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[bookmark: _GoBack]AJ:	00:00	How are you guys? My name is Alfonso Bonds Junior. I'm a sophomore studying civil engineering music man. I make hip hop rap, whatever I'm feeling at the moment. Alright. 
Michael:	00:12	So my first question is, uh, the community that a gws in, in terms of music, like the music scene, like could you describe it for me? 
AJ:	00:21	All right. So, uh, the music scene, I feel like it's very, it's open, but it can be inclusive like, uh, like you meet more people. The more you put yourself out there though  more, you're going to be people that do the same thing as you. When I came here studying civil engineering, I'm like, nobody's going to be doing music. But um, if you like express your interest, uh, and like you speak it into the world, I feel like the world responds back to you and that it brings people in your life that have similar interests. It's just like up to you because the people that do music on Gw may not be the people in the most populated areas. 
Michael:	00:54	What do you bring to the table in terms of like your culture, your upbringing, where you're from, those kinds of things, like how does that influence your music and the kind of music that you make? 
AJ:	01:03	Alright. So, uh, I'm from south side, Jamaica, Queens, New York, which is like if you go to New York, that's like no one has a bad area. It's not the worst part, but I grew up with people that were always older than me. I was always the youngest person in my group and uh, I was able to see a lot of mistakes that a lot of my friends made a just living in the hood. So it's like I was removed but still inside of the area, you know. So it's like I saw like the struggles of my friends. So I, I feel like I experienced what they went through through a lens. So it's like in my music, I may not even be talking about everything that I'm going through, but I talk about things that my friends went through, things that people telling me on the things that I remember from way back when, uh, because it's like they just, there's just so much to be told about the area, the environment that I grew up in that I did it.  I was privileged enough not to have to go through those things. And, and, uh, I still connect with them because some, some of my loved ones want to do that stuff. So what experiences shape your music? How I feel. I have a lot of internal dialogue because I just like think about things right away. So, uh, like I think about things in retrospect and then I tried to see how I could move differently, uh, like based off my past actions. And uh, I just think like emotions are like a relationship. Relationships are now, not just like intimate relationships, but like just with like friends, a chance to be successful. Uh, I just write about like, I really, I'm not going to talk about, I'm not talking about anything that I don't feel like I'm not trying to talk about it like that I don't live, but like I said before, I will talk about, like I will talk about trying to put myself in somebody else's Lens and telling a story through there, but I wouldn't be saying anything crazy like that. 
Michael:	02:50	What do you plan on taking the music? Like what is, what does this music thing for you? You're, you're a college student. What does it mean for you? What do you, what do you, what do you want from it? So use, uh, 
AJ:	03:00	I want it to be everything. It is everything currently, but I still do this major. So uh, you know, we make it happen at the same time, but I want to do this professionally. I want to take it to the next level. I just want to keep making music, creating things that people can resonate with, like make you feel something, a music that brings you back to an emotion. It brings you back to a time like as long if you could feel something in of if you feel anything from what I say that means my job is done, uh, and as if I have fun and I have fun with the people around me. They get the stuff in the, within the artist community, like there's a lot of fun to be had with other people or I feel like next semester is it going to be a big one for George Washington University as a whole?  Uh, with the people that dwell amongst these have fights, but it's going to be, it's to be different because I feel like the campus is like dry right now. It's missing a lot of people bring their own music and like really be serious about it. It's going to just make the campus way more lively. Just going to bring people together because everybody's supporting mutual friends. Uh, you got to be new friends because you're a different environments. Uh, and it's like we're all having fun doing it because this is also through what to do as opposed to these classes that say, you know, you started to have these classes, but you know, we'll talk about that. Your experience as a student musician. Uh, it's really rough. So I remember coming to school I was just like, oh yeah, I know I had my life set out, I know what I'm going to do, I'm going to go to school, get this degree.  But you know, I'm also the music not realizing how difficult it was. So coming in, I went to a performing arts high school and they didn't prepare me much for it. They prepared me, don't get me wrong, but I was not prepared nearly as much as my classmates were for all these engineering courses because they are really difficult. And, and I also know I do like the bare minimum of my work unfortunately. I just get it done. It then work on music and work on things that really make me happy. So it's just like finding that balance for real. Just finding what [inaudible] you can't, you can't be the Jack of all trades, isn't gonna. It's not gonna help. Some things had to fall but something isn't going to fall by the wayside unfortunately. But um, I wanted all also I will try and do what I can, but I know it's not going to be perfect 
