the parties
‘shall consider in good faith., The Commission shall state the
reasons for its decision or award.
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3. The Commission shall give its decision or award as promptly’
as possible and no later than one year frowm the date of its
establishment, unless an extension of this perzod is found
necessary by the Commission,

4. The Comm1551on shalk make its decision or award public. It
shall deliver-a certified copy of ity _decision or award to EdLh
of the parties and to the Secretary-General of the United -~

- Nations.

Article XX
The expense-in regard to the Claims Commission shall be borne
equally by the parties, unless otherwise decided by theé
Commissioun.

Article XX1

1f the damage caused by a space object presents a  large-scale
danger t0 human life or seriwusly interferes with™ the living
conditions_of the population or the functionidg of vital
centers, the States Parties, and in particular the- launchiag
State, shall examine the possibility of rendering appropriate
and_rapid ‘assistance to the State which has suffered the dam-
age, when it so requests.. However, nothing in this artche
shall affect-the rights or oblxgations_of.che States Parties
under-this Convention.-

Article XXI1

1. In this Convention, with the excegtxon of articles XXV to
XXVII, references to States shall-be deemed toapply to any -
international lntergovernmental organization which conducts
space activities if the organization declares its ‘acceptance of
the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention and
if a majority of the States members of the organization are
States Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty on Princi-
. ples Governing the Activities of States in the’ Exploration and

Use of Quter Space, including the Mocn and Dther Celebtnal

Bodies.

2. -States members of any such organization which are States
Parties to this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to
ensure that the organization makes a declaration in accordance
with the preceding paragraph.

-

'3, 1f an international intergovernmental organization is



liable for damage by virtue of the provisions of this Conven-
tion, that organization and those of its members which are
States Parties to this Convention shall be jointly and
severally liable; provided, however, that:

(a) _Any claim for compensation in regpect of such damage
shall be first presented to the organization;

(b) Only where the organization has not paid, within a
-period of six months, any sum agreed or*determined to be
due as compensationm for such damage, may the claimant
State invoke the liability of the members which are
States Parties to this Convention for the payment of that
sum.

4. Any claim, pursuant to the provisions of this Convention,
for compensation in respect of damage: caused to an organization
which has made a declaration irr accordance with paragraph 1 of
this-article shall be presented by a State-member of the organ-
ization which is a State Party &5 this Convention.

Article XXIII

1. The prﬂvxsfbhb of this Convention shall not affect other
international agreements in force in so far as relations
between the States Parties to such agreements are concerned.

2, No provision ofilh%g‘tenvention shall prevent States from
conéluding international agreéments reaffirming, supplementing
or extending its_previsions.

Article XXIV

1. This Convention shall be open-to all States for signature.
Any State which does not sign this €onvention before its entry
into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may
aceede fo it at any time.

2. This Convention.shall be subject to ratification by signa-
tory States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the United
States of America,.the United Kingdom of Creat Britain and
Northern Ireland and the-Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of
the fifth instrument of ratification.



4.' For States whose instruments of ratification or accession.
are deposited subsequent to the entry into force_ of this Con-
vention, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit
of their instrumemts of ratification or accession. -

5. The Depositary Governmenfs_shall promptly inform atl signa-
tory and acceding States of the date of each signature, the
date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and
accession to this Convention, the date of its entry into force
and other notices.

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary
Governments pursuarnt to Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations®

Artigle XXY

Any State -Party to this Convention may propose amendments to
‘this Conventidn. Amendments shall enter into force for each
State Party to the ConvVention accepting the amendments upon
their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the
Convention and thereafter for_each remaining State Party to the-
-Convention on the date of acceptance by it.

Article XXVI

Ten years after’ the_entry inte’ force of this Convention, the
question of the review of this Convention shall be included in
the provisional agenda of the United Nations General Assembly
in order to consider, in the light of past application of the
Convention, whether it requires revision. However, at any time
after the Convencion has been in force for five years, and at
the request of one third of theé States-Parties to the Conven-
tion, and with the concurrence of the majority of the States
Parties, "a conference of the States Parties shall be convened
to review.this Convention,

Article.XXV{I

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its with~
drawal from the Convention one year after its. entry into force
by written notification to the Depositary Governments. Such
withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date of receipt
of this notification.



Article XXVIII

This Convention, of which the-English, Russian, French, Spanish
and Chinese texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in
the archives of the Depasitary Governments. Duly certified
copies of this Convention shall-be transmitted by the Deposi-

tary Governments to the Governments of the signatory and
acceding States.



