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[bookmark: _GoBack]The GW music community is very diverse. There is a multitude of different cultures and backgrounds that have made their home here. As a student musician myself, I found that the relationships that get formed within the community break the cycle of monotonous music and open us up, as artists to different ways of thinking about our art. The Scene, is a documentary film of my field work, composed of 6 interviews with artists and an indie label president. The goal is to get an understanding of the culture around the GW music community from the eyes of the artists. There are times where an artist might feel burned or empty, feeling pressure to create without having an opportunity for growth. With a strong community, there are ways to fight setbacks. Understanding the importance of the community and culture around music is incredibly significant. My research goes hand in hand with that understanding. Learning more about different relationships that artists have with the community has opened up my mind to all the possibilities there are here right on campus.
One of the most important things that the community has done, was embracing the leadership of Searcher Records. Searcher is a catalyst for the cultural melting pot that is the music scene. With the different sounds that all the artists bring to the table, Searcher allows for artists to have a platform that would otherwise be difficult to manage as a student and musician. Dylan Yudis, the president of the label, pointed out that the point of the label is to get the community of artists involved with the community of GW and D.C. This is a message that really resonated with other artists as they understand just how important it is to build a true audience. The goal of searcher is to get people interested in great music and to get them to interact with the music. In his eyes, this goal has been met. Dylan spoke on the fact that he is truly invested in the label and the culture of student artistry, so he makes a point to divide his time effectively between school and music. Many student musicians struggle with balancing time between school obligations and music, his role as a manager not only helps to build up a network of musicians but also allows artists to focus on creating instead of spreading themselves thin. 
While Searcher brings people together on both the artist and the audience side, one of the shining points of the music community of GW is that there is open collaboration between artists. I interviewed 1 rapper, 2 R&B singers in the music department, a recreational band member, and myself a singer, songwriter, rapper and producer. One common theme in all their experiences was the fact that they were all willing to collaborate with other artists on campus. There is some overlap with our genres, but in many of our shows, we end up opening for rock artists or pop artists. Each artist, including myself, makes music that resonates in a personal way. Alphonso Bonds is a rapper from Queens, Marianne is a singer from Virginia and I am a singer/rapper from Atlanta. Regardless of the fact that we all come from different cultural backgrounds, when we get to the studio, we can knock out a song in 15 minutes.
 Sam East is Korean American with deep New York and traditional Korean roots. He grew up in church, played the cello, and joined the music department when he came to GW. His music carries his background very prominently. Singing R&B with soul, yet still having a distinct jazz sound, is one of the things that makes his sound unique. Marianne, who grew up in a Lebanese household, attributes her ability to hit pitches accurately to the Lebanese quarter tone, which is an extra note in a standard scale. With Lauryn Hill, Beyoncé, Amy Winehouse, and Kendrick Lamar as her influences, she is confident in her identification as an R&B singer. 
Student musicians on this campus are pressed for time, and resources. With the lack in budget for the music department that Marianne referenced, the need to make music a reality for these artists’ futures lead them to each other. This community thrives on the energy of each artist. We feed off of each other for the benefit of the artist community as a whole. Alphonso references his love of good feedback and his appreciation of his friends who helped on his first video. People used to laugh at him for rapping, but when he got to college and looked for the music, it found him and embraced him. That is the main idea of The Scene. These interviews gave an incredibly insightful commentary on not only what it means to be a student musician, but also how important the people around you are.
As an anthropologist, I describe the soundscape of GW’s music community as my home. I am indigenous to this environment, and as I conducted these interviews I found myself nodding and interacting more and more. These artists are my friends and that fact not only makes music creating easier, but it also made these interviews candid and honest. I came into this project with a sense of context already, but the artists I interviewed allowed me to see the scene for what it truly is. The scene is a community of supportive artists and supportive and dedicated fans that, when the institution fails to give us what we need, we give each other what we need. Our personal cultures blend to form a unique mosaic of sounds that range from soulful R&B to jazzy rock. There is no shortage of possibility in the scene, and with time it seems to me that it will blossom into something bigger than any of us can imagine. 