Marianne:	05:17	My name is Marianne Khattar. I am a singer songwriter. I'm a double major in music and communication and I make um, R and b Jazz, a lot of fusion, really everything. But those are like my two that I hone in on when it comes to being in the Gw community. Um, musically I'm very much a, I feel like everybody that I've met is either a classical singer, a theater, like a musical theater singer or like there's an occasional jazz singer, but most of those jazz singers or like a lot of them are strictly jazz. I've met maybe like one or two, maybe three other like rnb singer is that are, you know, I'm really pursuing this like that. And really I'm willing to like try all these new different genres and beyond a hip hop track and we'd be on an electronic track and be on a Spanish track, you know, like I think a lot of the reason that that is, is because people at this school don't really take the music, um, as seriously something that they want to do in the future. Something that they want to be their career. A lot of people that have actually taken it seriously are the people who aren't even in the music industry, like in the music department here, like people were just majoring in something else. A lot of times people think because like when I say R and b singer that I haven't been trained and I haven't put in my dues when in reality I have in classical and Gospel and most, most of old jazz. But yeah. 
Michael:	07:00	Tell me how your interactions with these other musicians has like shaped kind of your experience on campus as a, as a musician. 
Marianne:	07:08	I'm not great at presenting myself and like pushing for opportunities for myself. A lot of times it's hard for me to like, advocate for myself in the go off. Someone would be like, hey, look like I really want to be in this Gig, or like I really want to be on this track. I think that I'm a good fit for this. I think that I can bring to the table what you're looking for and more. Um, so I think that being at this school and being in this, I'm being kind of forced to do that has been something that's been really good for me as a musician because it's really forced me to kind of like man up and really advocate for myself and secure spots that I want regardless of how uncomfortable it makes me to like have to talk myself up, I guess. 
Michael:	07:55	Do you feel supported on campus by the other musicians or by even like your fan base? So like I consider the, uh, the people who consume our music as part of this community. 
Marianne:	08:05	So like, yes and no. Yes and no. I mean, yes, like we sold out a show recently. It was amazing. So many people came out, we were over capacity of the venue, um, that, that type of support to see is amazing. Especially on a Tuesday during finals week. Like really blew my mind. Um, no, not in the sense of the people, but in the sense of the opportunities that exists on campus. I see like at least five a week. Recitals were like better, like things that happened within the music department by the music department, by the teachers, by the professors. But what I really want to see is I really want to see the university itself and like the program board put on more things like more student performances in new yard and more student performances in square. 80 and more things like that. And more like open mic nights and more. 
Marianne:	08:59	I want to see more things with music happening on campus. There's, there's a you like for so much of their effort and money and time for their student artists and their student musicians. And I feel like that's something that gw could do. Like we are not only a school that has people interested in international affairs because like we have students that can actually be studying international affairs and incredible musicians. We're going to have students that are studying psychology and women's studies and be musicians. So I think that if we put a little more emphasis on opportunities and, and the music on campus, it could be cool. I kind of cool. 
Michael:	09:38	How does your cultural background and like where you live affect kind of music you make. 
Marianne:	09:45	So I'm, I'm a Lebanese American. I grew up listening to a lot of Arabic music that really affected my ear because in Arabic music there's something called a quarter tone. So we have more notes than there are in, in our skills and there are in western music. So that really trained my ear and that really made it so that whenever I hit a pitch right in the center, had a pitch. Um, I started lessons with my teacher when I was young when I was 11 and she really, like, I had been training classically in, in school and stuff for awhile. But my personal teacher Really Taught Me Gospel and jazz and then that got me on the track towards RMB and, and that's always kind of what I resonated with. Like I always, like I grew up listening to like Lauren Hill and like obviously I went through a phase, perhaps obsessed with anything to do with beyonce. Uh, I'm super, super influenced by amy winehouse, who's kind of like jazz r and B, like snow Alegra a huge influence on me at the same time. Another really, really big influence on me is Kendrick Lamar, which is like, so probably the people because they're like, oh, you don't make hip hop like the concepts that he thinks of and the realness in his music and the depth. Um, I guess that's more what I'm trying to do. 
