
 
                                                                                                     

MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL OF LIBRARIANS SPECIAL MEETING 
Held on August 5, 2026 at 3pm 

Via Zoom  
 
Present: Taylor Baugher, Debbie Bezanson, Matthew Bright, Jen King, Vakil Smallen, Sheila 
Dougherty, Josh McDonald, Misty Trunnell, Bill Gillis, Nichole Allen, Brigette Kamsler, Amal 
Cavender, Shira Eller, Leah Richardson, Sara Hoover, Dolsy Smith, Elizabeth Kuntz, Jen 
Froetschel, Mark Yoffe, Kelly Grogg, Matt Mihalik (21)  
 
 

1.​ CALL TO ORDER 
a.​ The meeting was called to order at 3:01pm.  

 
 

2.​ RESEARCH AND USER SERVICES LIBRARIAN SEARCH COMMITTEE (CLUSTER) 
a.​ Discussion of positions and position descriptions (RUS Librarian for Science and 

Engineering) and (RUS Librarian for the Social and Political Sciences) (Josh 
McDonald) 

i.​ These positions are within the Research and User Services Group and will 
not be a drop-in replacement for existing positions, but rather are 
designed to cover current and anticipated staffing needs.  

ii.​ Bill Gillis has appointed Shira Eller to chair the search committee 
b.​ Election of Search Committee Members (Jen Froetschel): 

i.​ Call for appointments and nominations 
1.​ Shira Eller appoints Sara Hoover to the committee 
2.​ Josh McDonald nominates Misty Trunell 
3.​ Elizabeth Kutz nominates Selena St. Andre 
4.​ Kelly Grogg nominates Taylor Baugher 

ii.​ Election of two Council members to the Search Committee 
1.​ The Council Chair explains that Council members will choose two 

candidates to serve on the committee; attendees will vote using 
an anonymous Google Form. The Council Chair appoints Leah 
Richardson and Dolsy Smith as tellers for the ballot. 

2.​ Discussion: 
a.​  A Council Member notes, “I believe in the past when we 

have had more candidates than open positions, 
candidates have had the opportunity to speak about their 
interest in serving on the committee.” 

i.​ A Council member responds, “Having the 
candidates speak when not all nominees are 
present seems unfair.”  

ii.​ A Council member responds, “We have had 
candidates speak in the past, but if someone is not 
here, that doesn’t seem like a good idea. We could 
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ask people to draft statements and take a week 
prior to voting?” 

iii.​ A Council Member asks, “Do people need to 
accept the nominations?”  

iv.​ A Council Member notes, “We have not done this 
in the past.”  

v.​ A Council Member notes, “According to Robert’s 
Rules, a member can be nominated and the vote 
can proceed.”  

vi.​ The Council Chair notes, “In that case, the vote will 
proceed.” 

3.​ Misty Trunnell and Taylor Baugher are elected to the RUS 
Librarian Cluster Search Committee 

4.​ Bill Gillis thanked Shira Eller for agreeing to Chair this Search 
Committee and noted that the positions had been submitted but 
not yet approved via the PMR process. Bill will be in touch with 
the Search Committee once the approvals go through.  

 
3.​ NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL VACANCIES  

a.​ Discussion of Council Vacancies (Jen Froetschel) 
i.​ The Council will have two vacancies based on the forthcoming departure 

of current council members. We will need to secure a Code & ByLaws 
Committee replacement for Kelly Grogg and a Grievance Committee 
Alternate replacement for Peter Cohn.  

b.​ Call for Nominees (Chair, Jen Froetschel) 
i.​ Jen King nominates Misty Trunell to the Code & ByLaws Committee  
ii.​ Leah Richardson nominates Amal Cavender to the Grievance Committee; 

this nomination was seconded by Mark Yoffe. 
iii.​ Questions:  

1.​ A Council Member asks, “Just to clarify, Kelly Grogg only has one 
year remaining in her term on the Code & ByLaws Committee, 
correct? So the replacement would only serve a single year?” 

2.​ Kelly Grogg responds, “Yes, that’s correct.”  
c.​ Election of Replacements for Council Vacancies 

i.​ The Council Chair explains that since there is only one nominee per role, 
the nominees will automatically be appointed unless there are any 
objections. No objections are presented.  

ii.​ Misty Trunell is appointed to the Code & ByLaws Committee and Amal 
Cavender is appointed as the Alternate to the Grievance Committee.  

 
4.​ ADJOURNMENT 

a.​ The meeting was adjourned at 3:23 pm.  
 
Minutes recorded by Sara Hoover, 2026-2027 Council Secretary 
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