APPENDIX E

ARTICLE 22 OF THE
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER
The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary

organs as it deems necessary for the performance of its
functions.

RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Rule 98

The General Assembly may set up such committees as
it deems necessary for the performance of its functions.

Rule 104

Each committee may set up sub-committees, which
shall elect their own officers. '

Rule 162

The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary
organs as it deems necessary for the performance of its
functions. The rules relating to the procedure of the
committees of the General Assembly as well as rules 45
and 62, shall apply to the procedure of any subsidiary
organ, unless the General Assembly or the subsidiary
organ decides otherwise.



APPENDIX F: AGREEMENT ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS, THE RETURN
OF ASTRONAUTS AND THE RETURN OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER
SPACE. APRIL 22, 1968

("Rescue Agreement'")

The Contracting Parties,

Noting the great importance of the Treaty on Principles Govern-
ing the Activities of Stataes in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,
which calls for the rendering of all possible assistance to
astronauts in the event of accident, distress or emergency
lanaing, the prompt and safe return of astromauts, and the
return of objects launched into Duter space,

Desiring to develop and give further concrete expression to
these duties,

Wishing to promote international co-operation in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space,

Prompted by sentiments of humanity,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1

Each Contracting Party which receives information or discovers
that the personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident or
are experiencing conditions of distress br have mide an emer-
gency or unintended landing in territory under its jurisdictiop
or on the high seas or in any other place not under the juris-
diction of any State shall immediately:

(a) Notify the launching authority or, if it cannot identify
and immediately communicate with the launching authority,



immediately make a public announcement by all appropriate méans
of comnunication at its disposal;

(b) Notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who
should disseminate the information without delay by all appro-
priate means of communmication-at his dispasal.

Article 2

If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unintended land-
ing, the persomnel of a spacecraft land in territory under the
Jurisdietion of a Contracting Party, it shall ilmmediately take
all possible steps to rescue them and render them all necessary
assistance., It shall inform the launching authority and also
the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the steps it is
taking and of their progress. If assistance by the launching
authority would help to effect a prompt rescue or would contri-
bute substantially to the effectiveness of search and rescue
operations, the launching authority shall co-operate with the
Contracting Party with a view to the effective conduct of
search and rescue operations. Such operations shall be subject:
to the direction and control of the Contracting Party, which
shall act in close and continuing consultation with the launch~-
ing authority.

Article 3

1f information is received or it is discovered that the person-
nel of a spacecraft have alighted on the high seas or in any
other place not under the jurisdiction of any State, those
Contracting Parties which are in a position to do so shall, if
necessary, extend assistance in search and rescue operations
for such personnel to assure their §peedy rescue. They shall
inform the launching authority and the Secretary-General of the
United Nations of the steps they are taking and of their
progress.

Article 4

I1f, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unintended land-
ing, the personnel of a spacecraft land in territory under the
jurisdiction of a Contracting Party or have been found on the
high seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of
any State, they shall be safely and promptly returned to repre-
sentatives of the launching authority.



Article 5

1. Each Contracting Party which receives information or dis-
covers that a space acbject or its companent parts has returned
to Earth in territory under its jurisdiction or on the high
seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of any
State, shall notify the launching authority and the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over the terri-
tory on which a space object or its component parts has been
discovered shall, upon the request of the launching authority
and with assistance from that authority if requested, take such
steps as it finds practicable to recover the object or compon-
ent parts.

3. Upon request of the launching authority, objects launched
into outer space or their component parts found beyond the
territorial Iimits of the launching authority shall be returned
to or held at the disposal of representatives of the launching
authority, which shall, upon request, furnish identifying data
prior to their return.

4., Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this articlae, a Con-
tracting Party which has reason to believe that a space object
or its component parts discovered in territory under its juris-
diction, or recovered by it elsewhere, is of a hazardous or
deleterious nature may so notify the launching authority, which
shall immediately take effective steps, under the direction and
control of the said Contracting Party, to eliminate possible
danger of harm.

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to recover and
return a space object or its component parts under paragraphs

2 and 3 of this article shall be borme by the launching author-
icy.

Article 6

For the purposes of this Agreement, the term "launching author-
icy" shall refer to the State responsible for launching, or,
vhere an international inter-govermmental organization is
responsible for launching, that organization, provided that
that organization declares its acceptance of the rights and
obligations provided for in this Agreement and a majority of
the States members of that organization are Contracting Parties
to this Agreement and to the Treaty on Primciples Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.



