Editor's Note
Heather A.Johnston

The United States is undergoing an economic, social, and
political revolution. The nature and role of government is
changing. This edition of Policy Perspectives provides the
reader with an array of topics which are at the forefront of
contemporary policy discussions. Danielle Noll considers
the best way to provide care for HN/ AIDS patients as the
public health care system moves toward managed care.
Tim Rosado takes a hard look at the use of trust funds as a
federal budgeting tool. In this election year, Laura
Hamilton examines the underlying problems with campaign finance and recent proposals for reform. Anson Kaye
analyzes recent Supreme Court cases which affect public
administrators.
Several articles focus on the changing relationship between
the federal government and the states. Sue MacBride looks
at a new model for government-industry partnership,
focusing on the Advanced Technology Project at the
National Institute of Standards and Technology. Mercedes
Viana proposes increasing the role of the federal government in education.
The provocative topic of federal-state relations is further
explored by our two guest authors. Governor Tommy
Thompson of Wisconsin proVides the state perspective on
devolution, fOCUSing on the Medicaid program.
Representing the federal perspective, Senator Harry Reid of
Nevada stresses the need for a strong federal presence in
order to provide security for all Americans. I would like to
thank Rod Hise and Kara Kreisher for their invaluable help
in proViding the articles to Policy Perspectives.
A group of policy professionals in Washington and around
the country were asked to serve as peer reviewers for the
manuscript~ that became the finished articles in this journal. Their ability to spot an analytical weakness or flaw in
logic has surely saved us from committing several embar-
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rassing mistakes in these pages. Policy Perspectives is
indebted to these experts.
A tremendous debt of gratitude is owed to Professor Jill
Kasle, whose enthusiasm, expertise, and support are
unmatched. Thank you to Stephen Liftman for taking on
the tremendous task of Managing Editor. I am also grateful
to last year's Editor in Chief, Philip Bransford, for his willingness to give freely of his time and experience.

Policy Perspectives would never have been completed

without the diligence and hard work of the journal staff. In
addition to their subject matter expertise, Carolyn Dwyer
and Jennifer Hicks provided intelligence and insights
which have inspired me throughout this process. Thank
you, Jill Moses, for your hard work and most of all, your
friendship. Melinda Kelly and Joanne Finkelstein gave generously of their time aSSisting Policy Perspectives in whatever capacity was needed. Bob Zahradnik's diligent editing in
the final hours was superb. The contributions of Rachel
Mosher-Williams and Julie Kotzin greatly enhanced the
quality of the journal. Skillfully led by Technical Editor
Anne Christensen, talented editorial assistance was prOVided by Lauren Giniger, Scott Haggard, Michael Krauthamer,
Charisse Smith, and Monika Suarez.
The journal owes its existence to members of the faculty
and administration at The George Washington University
who believe in the ability of graduate students to produce
high-quality research and writing that is also readable. On
behalf of the editorial staff, I wish to thank Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg, President of The George Washington
University; F. David Fowler, Dean of the School of
Business and Public Management; and Professor Kathryn
E. Newcomer, Chair of tl1e Department of Public
Administration. I am also grateful to Pam Brown and
Richard Hylton for their willingness to proVide assistance at
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a moment's notice.
I would also like to thank my friends, especially Adrienne
Sockwell, Roz Kleeman, Gina Bacigalupi, and Kyle
Farmbry, for their willingness to listen throughout this
process.
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Most of all, I would like to thank Linda Johnston, Jason
Koch, Randy Zipf, and the other members of my family for
their love and support in ail of my endeavors.
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