Michael:	11:04	What are you trying to do with your music? What do you want to go with? 
Marianne:	11:07	So, um, I don't like to say I'm trying to make it because no one really knows it make it is. You could be like the top selling artist in the world and still not be making the music you want for the people you want. That's what I want to do. I want to make art. I don't want to make music. I want to make something that people listen to and they'll be like, wow, I've never heard that. That's definitely Marianna. Like that's the goal here. I don't want people to say, wow, she has a good voice, but I want people to say wow. Like that's definitely her. That's very distinct and that's very hard and I've never heard anything like that before. 
Michael:	11:43	So definitely like music is a professional aspirations. 
Marianne:	11:46	Definitely music is what I'm going to be doing for the rest of my life without a doubt. 
Michael:	11:49	So how does your, your, your relationship with school get affected by that? 
Marianne:	11:54	The biggest way that it has affected me is in terms of time. I don't have time to work on my music. I've been working on my iep all semester. I'm barely like barely halfway through it because we like, we just haven't had time. You've been so caught up in school and all of our responsibilities, which is obviously like it's obvious what's going to happen, but um, a lot of people are like, well, Marianna, your, you're a music major. Shouldn't you be working on music all the time? Like, yeah, I'm working on things for my classes. I don't have time because of school and I don't really have, I definitely do not have the resources I need here. I have a lot of times I have to go to a you to use their studio because Gw just does not put funding in the music department. It's a little unfortunate because everybody there, all the professors and all the students are so passionate about music and, and they're putting all the can into it, but the school isn't putting what they can into it. 
Dylan:	12:54	So my name is Dylan utis and I'm a senior here at Gw. I'm in the business school majoring in innovation entrepreneurship and I run a record label here. It's student run and it's called search record. 
Michael:	13:08	Right. So in your experience as someone who's very into the new music community, what does that community look like to. What's the culture of the Gw community? 
Dylan:	13:19	Yeah, I mean it's definitely kind of split up, but I think in general people are very interconnected to your jaw because it's a small community given how, you know, involve people are with politics, especially here. So, you know, because we sort of have a lack of a, I guess music scene. People seem to be very cohesive in a sense, which is great. You know, there's a few different sides as I mentioned, you know, you have the jazz orchestra or a lot of people are really involved with that. And then you also have, you know, on campus organizations like the record label while we're actually off campus now. But you know, you've groups like the record label, like searcher, you gw vibes, you know, a bunch of people that are like very into music. However, they're kind of in different organizations, but they're still interconnected. Like so many people are, are still very friendly with each other. 
Michael:	14:16	Cool. Um, so like starting Searcher records, like what is that, Searcher records? 
Dylan:	14:21	Yeah, so a searcher records. It was a Gw club. It started as a gw called the first back in 2014, but we've since moved off campus. We're not an organization anymore, we're an independent record label and what we basically do is we are a company that markets our student roster of musicians and we primarily book their shows, so there's a marketing side and more so the booking side, so it's like a management company, but we book shows, um, and we'll try to get all of our artists, you know, basically on stage and get facetime with crowds really all around the city. Like we just did a show at songbird. We did a show Tropicalia this semester, Mason, and we did a couple of years this year. So we'll really try to vary up the venues and really just get our artists on stage performing.
Michael:	14:21	 Why'd you start? 
Dylan:	15:12	Searcher workers. The reason why it was started was because there was a lack of a music community here at Gw and they basically wanted to unite people that were interested in music, whether they play it or were involved with music and I think the goal is definitely been met. You know, we throw these incredible shows like we just sold out song where last last Tuesday, which was incredible and you know, more importantly we were able to get a community of people that really love music together to watch student music's a watch, student musicians and student artists perform. 