Article 7

l. This Agreement shall be open to all States for signature,
Any State which does not sign this Agreement before its entry
into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may
accede to it at any time,

2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification by signa-~
tory States. Instruments of ratificatfon and instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the United
States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics,
which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit of
instruments of ratification by five Governments including the
Governments designated as Depositary Governments under this
Agreement,

4. For States whase instruments of ratification or accession
are deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this
Agreement, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit
of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall. promptly inform all signa=-
tory and acceding States of the date of each signature, the
date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and
accession to this Agreement, the date of its entry into force
and other notices.

6. This Agreement shall be registered by the Depositary
Governments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

Article 8

Any State Party to the Agreement may propose amendments to this
Agreement.. Amendments shall entsr into force for each State
Party to the Agreement accepting the amendments upon their
‘acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Agreement
‘and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Agreement
on ‘the date of acceptance by it.

Article 9

Any State Party to the Agreement may gilve notice of its with-
drawal from the Agreement one year after its entry into force
by written notification to the Depositary Governments. Such



withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date of receipt
of_ this notificatlon,

Article 10

This Agreement, of which the Emglish, Russian, French, Spanish
and Chinese texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in
the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified
coples of this Agreement shall be transmitted by the Depositary.
Governments to the Governments of the signatory and acceding
States.



APPENDIX G: CURRENT STATUS OF RATIFICATIONS OF THE FIVE UN
SPACE TREATIES AND THE 1973 ITU CONVENTION

1967 0ST - Treaty on principles governing the activities of
states in the exploration and use of outer space, including the
moon and other celestial bodies. Done at Washington, London,
and Moscow January 27, 1967. 18 UST 2410; TIAS 6347; 610 UNTS
205. Entered into force for the United States October 10, 1967.

1968 RESCUE AND RETURN -~ Agreement on the rescue of astronauts,
the return of astronauts, and the return of objects launched
into outer space. Done at Washington, London, and Moscow April
22, 1968. 19 UST 7570; TIAS 6599; 672 UNTS 119. Entered into
force for the United Statés December 3, 1968.

1972 LIABILITY - Convention on the- international liability for
damage caused by space objects. Done at Washington, London,
and Moscow March 29, 1972, 24 UST 2389; TIAS 7762. Entered
into force for the United States October 9, 1973.

1973 ITU - International telecommunication convention, with
annexes and protocols. Done at Malaga-Torremolinos October 25,
1973. TIAS 8572. Entered. into force for the United States
April 7, 1976.

1975 REGISTRATION - Convention on registration of objects
launched into outer space. Done at New York January l4, 1975.
28 UST 695; TIAS 8480. Entered into force for the United
States September 15, 1976.

1979 MOON - Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, U. N. Doc. A/34/664, p. 9, 12
Nov. 1979; U. N. Doc. A/34/20, Annex 2, p. 33 (1979); U. N.
Doc. A/RES/34/68, 14 Dec. 1979; 18 ILM 1434 (1979). The Moon
Treaty has not entered into force.



STATE

Afganistan

Albania

Angola

Argentina

Australia

Austria

Bahamas, The

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belgium

Benin

Bolivia

Botswana

Brazil

Bulgaria

Burma

Burundi

Bylorussian Soviet
Socialist Rep.

Cameroon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Chile

China, People's
Republic

China (Taiwan)

Colombia

Comoros

Congo
(Brazzaville)

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Denmark

Dijibouti

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Ethiopia

Fiji

1975

1967 1968 1972 1973 REGIS- 1979
OST R&R  LIABILITY ITU TRATION MOON
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
YES YES - YES - -
YES - YES YES - -

YES  YES YES YES YES YES*
YES  YES - YES - -
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
YES YES - YES - -
YES  YES YES YES YES -
- - YES YES - -
- - - YES -~ -
- YES YES YES - -
YES YES YES YES - -
YES YES YES YES - -
YES - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
YES YES - YES YES -
- YES - YES - -
YES YES YES YES YES -
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
YES - YES YES YES YES*n
- - - YES - -
YES  YES YES - - -
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
- - - YES - -
- ~ - YES - -
- - - YES YES -
YES YES YES . YES YES -
YES YES YES YES YES -
YES  YES YES YES YES -
- - - YES - -
YES - YES - - -
YES YES YES YES - -
YES  YES - YES - -
YES  YES - YES - -
- - - YES - -
YES YES YES YES - -



Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia, The

German Democratic
Republic

Germany, Federal
Republic

Ghana

Greece

Guatemala

Guinea

Guinea~Bi§sau

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

ltaly

Ivory Coast

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Korea, Democratic
People’s Rep.