Michael:	15:48	Tell me how your experience as a student and being in the music scene, like how does that look like? Like academically as a student academically, like being new and being involved in music.
Dylan:	16:04	 So in terms of  music and you know, being a student, I'm really involved with the record label that I run because I run it. So I think I do a pretty decent job at handling it. I mean the way that I put it typically is that half of my energy goes into this label and the other half really goes into school. And anything else? So yeah, I'm super like dedicated. I put my blood, sweat and tears into what I do with music here at Gw and, and I'm also, you know, I tried to put an effort in with my, with my grades as well because it's important to keep the grades,  the grades up. 
Michael:	16:41	Last question is, what do you think that, uh, the music scene onto two campus does for the actual Gw community? Like what's the, what's the impact of it? Like the scene in general, like all the artists and everything. They do all the shows and what does that mean for Gw campus? 
Dylan:	16:57	Yeah, I mean I hope  to see it grow a bit more, but I think whenever artists do get together to perform or do anything music wise, music related rather, you know, I mean this might be self explanatory or obvious, but it definitely brings a community of people together. It's cool to see events that bring people together. People that number one are involved with music and really like music and also people that might not music it as much. So to see that those two crowds mix, that's when it gets really interesting, you know, because you get people and might not really enjoy music as much, you know, talking to people involved with the community and making connections and making friendships and whatever it is and hopefully getting them into music and that's really the goal and we want people to be, to become involved and familiar with, with what we do as musicians and music heads here at Gw. Oh yeah, of course. Man. 
SAM EAST:	18:01	What's up? My name is Sam East. I'm a senior at gw university majoring polysci  and music and about to graduate in like two weeks. 
Michael:	18:11	So. Alright. So um, first question is like what does this new music scene look like to you? Like what's the culture? 
SAM:	18:20	I think it's not out in the open, but it's there for you if you want four years of our experience at Gw, it's, it's always there for those who want to go get it, but it's not going to be in front of your face. You got to essentially look for it. 
Michael:	18:38	So what's the, like the culture among the artists in the community? Like what's, what's that like? 
SAM:	18:45	So I think because of the fact that Gw is not super music intense, all of the musicians that know each other, we're all relatively chill with each other, like there's no sense of like, oh, this is one crew, this is another coup.  It's more like, oh, have you heard about Marianne and a new song? I'm like, oh, that's dope. Like I have this song too. And then we all kind of like help each other out and it's, it's more communal. Whereas I've had experiences in other cities, like I'm from New York. So like being, seeing the music scene there, it's a lot more cutthroat. It's a lot less friendly I think mainly because there's so much competition. Whereas here, everyone's doing their own thing and because there's not a lot of it, everyone's willing to hop on each other's tracks. But even just talk about music is a lot more open.
Michael:	19:36	 So, um, so kind of talk to me a little bit about your cultural background and like...
SAM:	19:42	 oh, 100 percent. So I'm a Korean American. My Dad immigrated to the states, Brooklyn, New York when he was 14. My mom is a traditional Korean woman.  So growing up in a household where my dad has so much of this, um, I grew up listening to like biggie because my neck and uh, because my mom listened to all of these traditional Korean music. Um, so I think that definitely influenced how I see music and how I listened to music and it always came from a place of, Oh, a lot of almost cross cultural references and our family super religious. So we always went to church. So I grew up listening to gospel music so that it's like all of these different elements going on. But at the end of the day, it's all about expressing yourself. I wasn't just a hip hop head. I wasn't just a church boy, wasn't just a classical cellist. Um, I, I kinda grew up being almost in a way that forced to listen to other things. And my mom made me play cello up until college.  So yeah. So in colleges where I really learned like I had all these feelings that I want to express because of church and growing up and like rap and hip hop music in college is when it really manifested. And I was like, oh shoot, I definitely credit a lot of the soul elements that I learned in church to my element now because that affects how I write and that affects how I sing, but I can't neglect the people I met at this school who have kind of influenced how I listened to music so well my freshman year. And I hung out with this really dope guy named mark. Um, and he's a straight up hip hop guy, like a straight up hip hop producer and we're still really good friends to this day. And um, he essentially got me into this whole hip hop thing that I always grew up listening to, but I never checked to make because I was like, that is a world that don't know and just hang out with him and learning about him.  And he's from south, southeast DC and everything. So like he kind of taught me a lot about how that sound works and then I have another guy who was like a Dj, Edm music and I was like, what is this? Then I'm at the jazz people in the music department and they taught me about like music theory and how music works and then my voice lessons with Dr Baker would teach me about opera. So then it was like all these different elements going on that I think really started to shape what I am today. So right now I can't really pinpoint exactly what I'm trying to do, but I think it's a cross between like R and B, alternative R and B and soul music and hip hop. So yeah, 
Michael:	22:23	go ahead and explain to me like, tell me what. So what's your plan in terms of music? Like you're a student, you know, you got a degree or you're going to get to rather a, what do you want to do with music is a professional goal. 
SAM EAST:	22:36	I think it's right now as a now it's a professional goal. I, it's one of those things. I'm sure, you know, it's something that I have to do that it's not even something that I want to do it, it's just something that I have to see through where I see myself as first and foremost thing that I love and if I think the thing I'm best at is performing. Um, so uh, being a singer and being a, being a performer is something that I definitely want to capitalize on. But um, I definitely love to write and produce. So wherever those outlets lead me, you know, if people want me to produce for their own stuff, I'm 100 percent now. I don't care who it is. If people want me to sing for something else, I'll go hop on that. And then also cultivating my own music, my own solo stuff. So. 
Michael:	23:25	Alright. So as a, as a student at Gw, how does the life of a student kind of like interact with the life with musician campus? Was that. 
SAM EAST:	23:34	Yeah, I think definitely being part of the music department was really interesting because it made me a student of music in school, which was weird because before that I'd always do music just because I liked it and in my free time, but now I'm getting a grade for it now. Every semester I got to go sing in front of us and judges and they're going to give me a great. So because of that it gave me an extra desire, motivation within a space because it's going to affect my grades, you know, and my degree. So, um, I think that definitely helped me a lot in terms of forcing me to push my limits. I'm thankful because it forced me to listen to all the things I wouldn't have listened to. So yeah. 
Michael:	24:19	So my name is Michael Ferrier, otherwise known as the planting and poppy. I'm a singer and songwriter, producer, mixer, quarter, whole nine yards. I do it all myself. I make a lot of hip hop, rnb and soul music, a little bit of Gospel with a little jazz samples in there. And I'm a sophomore at George Washington University. I'm majoring in organizational science and a minor in music. I did this documentary to kind of find out what does it look like here? How has being a student at a musician, how's that life? What does it look like? Um, and I want it to find that out because I know what it's like for me and I want to know what it's like for students. So for me, being a student, any musician is probably the hardest thing I've ever done in my life. I feel like some of my background obligated, I would have to be here.  You know, my Caribbean, Jamaican parents want me to get a good degree, get a good job. I came in here wanting to be a doctor, even a. But the truth is music is my first love. My Dad was a producer when I was a young boy and I started playing drums in church at the age of 10. I've been playing guitar since eight and just singing since I got out of the womb. That being said, like bringing that culture in to my music really gives it flavor so I can write about anything. But you still care tasted that Gospel, you still here a taste of not to make an ism to make aneurysm. Um, and it just really comes together for a soulful thing, you know? So for me the music I make is a fusion of all that you feel the soul and that you feel the, the, the base and the rhythm, you know, it's all based on that, those core, that feeling with feeling with my music, I really want to sing to people. 
	26:10	I want to make people feel like they're being heard and that they're being listened to and I want to be the one that talks to them through whatever the going on with her. It's put you in your bag music, whether it's, I just want to talk to you like my music wants to connect to people. And that's really my goal in terms of music, when the most beautiful things about being a campus musician is the fact that even the people who consume our music are so diverse as well. They go through so many different things that come from so many backgrounds. They might like pop music, rap music, Korean k, pop or even country music and truthfully that makes for a very special place musically. You never know what you're going to get if you go to a concert, you never know who's going to show up to which shop. 