Korea, Republic of

Kuwait

Laos

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Liechtenstein

Luxembourg

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia

Maldives

Mali

Malta

Mauritania

Mauritius

Mexico

YES
YES
YES
YES

YES

YES
YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES



Monaco

Mongolia

Morocco

Mozambique

Nauru

Nepal

Netherlands, The

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Romania

Rwanda

St. Luc{a

St. Vincent & The
Grenadines

San Marino

Sao Tome &
Principe

Saudi Arabia

Sepnegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Somalia

South Africa

Spain

Sri Lanka

Suriname

Swaziland

Sweden

Switzerland

Syrian Arab Rep.

Tanzania

Thailand

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad & Tobago

Tunisia

YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES
YES
YES
YES

YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES

YES

YES
YES

YES

YES

YES

YES
YES

YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES

YES
YES
YES

YES

YES
YES

YES
YES
YES

YES

YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
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YES
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YES
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YES

YES
YES
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YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
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Turkey YES -
Uganda YES -
Ukranian Soviet

Socialist Rep. YES YES
Union of Soviet

Socialist Rep. YES YES
United Arab

Emirates - -
United Kingdom YES YES
United States YES  YES
Upper Volta YES -
Uruguay YES  YES
Vatican City - -
Venezuela YES -
Viet Nam, Socialist

Republic YES -
Yemen (Aden) YES -
Yemen (Sana) - -
Yugoslavia ~ YES
Zaire - -
Zambia YES  YES

ORGANTZATION
European Space

Agency YES,
TOTAL: 84 7

*Has signed the Moon Treaty

#%Has ratified the Moon Treaty

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

63

YES
YES

YES

YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES

149

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

k)

11



APPENDIX H: CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED
INTO OUTER SPACE, JANUARY 14, 1975

The Srates Parties to this Convention,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering
the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Recallinpg that the Treaty on principles governing the activi-
ties of States in the exploration and use of outer space,
including the moon and other celestial bodies of 27 January
1967 affirms that States shall bear international responsdibil-
ity for their national activities in outer space and refers to
the State on whose registry an object launciied into outer space
is carried,

Recalling also that the Agreement on thé rescue of astronauts,
the return of astronauts and the return of objects launched
into outer space of 22 April 1968 provides that a launching
authority shall, upon request, furnish idemtifying data prior
to the return of an object it has launched into outer space
found beyond the territorial limits of the launching authority,

Recalling further thar the Convention on international liabil-
ity for damage caused by space objects of 2% March 1972
establishes international rules and procedures concerning the
liability of launching States for damage caused by their space
objects.

Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on principles governing
the activities of States in the exploration and use of outer
space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, to make
provision for the national registration by launching States of
space objects launched into outer space,



Desiring further that a central register of objects launched
into outer space be established and maintained, on a mandatory
basis, by the Secretary~General of the United Nations,

Desiring also to provide for States Parties additional means
and procedures to assist in the identification of space
objects,

Believing that a mandatory system of registering objects
launched into outer space would, in particular, assist in their
identification and would contribute to the application and
development of international law governing the exploration and
use of oeuter space,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1
For the purposes of this Convention:
(a) The term "launching State" means:

(1) A State which launches or procures the launching of
a space object;

(i1} A State from whose territory or facility a space
object is launched;

(b) The term."space object" includes component parts of a
space object as well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof;

(c) The term "State of registry" means a launching State on
whose registry a space abject is carried in accordance with
article II.

Article TI1

1. When a space object is launched into earth orbit or beyond,
the launching State shall register the space object by means of
an entry in an appropriate registry which it shall maintain,
Each launehing State shall inform-the Secrerary-General of the
United Nations of the establishmént of such a registry.

2. Where there are two or more launching States in respect of
any such space object, they shall jointly determine which one
of them shall register the object in accordance with paragraph
1 of this article, bearing in mind the provisions of article
YII11 of the Treaty on principles governing the activities of



States in the exploration and use of outer space, including the
moon and other celestfal bodies, and without prejudice-to
appropriate agreements concluded or to be concluded-among the
launching States on jurisdiction and control over the space
object and over any -personnel thereof.
3. The contents of each registry and the conditions under
which it is maintained shall be determined by the State of -
registry concerned.

Article III
l. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall maintain
a Register in which the information furnished in accordance
with article IV shall be recorded.
2, There shall be full and open .access to the information in
this Register.

Article IV
1. Each State of registry shall furnish to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, as svon as practicable, the
folluwing information concerning each space object carried on
in registry:

(a) Name of launching State or States;

(b) An appropriate designator of the space object or its
registration number;

(c) Date and territory or location-of launch;
{(d) Basic orbital parameters, including:
(i) Nodal period,
(ii) Inclination,
(1ii) Apogee,
(iv) Perigee;
(e) General function of the space object.
2, Each State of registry may, from time to time, provide the

Secretary-General of the United Nations with additional infor-
mation concerning a space object carried on its registry.



3. Each State of registry shall notify the Secretary-General

of the United Nations, to the greatest extent feasible and as

soon as practicable, of space objects concerning which it has

previously transmitted information, and which have been but no
longer are in earth orbit.

Article V

Whenever a space object launched into earth orbit or beyond is
marked with the designator or reégistration number referred to
in-article IV, paragraph 1 (b), or both, the State of registry
shall notify the Secretary-General of this fact when submitting
the information regarding the space object in accordance with
article IV, 1In such case, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall record this notification in the Register,

Article V1

Where the application of the provisions of this Convention has
not enabled 4 State Party to identify a space object which has
caused damage to it or to any of its natural or juridical per-
sons, or which may be of a hazardous or deleterious nature,
other States Parties, including in particular States possessding
space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall respopnd to the
greatest extent feasible to a request by that State Party, or
transmitted through the Secretary-Geéneral on its behalf, for
assistance under equitable and reasonable conditions in the
identification of the object. A State Party making such a
request shall, to the greatest extent feasible, submit informa-
tion as to the time, nature and circumstances of the events
giving rise to the request. Arrangements under which Such
assistance shall be rendered shall be the subject of agreement
between the parties concerned.

Article VII

1. In this Convention, with the exception of articles VIII to
XIl inclusive, references to States shall be deemed to apply to
any international intergovernmental organization which conducts
space activities if the organization declares its acceptance of
the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention and
if a majority of the Stares members of the organization are
States Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty on princi-
ples governing the activities of States in the exploration and
use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial
bodies.



2. States members of any such organization which are States
Parties to this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to
ensure that the organization makes a declaration in accordance
with paragraph 1 of this article.

Article VII1

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States
at United Nations Headquarters in New York. Any State which
does not sign this Convention before its entry inte force in
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at
any time.

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signa-
tory States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nationms.

3. This Convention shall enter into force among the States
which have deposited instruments of fatification on the deposit
of the fifth such instrument with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession
are deposited subsequent to the entry into foree of this Con-
vention, it shall enter inte force on the date of the deposit
of their instruments of ratification or acecession.

5. The Secretary-General shall promptly inform all signatory
and aceeding States of the date of each signature, the date of
deposit-of each instrument -of ratification of and accession to
this Convention, the date of its entry into force and other
notices.

Article IX

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to
the Convention. Amendments shall enter into force for each
State Party to the Convention accepting the amendments upon
their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the
Convention and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the
Conivention on the date of acceptance by it.

Article X

Ten years after the entry into force of this Convention, the
question of the review of the Convention shall be included in



the provisional agenda of the United Nations General Assembly
in order to consider in the light of past application of the
Convention, whether it requires revision. However, at any time
after the Convention has been in force for five years, at the
request of one third of the States Parties to the Convention
and with the concurrence of the majority of the States Parties,
a conference of the States Parties shall be convened to review
this Convention. Such review shall take into account iIn
particular any relevant technological developments, including
those relating to the identification of space objécts.

Article XI

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its with-
drawal from the Convention one year after its entry into force
by written notification to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from the
date of receipt of this notification.

Article X11

The original of this Conventijon, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof to all
signatory and acceding States,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized
thereto by their respective Governments, have signed this Con-
vention, opened for signature at New York on the fourteenth day
of January one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five.



APPENDIX 1:

Albania
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium

Benin

Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada

Chad

Chile

China

Colombia
Czechoslovakia
Ecuador

Egypt

France

German Democratic Republic
Germany, Federal Fepublic of
Greece

Hungary

India
Indonesia

Iran

Iragq

Italy

Japan
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Kenya

Lebanon

Mexico

Mongolia

Morocco

Netherlands

Niger

Nigeria

Pakistan

Philippine:

Poland

Romania

Sierra Leone

Spain

Sudan

Sweden

Syrian Arab Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United Republic of Cameroon

United States of America

Upper Volta

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yugoslavia