	26:54	I wouldn't say asap mob and a at forgiveness. All Rocky and a lot of my white friends were there with a lot of my black friends with a lot of my Latino, Latina friends. It was just. It was a really dry mix of the community. The culture of the audience is that they're just like good music and they like to have fun and get together and be around people in the. In the actual scene of of of the artists, we just want to make good music and hang out and be around good people so that that the economy is very small. It's very, very. You can't even tell the difference sometimes between who makes music, who just loves you and appreciates it. I don't have to make music to, to serve necessarily them. I make music that I feel that comes from my heart and my soul and they gravitate to it because it's real, um, um, on campus as a, as a, as a student musician, um, I'm really tasked with bridging that gap between the student and musicians. 
	27:50	And it's not, it's not easy, especially for me, a school is really hard for me because I love making music and that's all I can ever think about or want to do. A lot of times I'll forego doing assignments so I can make a new songs off the new track and work on my marketing and branding and in a way it's like school for me, making music, which is why I love it so much. As a student musician, it's, it's, it's difficult to actually like do it all. Especially as a person who's a multi instrumentalist who records or produces rights, mixes, puts out markets, everything. I don't have a manager, so a lot of times it's very difficult for me to, to have a handle on all these things and school. And that's why I searched her records was such a beautiful thing because I really put me on an and put me in the right place to actually start making more impact in my music. 
	28:37	I've done shows several shows this semester, a lot of open mics, and that's one of the really cool things about also gw as a school. They love open mikes and that's because they love music. Music is kind of ingrained in everybody's soul and while Gw is very politically active and kind of lives in that room, it's no different. You can find people who just want to jam out, have a great time. My Room is actually like kind of like a breeding ground for a lot of what happens. I might set up a and my vibe in here it says it's very geared towards being creative, being creative. Like I have things to St Michael's parking only a two hour parking, like random street signs, but outside of a ton of records hanging on the wall and mood lights that actually changed color. For me, it's all about creating a space where I can feel comfortable making my art and not have to be weighed down by the institution. 
	29:21	A lot of times we worked together. We make music together with friends. Some of my closest collaborators or Marianna Qatar, a funds Yvonne showed a Kenya like artists on this campus and eastern standard issue or an incredible band. They sold out their show here at songbird music hall and it was amazing. I opened for them and it was an amazing experience to play a show it off shop. My Aunt Fonzo and I get on one track and it's about 15 minutes of a quarter. We just had a good time with it. Uh, and it was a seamless, you know, the track. I made it during the summer. I didn't even do it now and it just all came together. Sam, nice to show. It just ramped up to him having this crazy magnetic performance because us as the openness, we got them set. People came out to see us and stay for him. 
	30:06	People came out to see him and hurt us and it was a very beautiful like synergy, if I can use that word as a whole, the community is just, it can thrive and it has so much room to thrive, especially as we opened it up to more genres. Uh, you know, I'm not in the music school, but somehow I found myself pursuing music even harder than some people who are in the music school. A lot of us who aren't in the music school really want to do music. We're just kind of stuck in this, this idea that we have to do something else and that's another part of the culture of gw music is feeling stuck and using your music as an escape. I think it's a beautiful thing, especially in this community. The culture is that each of these musicians where you find sometimes hidden away in their dorms are hidden in the engineering building of all places. 
	30:57	A, they're looking for the same things. A place to escape the regular own lighters of college and have dew specifically. We worked together, we make music together with friends. I just try to really help other people out because that's also part of my culture, like my personal culture and my personal morals. I really like to give a helping hand wherever possible, um, and not really makes it possible for me to even learn so much more. And it's all about who you shake hands with. For me personally, I want to shake hands and give a hug to. I want to make sure that relationship is a personal in depth with other people. It's a really interesting culture and it goes really deep, especially as someone who wants to do music professionally. Um, it really just keeps me engaged in school as well and I'll be doing a music minor just so I can still get a taste of that and still network and make a community out of this, uh, this campus that we have. As I've gone through doing this project, I've seen a lot of different artists and heard their views about what this community means and what the community is. And it's really interesting how in a lot of cases we go through a lot of the same things. A lot of similar experiences growing up, but how it shapes all of our music so differently.

